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Sally and Harry Hadlock -- most knowledgeahle and sympathetic of Dinétah friends.
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| Dedication

This book is affectionately dedicated to Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hadlock of Waterflow, New
Mexico. No two people know the Dinétah area so well, nor has anyone been as unselfish in
guiding and informing others about the region: - a

Harry and Sally Hadlock have devoted over 20 vears to researching and identifying all
the rock art to be foundwithin Dinétah. Their photographic site books include over 15 volumes.
While an employee of a large .oil company, Harry Hadlock directed the attention of energy
companies to the problem.of defacement and desecration of Dinétah’s magnificent Navajo and

“Anasazi ruck art. Sally Hadlock's field of specnallzatnon is the relationship between Navajo
mythology and rock art. .

The Hadlocks have always recogmzed Dinétah’s symbollc significance to the Navajos.
Their friendship .with medicine men and other Navajos has led to a valuable exchange of
knowledge on the region’s syperb rock art.

May God always bless these two outstanding and wonderful people.

R.A.R.
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Navajo rack art located near entrance to Crow Canyon -~ an excellent rapresentation of Ghdd ‘ask’ idii, Humpback
Holy Person.
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.. - DINETAH
| have 'neveﬁ walked where Jesus walked, been blessed

". by the Pope in the Vatican or made a pilgrimage
to Mecca, but | have been to a Holy City -- Dinétah.

The austerity of a stable and magnificence of a, %

,Roman. cathedral are combined.in one majestnc
settmg == in Dmétah

\

| brought away no Holy ‘Water blessed by mortal man
or any splmter from the Old Rugged Cross, ‘but a
sense of wonder -- from Dinétah. .o

F%w modern"'mer; have -gazed upon the art and stories
told by the Holy People as they patiently molded
..the Diné -- of Dinétah. $

» The sand is dry, the shrubs are sparse but the hills,
the homes the legends in stone, the spirit of Dnne
remains -- in Dinétah. *

~

| thank my God for giving me a chance to see that Holy

Place where, long ago, Diné began -- to laugh, to love,

to cry -- in Dinétah. \

: v Virginia S. Christie
June, 1980
o]
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r o RS AuthorsNote . P
This book about Dinétah is one ina serles of publlcatuons}‘qroduced by the Rough Rotk -
Demonstration School. Over the past one-and-a<halt decades, the School Board has mandated  + ™
the teaching of Navajo Ianguage and culture .as prdber and necessary components of the
school’s curriculum. To |mplement this mandate, one of the-initial actions taken when the,
school v%sformed in 1966 was the creation of a Navajo Currlculum Program, linked to both the
Navajo Resource Center and Navajo Currlculum Center. Thus did the School Board create an
entity which had as its chief responsibility the ‘Preparation and publication of Navajo-based
. materials. This was a vntal step in the growth and development of the school. The. Navalo R
+ ' Curriculum Program has produced more than one dozen major books dealmg with the Navajo e
people. This pubfication is'another, J )
. The Dinétah text deals with the original homeland of.the Nava;os, located prlmarlly off
’ the present reservation in an ‘area south and eastof Farmington, New Mexico. Smce Dinétah'is
~ the locus of original Nava;o habitation in the Southwest, this book" mcludes discussions of - Vo
“varlous theories on Navajo entry and time of arrival into the region; The theme of this wark, .
however remains on Dinétah as a geographical and cultural area. ! Information on Dinétah is ¢
presented with photographic |Ilustrauons of Navajo rock art, architecture and geographscal
features of the region. :

The reader should understand that this book was written to fulfill a major emphasos of -
the Rough Rock Demonstration School: instruction of Navajo students in their native Ianguage
and culture. While these subjects are integrated into an overall, comprehensive, bllmgual-
bicultural curriculum, they are also considerad to havea significance and integrjty of their own.

.- This book, then, is intendec to supplement a Navajo Studies program at Rough Rock.
o . Nonetheless, the effort to publish substantial books on these subjects is conceived as a

o broader one, extending further thanthe classrooms, students and teachers at Rough Rock. The
. pubhcatlons of the Navajo Curriculum Center are designed to be used by all Navajos, and
others. In the long run, it is hoped that these books will serve a greater demand -- that of the .
ent™ 3 -Navajo Nation & . . \
N Robert A. Roessel, Jr. - .
’ : . o . Round Rock, Arizona
\ o ' , July, 1982
. . . N u:
4 o
]
'

* 1

1 o

It 13 the author’s opimon that a text denhng specificalty and primarily withthe ongin of the Navajos afd the time of their entry into
the Southwest is a must. Originally this Book was viewsed as a likely prospect for such a discussion, After careful study, however, it
was deuded to reserve a full presuntatlon on Navajo onqms for a subsequent publication.
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understanding. Among these are:
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“district within a 23- square mile area.

FOREWORD

In this book Dr. Roessel traces the history of the Navajo people to their original homeland
in the Southwest -- Dinétah. Toaccomplish this, the author draws on several data sources. Part
of the story of Dinétah is revealed in a rich collection of archaeological data, summarized in
Chapter Two. The chronicles of Spamsh explorers and missionaries, presented in Chapter
Three, supplbment the archaeological record and provide first-hand information on Navajo
material culture and social organization during the soxtee\nth seventeenth and eighteenth
canturies. A thivd, native perspective is contained in oral narratives and legends (Chapter
Four). Each.data'source discloses a unique aspect of Navajo life in Dinétah. This infarmation, in
conjunction with the book’s extensive ph'otographs of rock art and material culture, affords a
compreherisive view.of the first Navajo inhabitants in the Southwest.

The author uses these data sources to emphasize the cultural-historical sugnmcance of
the Dinétah area: This is even more imperative, he says, in light of ongoing resource

~ development there and the tragic defacement of the region’s rock art by vandals and

scavengers, Dr. Roessel presents the testimony of native informants who compare Dinétah to

the Christian Holy Land, and argues persuasively that he region should be proterigd as a

natural -- and sacred -- tribal resource.

.In" addition, the author exposes numerous fallacies in current theories on the time of

Navajo arrival in the Southwest. Citing abundant archaeological finds of fourteenth through
seventeenth century Navajo sites (most of which have not been addressed in the
archaeological literature), the written reports of Spanish scribes and material from Navajo
legends, he presents a compelling argument for a Navajo arrival date in the Southwest of 1300
A.D, or earlier. The more popular theory that Navajos entered the region several centuries
later, he states, rests on "‘negative evidence,”' and on data derived primarily from one: localized

Herice, this book is a contribution to our knowledge of Navajo life during a period of time
that has been previously little understood. Perhaps more.importantly, Dinétah marshals a
substantial body of evidence which suggests that Navajos entered and oecupied the area much
earher than has been assumed by most scholars. (Native accounts indicate that Navajos lived
in Dinétah at least as long as the author claigms here.) -

From the canyonlands of Dinétah, the Navajos migrated in the enghteenth century to
grassy plains and fertile valleys farther west. The composition and tripal organization of the
present population are the subjects of another Navajo Curriculum Cunter publication,

- Contemporary Navajo Affairs. This sequel to Dinétah' covers the history of tribal government,

 E

1
Omstah s the second moa three volume sores on Noavajo history The first volume, edited by Ethelou Yaeae and beautifully
dinstratod by Andy Tsihnahgnnm and Martin Hothea®y, conearns the Navajos™ emergence from thres underworlds ans the

- mythologicad history of the thibe Al thres volumegs ary avinlable through the Navijo Currniculun Center
l .




modern tribal services, resource and economic developmer .., health, and the Navajo-Hop
Joint Use Area. The last topic is particularly relevant given the arpumentin the present book for
tribal reclamation of Dinétah as partial compensation for the land lost to the Hopis in the recent
land dispute.

The efforts of many individuals went into the production of this book. In addition to those
listad in the "‘Acknowledgements,” Regina Lynch and Fred Bia of Rough Rock’s Title IV-B
Materials Development Project contributed their time to the final product. Mrs. Lynch carefully

‘ typed and retyped the manuscript, and Mr. Bia retc Jched many of the photographs. Broderick
Johnson read and edited an earlier draft of the manuscript, and graciously provided this editor
with many valuable suggesnons We could not have gone to press, however, without the
tireless dedlcanon of Susan Allman. Now Director of Administration for the Rough Rock
School, Susan Allman worked consistently and faithfully.to secure funds and organize
personnel for the book’s publication. :

Each person who worked on Dinétah did so with enthusnasm and respect for the book's
subject matter, and its author. It seems-fitting that*this book about Navajo origins should be
written by one of the originators of Indian comrmunity- -controlled education. Robert and Ruth
Roessel have given much of themselves to the goals that Rough Rock represents. This book isa
reflection of their endeavors, and the realization of many of those goals. N

Teresa L. McCarty
Navajo Curriculum Center
- October, 1982
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~ CHAPTER ONE
. Location and Significance
of the Dinétah Area

THE LOCATION OF DINETAH is difficult to specify with precision. In general terms, it is
located south and east of Farmington, New Mexico, and includes Blanco, Largo, Carrizo and -
Gobernador Canydns. How far east and south it extends is not clearly known. Big Bead Mesa
appears fo be located too far east and south tobeincludedin Dinétah, although it was a Navajo
site in later years (c. 1745 to 1812). The seventeenth century Navajo hogan sites located by

. Curt Schaafsma in the Chama Valley, however, are farther east and north. For the purposes of

this book, Dinétah will be defined to include Blanco, Largo, Carrizo and Gobernador Canyons
and their surrounding drainages in northwestern New Mexico.
The significance of this area for the Navajo people was noted by J.P. Harrington in

1940:!

It is well known to every Navaho that the tribe was anciently much smaller than it is
now and that it developed in a region lying partly in the eastenmost portion of the
present Navaho Reservatlon. This old homeland is still known to all the Navahos as
Tinétzah, literally, “among the Navaho,” that is, ""the home of the real old-time
Navaho.”' This Navaho expression would be more literally rendered by the French:
idiom, 'chez les Navahos,” meaning, "in the homeland of the Navahos” or “Navaho
homeland place.’"*

Thus, Dinétan‘s import is cultural and historical. It is the homeland of the Navajos
according to the written records of Spanish scribes, archaeologists and other scholars; more
importantly, the cultural significance of the area is documented throughout Navajo oral
history. '

Dinétah is the site on which Changing Woman (Asdzdén Nddleehd) was raised, and to
which the first four Navajo clans arrived on their journey from the western ocean. Changing
Woman, one of the best loved and important Navajo dieties, was found as a small baby by the
Holy People? on top of Ch’dol'/{ (Gobernador Knob, located insidethe Dindtah orea). Changing
Woman -- also known as White Shell Woman -- was raised on top of Dzitna‘oodifii (Huerfano

‘Mesa, about 30 miles wast 6f Ch’dol’f/) by her benetactors, First Man and First Woman.

Dinétah is thus significant as the birthplace and home of Changing Woman, Butitis also

)
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Dinétah View to the nonh from a Navém hogan site located on a h|gh ridge, near the solth entrance of Crow
Canyon The canyon walls visible from the center of the photograph contain examples of Crow Canyon rock art.

Daitna‘oodil (Huertano Mesa, New Mexico). the place where Changing Woman raised her sons, Monster Slayer
INaaysd' Neerghdni) and Child Born ol Water (Td B4jischini)
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the area in which the earliest recorded history finds the Navajo people living. Both Fray
Salmeron and Fray Benavides describe the Navajos as living in this region in the seventeenth

century.
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- | Present and Futurs Prospects
‘For the Dinétah Region

Until the discovery of gas and oil in tha area during the 1950s, the Dinétah region
remained a relatively isolated one in which transportation was difficuit. Today, the entire
landscape is marked by thousands of oil and gas wells, each accessible by’a good dirt road.
Maintenance and servicing of the wells is important, so roads crisscross in all directions. Itis
not known how long development of these resources can be pursued. According to officials

_representing oil and gas interests in the area, the potential for this development will be
exhausted in another 20 to 25 years. , '

The Navajo Tribe has shown little interest in using the area as compensation for the land
lost to the Hopis in the Navajo-Hopi dispute. Clearly, aslong asthere are oil and gasinterests at
stake’and these companies maintain leases there, the Dinétah area will not be returned tothe
tribe. Nevertheless it would seem to be in the tribe's best interests to make every legitimate
effort to acquire title, even if it is. necessary to wait 25 years to recover this sacred early
homeland.
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Fortihed puébmo located high on the south side of Crow Canyon. Notice the example of rock art near the lower~ '
center of the photograph  Logs are original and were used as a ladder to enter the pusblito.
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| 'CHAPTER TWO
Archaeological History of the Area

) .

THIS SECTION ON TH.. archaeological history of Dinétah is perhaps the easiost to write.
Numerous scholars have worked in the region, providing a rich -- although varied -- data base.
While differences appear in conclusions based on archaeological finds, a long and truitfui
exploration of the area has resulted. : '

This chapter is arranged according to author and date of publication. This approach may
seem to "‘personalize” the examination of Navajo archaeology, but it is not necessarily a
\disadvantage. Most publications on the archaeology of Dinétah are similarly organized,
beginning with the earliest published report. The chronological approach serves to illuminate

cumulg’ive data on the region as well as the changing schools of thought which inform -

researchers’ interpretations. ’ "

Some cautionary notes regarding the cited publications aré in order. Specific articles

dealing with such phenomena as rock art generally have not been in_cluded,‘ and some_

publications have been excluded because they did not seem relevani or particularlygermaneto

the suhject matter.? Others have been excludud because they repeat major publications by the’

 same individual which are inclided here,® or because they reiterate other published

research.* The reports covered in this section are listed in Table 1 (p.10).

- Alfred V. Kidder (1920). The first published account of the archaeuvlogy of the Upper San
Juan Valley in New Mexico (specifically Gobernador.and Largo Canyons)was made in 1920 by
A.V. Kidder. His report® briefly discusses a 1912 visit to three groups of ruinsin the Gobernador

and Largo Canyons. Kidder believes the. ruins to be historic rather than prehistoric, citing as. ..

evidence the haoded fireplace, abundant use of large. wood,-and.cow and sheep bones.
In addition to masonry wall ruins Kidder found hogan-like structures. built within the

-enclosing defensive walls. Three types of pottery ide"n;iﬁed as blackware, thick two- and three-

color painted ware, and thin three-color painted ware, were associated with the ruins. Kidder
concludes that: 1) the houses or structures were built during the historic period, and 2) their
builders probably were in contact with Navajos, who made circular earth-covered lodges.

Stanley Stubbs (1930). The School of American Research in Santa Fe dispatched Stubbs
intu the Blanco, La Jara, Francis and Gobernador Canyons in the late 1920s. His investigation
was hampered by extremely rainy weather. Stubbs also cites geographical isolation as a factor
which has hindered adequate archaeological study of the region.

Stubbs’ report® - describes small house ruins located on high isolated rocks which are

e 23
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Dinétah and entire Navajo region
Investigators .

» “
b . X S . ’
TABLE . Published Accounts of Archaeological Research in the Dinétah Area
- ' - - T
Author I Sité/Subject _ Date
_AV. Kidder . Upper San Juan Valley - 1920
~ Stanley Stubbs , Goberrador, Blanco, La Jara 1930
and Francis Canyons
Frank Hibben Chama Valley o 1937
H.P. Mera Largo Valley § - , 1938
Roy L. Malcolm ‘Chaco Canyon L _ 1939
Dorothy L. Keur .Big Read Mesa; Gobernador Canyon 1941: 1944
Malcolm L. Farmer Largo and Blanco Canyons; 1942: 1947
_ Upper Largo’ ,
B.H. and H.A. Huscher Hogan-builders of central- 1943
.. X western Colorado .
‘Edward T. Hall, Jr. Gobana_dor Region . 1944
_R. Van Valkenburgh:+-=—=""""“Big Bead Mesa . 1945
Carroll L. Riley Dinétah area; Navajo origins 1954
Lee H. Marmon and Big Bead Mesa 1958
~ George C. Pearl '
R. Gwinn Vivian | 'Chacra Mesa | 1960
Polly Schaafsma Navajo Reservoir (rock art) 1962; 1963
, James J. Hester _ Navajo migration and acculturation 1962
James J. Hester and . Navajo Reservoir District 1963
Jo:1 Shiner , :
Bryant Bannister Chaco Canyon " ° .
Aoy L. Carlson . ... - - - -~-18th"Century Navajo fortress 1965
““Frank Eddy . Navajo Reservoir District 1966
M.A. Stokes and Navajo Land Claims area 1966, 1969
T.L. Smiley ‘ ‘ '
David Stahle Navajo archeaology in light.of 1973
LA-2298 o
John P. Wiison and . LA-2298 1974 -
A H. Warren -
Curtis Schaafsma ~ Chama area 1975-78
E. Charles Adams Southwestern Colorado, 1976
' Gobernador Phase sites .
Charles Reher ' Lower Chaco River 1977
Harry Hadlock ~ © Archaeology and rock art of 1979 "
" . Crow and Largo Canyons
Navajo Land Claims 1950-80
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suggestive of watch towers or small fortifications because they command wide views and are
difficult to approach. He observes that certain beams used in the dwellings were cut with a
metal axe, and surmises that some of the ruins ware reoccupied in “‘comparatively recent
times.”” . ) ; '

Artifacts collected during Stubbs’ investigation include basketry, medicine pouches of
buckskin and fox skin, cradleboards, digging sticks.and large Navajo cooking pots. Further, )
Stubbs notes that the "'Gobernador area abounds in pict'ographs, some painted on flat surfaces
and walls, others gauged out of the soft stone.”"”, | ' .

Frank Hibben (1937). After exploring sites in the Chama River drainage in north-central
New Mexico, Hibben reports lodge sites which he says were once occupied by Ute |Qdians. 8 He
describes these sites as more suggestive of hogans than'lodges:® y

[N

. . 9 .
" .. (T)hey seem to have been built entirely or in part of posts and splitgpeams set
vertically on end'and coming together-at an apex in the center. The basebtthe posts
‘was further supported by a pile of boulders laid around, them, and by several large "
“sandstone. slabs leaned up against them to cover up some of the larger cracks.
ngera/ of these lodges are made up of two or more single circular units, so as to
make a building in the form of a figure eight with a conngction between and in some
cases with another smaller edifice attached to one side. Many of the beams of these
. lodges are still in place, and their construction can be clearly seen.

Hibben reports no pottery associated with the lodge sites, but Tewa polychrome and
some plain burnished ware were found at the tepee rings. The rings, approximately seven feet
in diameter, were discovered throughout the Chama drainage. Firepits were sometimes found
In the center or to-one side of the tepee circle. '

H.P. Mera(1938). Mera's account of the Largo Cultural Phase in northern New Mexico '°
is based en.excavation and exploration of ""that section drained by the western tributaries of the
Upper Chama and southeasternmost affluents of the San Juan Rivers."!"" Interested.in the .. .
" relationship of Woodland-like pottery types in an otherwise predominantly Pueblo cultural
complex, Mera observes that such pottery was in use from the beginning of the twelfth century
until about the first part of the fourteenth century.

During the seventeenth century, Mera says, "'an Athapaskan people (Navajo) were first
noted who used pottery possessing striking similarities to the Woodland-like forms of the
g£arher Largo Phase.” '2 Mera also notes ‘that during the first half of the eighteenth gentury,
groups of Pueblo people are known to have left their original homes, finding others to the north
of Navajo territory. He concludes that:

Here, evidence shows they (Puebloans) became so closely associated with the

Nava/'os that, although the use of Pueblo styles in decorated pottery was continued,

the indigenous Woodland-like type practically superceded their own utility wares.

During this association a new and distinct type of polychrome pottery, decorated with EE
Puebloan designs on an orange-colored ground, first appears.’”® - ¢

Roy L Malcolm (1939). Malcolm undertook a reconnaissance of Navajo archaeoloyical
sites, most located on or near the base of Chacra Mesa, during the summer of 1937, His
mvestigation uncovered 48 probable Navajo. sites, many associated with stone masonry
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-mixture of the hypothetical Navajo and sources other than Pueblo.” 1 .

.
[

hegans. This evidence led Malcolm to elaborate Kidder's earlier theorythat the Navajo-Pueblo

-.association at Gobernador represents arefugee settlement of Puebloans and Navajos who fled T

there after the last native lnsurrecf’on against the Spanish in 1696. "'‘Being in a wild,’
inactessible district,” Malcoim writes, "it would have afforded an ideal refuge.” ' '
Malcoim aiso located rock sheiters on ledges-near the top and occasignally on the rim
and floors along the base of Chacra Mesa. These shelters he identifies as Navajo because of the
abundance of Navajo unpainted utility wares; the pottery is identical to Kidder’s “"blackware. "
Maicolm indirectly addresses the-issue of pottery forms and the relationship between Gallina
and Navajo pottery, pointing out that certain Navajo shapes also were used bytheGallina,and -

 that the conical-bottomed pottery observed by Frank Hibben dates from the twelfth century.

Malcolm’s investi;jation uncovered a Navajo burial in which the body was wrapped in ~

" alternating layers of textile and hide. The hlde (buffalo) was placed next t the body, with the
" hair turned toward the inside. The textnle was a plam rusty black and white wool in alternating
. stripes. According to Malcolm, this find indicates a possible earher date than the Rueblo

Rebellion for the estabhshment of weaving as a trrbal craft. Some beglnnlngs may have been ,

~made-earlier, he: suggests: ¥ - R o

¢
.o -

It would be rash to assume that a tribe of semi-nomadic huntsmen could, in the short L
-Space of a century, make-the fundamental read/ustments implicit m the pastoral o
made of //fe and the practice of weawng ' . .

)

Malcolm conciudes that his data suggest ‘increasing’evidence of Pueblo influence in '
certain phases of Navajo material culture; though the whole may still be predommantly a

Dorothy L. Keur (1941). Keur's Big Bead Mesa was the frrst book-length publication
dealing exclusively' with Navajo archaeology 'on the eastern and southern periphery of .
Dinétah. '” Her research was undertaken in the.summer.of 1939 and was-limited to-a gingle -y

“'mesa located in Guadelupe Canyon, 20 miles southwest of Cabezén (about 100 miles due ’

south of Gobernador). " '
Keur found the following architectural features' L '

"1) forked stick hogan (with stones as support at base of timber:; large stone T
slabs and piles of small stones or puers marknng doorway), o .

'2) circular stone Wa// type (partly a stone wall partly a natural sandstone ' ‘
outcrop used to complete a circle; some timber-present, with large stone -
slabs and piles of small stones or piers marking doorway); -

3) evidence only from an irregular circle of stones set in ground (may have
been a form :»' 41 or #2, above, partly of stones set in earth, partly a s
natural sandstone outcrop used to complete. circle; with some timber o
present, “a few stones in a circle; large stone slabs and piles of smalf
stones marking doorway); and v .

4) hogan types of neithor timber nor stone (site determined by a lack of .
ground cover and experimental trenching for firepit).

‘_ . ”‘. :,A | 1”2 26 ¢ . | l ‘
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The investigator reports no evidence that any timber used in hogan construction had
been cut with a metal axe. [boorways almost always occurred on the eastern sides of dwellings.
A total of 95 hogans were encountered, and there was considerable evidence of sweathouses,
usually identified by piles and disordered heaps of fire- reddened stones.

Keur characteruzes the Big Bead' Mesa hogan sites as '‘purer’‘Navajo, showmg less
indication of close Iong, continuous ' contact with Puebloans than those further north.
Dendrochronological dates suggest that Big Bead Mesa and vicinity were occupied by Navajos
from 1745 (+20) to 1812 (+20). . .

The most unusual discovery at Big Bead Mesa, however, was its extensive and elaborate
forttfncatnon A great wall, 12 feet high and 26 feet long -- by far the most spectacular feature on
the mesa top - cut off the northeastern spur from the remainder of the mesa. Other less
spectacular defenses were-also observed (e.g., boulders placed where they could be pushed
down upon the enemy). Keur writes of this find: “The entire breastwork complex here shows
great care and expenditure of labor and effort in its construction. ThIS suggests ‘both.urgent
need for defgnse and fairly Ipng -time occupaticn.”’ '8 '

" . Evidente of pottery at Big Bead Mesa is fairly abundant.' Seventy -five per cent of the
sherds are Navajo utility ware, only one per cent is Gobernador polychrome. Historic Pueblo
wares comprlse 12 per cent of the total, while Anasazi wares account for another 12 per cent .

Vmwré ma Navajo hogan snte located on a high ridge at the south entrance into Crow Canyon Henvyttmbers used
t

in corktruction are seen in the rmht center and left edge of the photograph
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The pottery, according to Keur, shows that the Navajos clung to traditional (Navajo) cocking
ware for general use, thus -- ceramically, at least -- maintaining their cultural identity.
Keur also found substances used tc make sandpaintings. A cache was uncovered which
contained materials to make the colors red, yellow, white and black. A single burial, that of a
mature female, was also located.
Keur concludes.

Big Bead Mesa and environs thus suggest a stage in acculturation of the Navaho in
which they have passedthe period of initial impact of Pueblo cultuge, but nonetheless
show a profound influence of the stable, sedentary, agn’cultdralPueblo pattern upon
their basic nomadic one: The basic. Navaho pattern still exists in the forked stick
hogan. hunting as an important part of their economy, evidences of ceremonial life
and the use of the undecorated conical or round-bottomed cooking pot. Some Pueblo
traits show fairly thorough integration into the Navaho pattern, such as the use of -
masonry in‘the angular stone-walled hogans, the presence of deflectors beside the
hogan fire pits, andthe use of maize as an important part of the basic economy . .. The
great walled fortitication at Big Bead, while employing masonry for its construction,
is nevertheless unique in several structural features, suggesting Navaho ingenuity,

and lending a lot of local color to the scene. .

Fortified puebhto, showing entrance door

i
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Malcolm Farmer (1942). In 1938 Farmer and a team of investigators surveyed a portion
of the Dinetah area, which he subsequently characterized as "‘an area known to modern
Nava)o Indians as . ... ‘Navaho country,” ‘Navaho homeland place,’ " and .... “recognized by
them as the homeland of their ancestors.’'*' Most of the sites in Farmer's survey are fortified,
with towers stategically located on buttes and high promontories above the canyon, so-placed
in relation to each other that they form a chain pf observation points. Fortification walls are
common. Buttes and mesa points often have walls along their edges or across narrow places; a
wall, 200 feet long, was located on one mesa rim in Upper Blanco Canyon.

. Farmer notes a number of petroglyphs, particularly in Ricon Largo, a western tributary
ot Largo Canyon. An hourglass-shapéd figure was found at a fortified butte to the south of
Blanco Canyon and overlooking the Chaco drainage.

In all, Farmer covered an area of abqut 250 square ‘miles in his survey. Twemy nine

* different sites were located, and 43 dwellings of the forked stick variety were found”Two of
these were excavated. While it was difficult to reconstruct the forked stick hogan bggguse most

Remains of a hooded fireplace inside a room in a fortified pueblito, Dinétuh area.

e 2
BEST COPY AVAILABLE

-
-




Y Rl

of its structures were poorly preserved, the investigators determined there were from three to
six main logs arranged in a conical framework, with their forked endsinterlocked. in most of the
dwellings the doorway faced east; trash dumps were found a short distance (two to three
mejers) northeast of doorways. The time span represented by these deposits does not seem’
very extensive. 4

Farmer provides the following tree-ring dates for the two excavated sites: 1762 £15

AD. 1725 A.D.and 1745 £10A.D. This data implies a time,range from 173510 1777 A.D. for |

both sites. #

Towers of crudely-coursed sandstone slabs, some two stories high and following the

rock contours on which they were erected, are among the most impressive features in
Farmer's survey. Some contain hooded fireplaces, an innovation associated with the Spanish.
Farmer discusses the possible prigin and function of the tower-building complex, but

concludes only that its origin is far from clear.
- Two types of metates were found in the excavated sites: a slab and a trough open atone

‘end. Both types were distri~uted throughout the sites; the trough-type was more common at '

campsites. y |
, * Thirty-two projectile points of no specific type were located in the excavated remains.
Animal bones retrieved include deer, cottontail rabbit, jack rabbit, antelope, porcupine, wood
rat, horse, sheep and cattle. Deer bones are the most plentiful; remains of domestic animals
are uncommon. , ‘

Of a total of 1,064 plain pot sherds, 513 were Dinétah-scored. This pottery was found at
all sites and in the excavations...Eight,y sherds were found which were brown with fairly thick
walls, spiral-coiling, and scraped and smoothed interior surfaces. On the outside, the coils are
smoothed but partially obliterated, making an irregualr. surface. Farmer links this form to
Gallina utility ware.

The largest group of decorated pottery (accounting for 66 of 175 sherds) is a red-and-
black-on-orange ware. Instrusive pottery accounts for 106 sherds. '

| Farmer's analysis of these archaeological sites is open-ended: ?

The reconstruction of Navajo history by means of archaeological techniques is just
being established and promises to be interesting and informative . . . As has been
pointed out previously there is a great need for “'dirt” archaeology relative to the early
Navaho. and all possible m/ah’onships to other areas and cultures must necessarily

remain mostly speculation until concrete evidence is uncovered.
‘ B.H. and H.A. Huscher (1943). A lengthy irticle by these researchers entitled “The

the Huschers’ work as incomplete and as possibly lumping together two or more distinct
cultural groups. Despite these criticisms and the fact that the Huschers focus on an area
outdide Dinétah, their observations shed light on possible Southern Athapaskan settlement
patterns and entry into the Southwest. )

The Huschers describe a number of sites situated at conspicuous’ elevations and
scattered throughout central and western Colorado. These sites contain circular or curved dry-
masonry walls. The authars speculate that the sites’ occupants were moving southward: 2

30

Hoqan Builders of Colorado,” appeared in Southw 2stern Lore in 1943, 2 Some have criticized




From the evidence we conclude that the Colorado hogan sites in all probability record
the southward passage of any of several groups of southern Athapaskans, and that
they represent a-time range of many hundreds nfyears, with a distinct possibility that

_ the hogan builders may have been here sarly enough to have influenced the Basket-
maker Pueblo culture change. The main mountain ranges of the western United
States, far from constituting barriers, more likely were the corridors by which the
Athapaskan movements took place, '

Dorothy Keur (1944) In 1944 Keur reported on archaeological investigations
undertaken during the summer of 1940.% At this time she visited the canyons of Compafero,

San Rafael, Munoz, Gobernador, Frances, La Jara and Pueblito, concentrating on the \

Gobernador Canyon area. Sites consisted of groups of hogans and mixed groups of pueblitos or
tower-puablitos with hogans clustered nearby. At 24 sites the hogan groups were devoid of
any association with pueblito architectural forms; at another 26 pueblitos and tower-pueblitos,
22 were clearly associated with hogan groups.

A total of 273 hogans were !ocated in the course of the summer’s exploration, of which
19 were excavated. Two of the pueblitos and tower- pueblutos were excavated.

Pottery was abundant with sherds scattered over all the sites. The pottery was classified
in four major groups: Navajo Utility ware, ‘Gobernador Polychrome, Pueblito wares of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and Pit Housé wares.?” Navajo Utility ware constitutes
79 per cent of all sherd material, with Gobernador Polychrome accounting for 14 per cent and
another five per cent from typically Puebloid painted yvares. In all, the Gobernador reygion
shows the greatest ceramic activity.

The earlies* dated piece of wood (1656 +20) was retrieved from a hogan in Pueblito |

Canyon. The latest date (1771 £5)was obtained from a hogan on the slope of Gobernador Knob.
These dates indicate an earlier occupation here than at Big Bead Mesa. Keur notes: %

The sites in the Gobernador area differ from all other eighteenth century Navaho
sites investigated to date in the close association of hogans with pueblitos . .. The
location and character of many sites is defensive. Since many rebellious Puebloans
fled north to escape Spanish reprisals at the end of the seventeenth century . . . this
is, in all likelihood, a refuge area, a place where the unrooted Puebloans joined the
erstwh//e hostile Navahos to h/de out from a common foe.

E dward T. Hall, Jr. (1944). Hall s book, Early Stockaded Settlements iri the Gobernador,
New Mexico, provides the most complete coverage of the area to date.”® This publication

reports on marginal Anasazi development from Basketmaker Ill to Pueblo | time periods, with™

special attention to the Rosa Phase (700 to 900 A. D) in the Gobernador region. Hall
hypothesizes that the Gobernador area contained two thrwmg aboriginal populations, one
occupying the area froqabout 700 to 800 A.D., and a second from about 1500 to 1780A.D.*

Most of Hall's text is devoted to accounts of the excavation of Rosa pit houses. Conical-
shaped pottery does not occur in the Rosa Phase, he says, but rather in the Largo Gallina Phase
(by 1100 A.D.). Hall postulates that such pottery first appeared in the Southwest around 1000
A D k1l

Hall's research reduces the 400-year time gap between the Gobernador and Largo-
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Gallina Phases to 300 years. His reduction is based on an extension of the earliest dates for the
Gobernador Phase to the early 1300s. New studies to the east of Gobernadar are essential,
Hall claims, to properly identify the variables affecting change during this time period.

' Hall discusses Navajo archaenlogy only indirectly, but takes the view that Navajo
archaeological history extends further back than is commonly believed. He statesthat, “For the
present, we may assume that the Navajo were in the region iy 1500, possibly earlier,’'

) Hall subsequently published an article describing “Recent Clues to Athapaskan Pre-
history in the Southwaest,””*® in which he addresses Navajo origins more directly. Citing recent
studies in Navajo archaeology, he remarks on the persistence of certain cultural traits such as
the forked stick hogan, cooking ware, and emphasis on agriculture. Despite the Navajos’ many
contacts with Puebloans, Utes, Comariches, Spaniards and Anglo-Americans, Hall writes,
these cultural traits have changed little in the past 240 years.*

Hall postulates that Navajos first entered the Southwest to the north and east of their
present range. A hogan site in the Gobernador region dating from 1491+x to 1641120, is
suggestive of the time of Navajo arrival in the region, he says. Hall states: "Our record of
Navaho occupation ias been constantly pushed backward so that we now have concrete
. evidence of their occupation of the Gobernador for over 200 years, circa 1540 to 1760."'%
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Discussing various phases of ceramic activity, Hall places the gap between the earliest -
dated Navajo remains and the latest dated Gallina sites atapproximately 300 years. He further
reduces this gap to 200 years, claiming that the first dated hogan and the last Largo houses do
not provide terminal dates, and then allows another 50 years at each end of the gap. He
concludes that the Navajos may have been in the Southwest for nearly a milienium:

We also know that the Navaho although flexible in their acceptdnce and integration

of new culture items, have also a capacity for maintaining certain items in their own

culture, such as the forked stick hogan, and could have occupied the Southwest for
_the past 900 years and still maintain their cultural integrity. 7 '

Richard Van Valkenhburgh (1945). Van Valkenburgh'’s popular article describes the visit
of Dr. John Keur and the Keurs' discovery, with John Toledo, of Big Bead Mesa.” Their
exploration, which revealed noarly 70 hogans and the impressive fortification wall, places the
Big Bead occupationat 700to 1 800A.D.In aletter to JohnToledo, Van Valkenburgh comments
on the implications of the Big Bead Mesa djscovery:*

This work in whichyou helped has pushed the eastern boundary of the Old Navajo
75 miles east of the present reservation line. There is no question as to the justice of
your claim to ancestral lands along the Rio Puerco as well as to the Cafion Largo to

‘ the north. History as well as archaeological data confirm your moral if not the legal
right of the Navajo to these lands. :

Malcolm F. Farmer (1947). In an article that appeared in Kiva magazine,®® Farmer
summarizes the available data on the Dinétah region and Navajo prehistory. He presents the
following scenario. A group of Upper Largo Navajo entered that area around 1500 A.D. or
sooner, and quickly became an independent Apachean entity. Prior to this time (1200 to 1400
A.D.), the Upper Largo area was little used, but during “the period of the Pueblo Revolt of 1680
to 1692, some years after the early Navajo were established i the Largo, many Rio Grande
Pueblo people came to the Gobernador-Largo region to escape the Spanish.”

" These early Navajos, Farmer writes, were hunters and gatherers who subsisted on deer,
antelope and smaller game, wild food plants and seeds.*' They were also horticultural and
pastoral, raising corn, squash and beans and keeping flocks of sheep. Their dwellings were of
the forked stick hogan variety, but included a tower or pueblito built of roughly-coursed’
sandstone slab: Clothing included both buckskin and woven garments.

Pottery-making was an important early Navajo activity, according to Farmer. A, gray
utility ware and a decorated byt or reddish orange ware were both in use. These were deep
pots with rounded or pointed bottoms. Decorated wares with geometric and naturalistic
designs were also known. Some Pueblo-typg pottery, which may have been traded or made by
Puebloans living in the area, was also present. " '

Three kinds of arrow points were used: 1) triangular with a notch on each side near the
base: 2) triangular with barbs and an expanding stem; and 3)stemmed with a triangular blade,
slight shoulders, parallel-sided stem and a notched base. '

The small groups of dwellings at Navajo sites suggest to Farmer a social structure
similar to that found among modarn Navajos. He notes that towers appear to be arranged to
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permit observation of at least two other towers or sites. These architectural features, Farmer .
states, are reflective of the constant threat of attack which characterrzed eighteenth century
Nava;o life in the Upper Largo. '

Farmer notes that thera is little archaeslogical evidence directly related to a religious- |
ceremonial complex. Petroglyphs, he adds, may be indicative of such activity. '
“ Carroll L. Riley (1954). Riley also summarizes archaeological investigation of the
Dinétah area, organizing the data according to: 1) Navajo-Apache origins, and 2) Navajo or
Proto-Navajo sites in the San Juan area, Northern periphery, Chama Valley, Southern area,
Chaco Canyon Canyon de Chelly, and Waestern area. 4

canyonlands of Dinétah. These sites are tentatwely identified by the hogan house type and
three kinds of pottery. Navajo Utility ware, Gobernador Polychrome and Navajo Polychrome.
Riley notes that Gallina utility pottery, however, is practically . mdrstmgunshable from
eighteenth and nineteenth century Navajo Utility ware*®

More comparative archaeological studies of non- -Puebloan Southwestern peoples are
required to iilluminate the specifics of Navajo origins, Riley states. Nevertheless, he makes the
tentative observation that: “The Navajo Irdians, one of a number of Apachean-speaking |,
people, seem to have entered the Southwest before 1500 A.D. and possibly several hundred
years earlier.”*

Lee H. Marmon and George C. Pear/(7958) Médrmon and Pearl revisited Big Bead Mesa
in 1957.-Their report,*® like Keur's in 1941, cites the massive fortification lying 10 miles
southwest of Cabezon Peak as tne site’s single most impressive feature. This wall or
fortification is desciibed as stretched entirely across the 30-foot neck of the mesa.*¢ Aithough
most of the sandstone and adobe wall construction has weathered away, the wall appears to be
the best preserved of all sites originally excavated by Keur. The investigators report a door in
the wall center and a Iedge (two feet in width) srtuated approximately six feet from the
uppermost interior wall,’

Marmon and Pear* make the following comments on the wall’s striking appearance a7

One feature in her (Keur's) evaluation is repeatedly noticeable -- the ‘uniquaness’ of

the high fortitication wall in not only Big Bead but all other recorded Navajo

architectual complexes. Actual inspection of the wall makes the uniqueness the

more apparent. Its strategic location, creating of the sheer walledpotrero-tip a virtual

donjon — keep or 'last ditch’ fortress fo- all the inhabitants of the extended Big Bead

area, its 'firewall’ to protect warriors stationed on the second story ledge, above the . .
_ doorway, its tapered defense parts, its interior ‘curtain-wall’ to shield a direct assault '

by missles or men through the doorway; its possible ‘guard house’ against its inner

face, protected by a covered entrance-way to the rear and poss/bly giving access to

the ledge and 'firewall’ by a roof opcning. all these are seemingly ‘non- Nava/o ‘and

equa/ly ‘non-Pueblo’ at least in their planned totality.

A

Only a few dozen potsherds were found in Marmon and Peari’s investigation of the area,
and no artifacts were uncovered. This was attributed to the thorrughness of Keur's work |
conducted nearly 20 years prior to this study. -
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R. Gwinn Vivian (1960). In a master’s thesis entitled, 'The Navajo Archaeology of the
Chacra Mesa, New Mexico,"’** Vivian classifies the culture traits and traditions of the Chacra
Navajos as follows

1) House remains and other architectural features distiﬁguishedvby the forked
stick hogan with eastern extended entryway, central firepit depression and
pot-rests in the floor; rock shelters, fortified buttes and sweathouses.

2) Material c;ulture including Navajo culinary ware, a stene chipping and
flaking technology (projectile points, choppers, hammerstones), stone pot
. " lids, bone awis, forked juniper poles, notched log laddess and basketry.

3) Economic system focused on hunting and gathering with occasional
raiding for livestock. :

4) Miscellaneous traits including caching and pictographs.
Vivian lists these Pueblo t;(aits evident in the area:

1) House remains and other archltectural features*® characterized by
multiple-room masonry, stone and mcrtar construction, oval, square and
‘rectangular rooms, flat roofs, Pueblo-type doorways, plastered floors,
plastered and whitewashed walls, windows, port holes, wall niches,
mealing bins, double oval and single oval masonry structures,* masonry
hogans and storage bins.* :

2) Material culture comprised of brown utility ware,* Navajo decorated and
Gobernador Polychrome pottery,* Ashiwi Polychrome,
Acoma/Hopi-influenced wares, Zuni Polychrome, Hopi ware, Tewa
Polychrome, Santa Domingo Polychrome, glasswares, black polished
ware, manos and metates, digging stick and loom batten. '

- 3) Economics’ consisting of maize cultivation.

Spanish influences in Chacra Mesa, according to Vivian, include the following:

1) House remains and. other architectural features distinguished by tower-
like structures with parapet walls, corner-hooded tireplaces and corrals.

2) Economic system based primarily. on horse and sheep herding.

Vivian notes that, ’ there is little precise archaeological data to support or refute histor-*
ical roference to the Navajo in the sixteenth century,’ **hdding that no structures froin the
Chacra Mesa are dated in the Dindtah Phase. The exception is CM-35 (a hogan site), which
dates from 1350 to 1598 A.D. This has proved to be a controversial finding, Vivian says, for
these dates are too late for the ruin to have been inhabited by Puebloans and too early to reflect
a Navajo occupation.

Navajo culture was in a period of stability between 1600 to 1800 A.D., Vivian states.

.
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Photo (left), shows timber cut by a stone axe whicr.
looks as if it was gnawed by a beaver.
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When new, n'en Navajo traditions were introduced, they may have modified native traits butin
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time the new traits reverted to a basic Navajo pattern.

Po//y Schaafsma (1962, 1963). Schaafsma’s 1962 -study of the rock art of Nava;o
Reservoir describes each petroglyph site, its location and methods’ of constructior.”
Unfortunately, most of Schaafsma’s examples are now covered with water from Navajo Dam.

In a subsequent publication on the same topic and area;- Schaafsma includes both

__ Pueblo.and Navajo rock art. 52 She indicates that no pictographs can be identified as beionging

to the early Dinétah Phase; Navajo prctographs in the Reservoir District are believed to date

- from the Gobernador Phase (1698 10 1775 A. D). The majority of these contain religious or

supernatural subjects which show a Pueblo influente "'in form and style as well as a great
likenéss to modern Navajo religious art.”> According to Schaafsma, Navajo rock art is
distinguished from the much earlier Pueblo pictographs by its greater complexrty and more

" dynamic quality.

«James J. Haster (1962). Hester’s doctoral dissertation, Early Navajo Migrations and
Acéd/tqrations in the Southwaest, includes chapters on early Navajo archaeology, history and™
culture, phase classification of Navajo archaeolngy. the origin of Navajo traits, pre-
Southwestern Navajo culture, early Navajo migrations, and acculturation.®

Hester notes a relative absence of “extended survey and excavation’’ of Navajo sites,
and reports that only three studies of a total 27 fall into this category. He lists events in:
Southwest and early Navajo history chronologically, provrdmg a functronal reconstructron of
early Navajo culture based on historical documents. ' :

Hester clajms that a '‘pre-Southwestern Navajo period" is more hypothetrcal than real;

- due to a lack of archaeological data, he asserts, this cannot oe considered a true "‘phase.” He

therefore piaces: the beginnirg of Navajo history at 1500 A.D. in the Upper San Juan. This
period, according to Hester, is followed by the. Gobernador Phase (1694 to 17756 A.D.) and a
final Eastern Navajo Phase which overlaps the Gobernador in certain areas. This terminal
phase is termed the Cabezon and has ar ending date of 1863.

Hestar traces the majority of identifiable traits in pre-nineteenth century Navajo culture
to Puebloan origins. He writes: * | |

.. In terms of rate of acculturation, the resullts of this contact period (early Pueblos
living with the Navajos) were amazing. In a space of a few years the Navajos adopted
the Puebloan styles of architecture, manufacturing techniques, and religious
paraphernalia, plus many elements of non-material culture such as clans,
matrilineal descent, matriiocal residence, the origin myth, and ritual.

Further, Hester continues, it is probable that initial Navajo settiements in the Dinétah region

did not occur until the late 1500s, although not enough early Navajo sites have been dated to
verify this. Hester's hypothesis is thus one of the first to place the Navajos in the Southwest at
a much later date (post-1500)-than previously suggested. :
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James J. Hester and Joel L. Shiner (7963} Hester and Shiner define three culturai
phases in the Navajo Reservorr District: 1) Dinétah Phase(1550to 1696); 2) Gobernador Phase
(1696 to 17765), and 3) Refugee Pueblo ‘Period (no dates given).% According to these
researchers, most Navajo sites in the Reservoir represent & short time interval - - from just prior
to 1700 until 1775 -- and fall into the Gobernador Phase. Thelatter the authors claim, reflects
a "'period of assimilation of Puebloan culture traits.''%" .

Ten ""Navajo Period Sites,”’ including one hogan village, one multrple unit hogan site,
two single unit pueblitos and five rock shelters were excavated by Hester and Shiner. The
investigators uncovered small oval, unstemmed projectile points which were unevenly
chipped’ they note, however, that because Navajos apparently preferred to reuse older tools, it
is not possible to describe a typicat projectile point of Navajo. manufacture

Jbjects.of wood were found less frequently, and bone tools are rarein comparrson tothe

number usually observed at Pueblo sites. An overwhelmrn? majority of ‘material objacts found
at the site relate to hunting, gatherrn,g,.J:M= ning;the processing of food and production of

:’.;,L__*,___,cloMg*«Fmaﬂy“HeSf‘er and Shiner state, all pictographs date from'the Gobernador Phase.

¢ Bryant. Ban‘_mster (7955} Bannister currently heads the Tree- -Ring Laboratory at the
University of Arizona, Tucson. His 1965 work uses tree-ring specimens to date sites in Chaco

.. Canyon.®® While this work concerns primarily Pueblo dates, it also includes 11 reports of
. Navajo dated sites located on ® near Chacra and Srsnathyel Mesas.®® One srtern thrs sample,

CM-35, is particularly puzzlrng Bannister temarks; %

The seven CM-35 dates present an unusally difficult problem of interpretation. First,
the dates range from 1350 to laterthan 1598, a span of over 248 years. Second, npne
of the dates are cutting dates, and all of the specimens show considerable erasion.
Third, taking the dates at face value, they appear to be much too late for the original
Mesa Verde occupation at CM-35 and judginy from other dated sites in the' Chaco
Canyon region, they seem to be too early for the Navajo-Refugee Pueblo complex.

He offers two explanations for the CM-35 dates. The first is tl:iat the spread of dates is a
function of differential erosion rather than differential periods of tree-felling. But, Bannister
continues, “Even if the theory of differential erosion is accepted as an explanation fur the wide *
range of dates, it is still difficult to imagine that the seven specimens were Cui much atter
1boo [ 3] L . Vo

A second alternative is that the dated specimens represent reused timbers, from an *
unidentified source, and thus provide no adequate. rndrcatron of the construction date for tie
forked stick hogan other than sometime after 1600 A. D Bannister qualifies his.explanation by
commenting: * ,
This hypothesis would depend u~on either the exist:brce of a Pre-Refugee Pueblo
group in the area'who presumably cut the logs and byilt a structure around 1600 (if
the theory of differential erosion Is accepted), or the presence of several groups who
felled the trees /nterm/ttently throughout the 14th, A 5th, and 16th centuries (if the
theory of differential erosion is not qccepted} o
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The following dates for other Navajo sites are offered by Bannister:

* 1773+vwv, 1634vv, 1726vL, 1745+v, 1739G, 1739, 1739vL, 1739wL, 1600+v, 1659+wv,
1730+wv, 1738LG, 1738vLG, 1704+w, 1849cG, 1850cG, 1839, 1849, 1725, 1840c, 1830,
1850¢, 1772G, 1778, 1889cG, 1889, 1880, 1889cG, 1884+G..* In suminarizing these data,
Bannister notes that the Navajo-Refugee, Pueblo sites date from 1350-1745, while Navajo
sites range from 1772-1889.

' Roy L. Carlson {1965) Carlson’s Eighteenth Century Navajo Fortresses Of the
Gobernador District is based on archaeological data collected in 1915 by Earl H.-Morris. #
Carlson visited a total of 17 sites, and observed no evidence of occupancy until 1700 to 1750
A.D:when the unsuccessful Pueblo Revolt of 1696 brought aninflux of Puebloansfrom the Rio
Grande into the area. According to Cartson: * .

—Many cultare traits probably flowed from these Pueblo refugees to the Navajo at this

" time, and,indeed it séems likely that the refugees themselves were absorbed by the
Navajo prior to the abandonment of the Goberhador District about 1 750 forregions to
the south and west. :

- Carlson correlates the population shift from the San Juan River into the canyons of the

" Goberpnador District with the Ute and Comanche advance of 1716-1720. He surmises that the
construction of fortresses was primarily a defense against Utes and Comanches as opposed to

_Spaniards, since the period when these structures were used was a peaceful one between
Navajo and Spanish. ' b . :

There is an absence of kivas even inthe large ruins, Carison reports. He interprets this as
supportive of a prevailing Nava;o religious pattern during the Gobernador Phase. Summarnzmg
early Navajo occupation of the Gobernador District Carison states: 88 i

With the ‘Puebl_o Revolt of 1696:an era in Navajo history began. Loom weaving,
painted pottery, masonry architecture, and a general infusion of Puebloan blood and
-culture came into the Navajo. In the decades of the Gobernador Phase and later these
traits were repatterned and reinterpreted to fit the Nava/o way.

Frank W. Eddy (1366). Eddy s massive two-volume text ¥ very briefly concerns Navajo
Period sites recorded in thé Navajo Reservoir District of northwestern New Mexico. Earlyin his
investigation, both Dinétah and Gobernadot Phase sites were recorded, but most.excavation
" was limited to the latter. In fact, Eddy never uses the term “Dinétah Phase,’ -a cultural period
originally defined by subtracting traits known to be of Pueblo origintoarrive ata '‘core’ of traits

believed to have been brought by the Navajos when they entered the Southwest. Eddy *

recommends more careful study to elucidate the presence and distinguishing characteristics
. of such a phase: ®® ! ;

In this study, | have not used the term Dinétah Phase, and suggest that a thorough
test of the ccncept be made preferably in the Gobernador District where there is a
preponderance .of archaeological and historical information on the Navajo. . . In
addition to the objections voiced in the 1964 study of Schoenwetter and Eddy is the
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present realization of the low potsherd counts with the high probab/l/ty of srat/st/ca/

, skewmg If more ceramics had been collectad from some of the sites labeled Dinétah

Phase in the past, decorated types-of Ceramics Group. Ba might well have shayved

up! This is not to say that a pre-Refugee Period Navajo occupation did not take place in

the northwestern portion of New Mexico, a fact -well demonstrgted by historical

. recor?_!s . but the sites to demonstrate the specific pre-A.D. 1700 Navajo
occupation wrjthin the Reservoir Digtrict have not been convincingly isolated.

Sites classified as Gobernador Phase‘(1700 to 1776 A.D.) are, acco(dlng to Eddy,l

clustered in'scattered communities. Iri one case the density of certain Gobernador Phase sites .

exceeds that of any other cultural period. The highest concentratton - 8.6 sites per square mlle
- -~ occurs in narrow Pine River Canyon.

.~ economy. He estimates the total Goberngdor populatlo.

——Eddy records Frances Polychrome as the first Navajo attempt at painted decorated ware.
Other artifacts recovered in this study include hunting and milling tools. (A greater quantity
was found of the former than the latter.) Only one probable Navajo burial was dlscovered and
Eddy notes that the lack of any other Navajo graves leaves doubt regarding the nature of burlal
customs during the seventeenth century.
The presence of storage facilities, trade Jtems and an elaborate rellgtous system -- traits-
‘that could only have developed through suffici jsure time -- suggest to Eddy a surplus

have been alive at any one time. ‘-

M.A. Stokes and T.L. Smiley (1966; 1969). Stokes and.Smiley collected tree-ring
specimens throuqhout the Navajo Land Claims area, including a portion of Dinétah. In the
northern sector, a total of 279 specimens were retrieved, of which 145 were dated.. & (All but
two of the samples were pinyon pine.) The earliest dates for these collections range from
1668+, 1679+, and 1684+ in the Upper San.Juan area) to 1620+ and 1702+;n the Lower San
Juan.

In the eastern sector a total of 724 specimens were obtained; ‘346 of these were dated 70

840 lndlwduals, of which 41 0 may

'
‘.

L)

The Rio Puerco area, which runs along the extreme eastern edge of the land claim, contained :

dated samples from 1696+G to between 1700 and 1760. The single sample collected fromthe
Gallegos Canyon was dated at 1903+G. Three samples were dated prior to 1760 A.D. in Chaco
Canyon. In Canyon Largo, 12 samples were deted from 1630 to 1699, and 123 received dates
from 1700 to 1750. The earliest date -- 1644+ --was also found in this area.

‘The thost interesting report in this investigation-comes-fromthe ‘southern sector. "
Here, three dates from-the-fourtéenth century were obtained at Mariano Mesa, eight miles
north of Quemado, New Mexico. Nine fifteenth century samples were collected fromthe same
area. Unfortunately, no adequate work in the region has béan undertaken to provrde additional
information on these provocative, early Navajo tree-ring dates.

“* David Stahle (1973). Stahle’s paper concerns.a masonry pueblito ruin (LA-2298),

‘situated on the east side of Canyon Largo Wash at the mouth of Tapacita Creek. 72 The ruin,
which contains seven rooms, was dated to between 1690 and 1694 A.D.

Stahle cites the re-analysis of all Solithwest tree-ring dates by the Untversuty of

Arizona's Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research, and notes that many dates have been changedin

this second analysis. The result is the elimination of all Navajo dates prior to:1 700, except those
for CM-35 (which has seven dates from 1350 to 1606). Stahle questions the CM-35 dates,
claiming that LA-2298 records the earliest absolutely dated Navajo site in the Southwest.

Nonetheless, he recommends that the determination of dates for the earliest Navajo sites

L ]
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focus on the collection of tree-ring specimens.

John P. Wilson and A.H. Warren (1924). These researchers pose the question, 'LA-
2298: the Earliest Puebiito?” 72 The LA-2298 site is described as a well dated pueblito located
in old Navajo country, about which little is known. Archaeological data indicate, however, that
this site and others like it were built and occupied by Navajo Indians, Pueblo,Indians living
among the Navajos or both. The trade pottery found at LA-2298, according to Wilson and
Warren, suggests communication with at least two Keres villages and with Acoma and Zunj,
but probably not Jemez.

The best substantiated date for this site, the authors continue, is 1696 when it was
occupied by Navajos and Pueblo refugees. With its tree-cutting dates of 1690 and 1695, the
site probably saw refugees from a slightly earlier incident as well, ''if indeed the site is not an
indigenous Navajo development.” 7* In conclusion, Wilson and Warren state: ''Whatever its
origin and whoever its inhabitants, LA-2298 is the earliest pueblito structure currently
‘known." o

“William Robinson. Bruce Harrill and Richard Warren (7974) These investigators report
several tree-ring dates jor sites in the Dinétah area: 1426++vv, 1506+vv, 1583++v, 15684++G, -
. 1589++vy, 1595v, 1622++vw, 1035vv, 1659++vy, 1662++vv 1667vv, 1684vv, 1692++vy,

1693v, and 1694v. ™ They state, however, that there are far more Navajo sites with dates inthe
1700s. :

These dates are assocnated with two cultural phases. Largo Canyon Group |l sites reflect
thie period from the early sixteenth to the late eighteenth century; sites in the Gobernador
Group encompass a time span from the early 1400s to the mid-1700s. 77

Curtis'Schaafsma (1975-1978). Schaatsma’s several publications concern the Piedra
Lumbre area, of the Chama Valley in northern New Mexico. ® The 38 sites located there, he
claims, represent the earliest dated Navajo sites (with tree-ring dateé of 1618vv, 1669vyv,
'1709vv, and 1760wv). Further. Schaafsma says, this identification is supported by and indeed
expected given the evidence from early Spanish accounts of Navajos in the area: 7

[A) reappraisal of the data on these early Navajo hunter/ gatherer/horticulturalists
leads one to agree with Carlson that there was no definite evidence of Navajo
settlements in the Largo and Gobernador localities prior to 1696. In-contrast, there s

" abundant historical evidence that the Ndvd/os were resident in the Chama Valley
near the reservo:r prior to 1696. /

“If the Piedra Phase derives from the seventeenth- cer{tmy Navajo occupation of the
Chama Valley.” Schaafsma continues, “there will be several rﬂa)oraddltnonsto our knowledge
of early Navajo culture.” ® These include the following: /

!

K
1) the sites would represent the oldest known archaeological complex for the Navajos;

!
2) the lack of pottery in the Piedra Lumbre Pha‘p‘e that was not clearly traded from
" nearby Pueblos indicates that Navajos did ngt make pottery before c. 1700;

w

3) projectile points associated with the Piedra Lumbre Phase may constitute the oldest
known kind of any Navajo point, and may help to identify other early Navajo
archaeological sites,

1 -

4

4) the presence of sheep and goat husbandry in the Piedra Lumbre Phase indicates

1]
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that Navajos 'addpted animal husbandry before 1710, if not considerably garlier,

§) house types of the Piedra Lumbre Phase may alter-our concept of edrly Navéjo
habitations; and finally, : . 8

) ”ranchar‘ios" or village-like settlements indicate that pre-eighteenth century
’ Naviio culture allowed for the formation of multi-family social groups.

E. Charles Adams (1976). Adams reports on seven Gobernador Phase Navajo sites in S
southwest Colorado. ' No excavation was undertaken at these sites, but they were surveyed
and "light scatters of polychrome or bichrome pottery’| were.found. # The most common
pottery type was Gobernador Polychrome. - : : . '

The spersaness of artifacts and other identifiable features at these sites leads Adams to
suggest that they represent seasonal hunting and gathering camps rather than permanent
_ habitations. He states that: 1) Gobernador Phase sites of the Piedra District (southwest
Colorado) should post-date those to the south; and 2) no Dinétah Phase (earlier) sites are likely,
to be located in the Piedra Upper Navajo Reservoir District. ' : ' L

Charles Reher (1977). Reher's Settlement and Subsistence Along the Lower Chaco \\A )
River ‘was written as part of the proposed Coal Gasification Project and a survey to provide
current environmental impact information on the proposed lease area.® This area lies .
immediately south of Waterflow, New Mexico, and is some distance from Chaco Canyon.

A total of 41 3 sites were idantified in Reher's research. Most date tothe 1800s and later.
“Except for one defensive pueblito, probably dating between A.D. 1700 and 1760," Reher
claims, ""the Navajos expanded into the area after 1875 and then occupied it continuously until
the present.”® No tree-ring dates were obtained for any Navajo sites in the area.

Harry Hadlock (1979). Hadlock's published work centers on the Crow and Largo
Canyons. ** He describes the topography of these areas, with particular attention to their rack
art, and presents an interesting and illuminating scenario of the first Navajo occupation in
Dinétah. On the Navajos’ arrival into this region, Hadlock says:*

Not until the 1500s was the Largo reoccupied, and then by a new group. Navajos
entering the Southwest at the time found the beauty and solitude of this expanse of
canyon land and mesas to their liking. ' :

It is important to recognize and appreciate the nearly 30 years of dedicated service the
Hadlocks have contributed in their investigation and field research in the Dinétah area. While
unpublished, the Hadlocks’ eight volumes of photographs, maps and site reports provide a
major source of information, primarily on the pictographs and petroglyphs of the region. ®

Navsjo Land Claims investigations (1950-1980)

The millions of dollars expended by the Navajo Tribe on their claims case against the
federal government warrant separate treatment as this relates to the Dinétah area. The tribe
began its suit againstthe governmentin 1948, in 1952 the attorney for the Navajo Land Claims
Case * hired Richard F. Van Valkenburgh to head up field work and archaeological research for
the case. Van Valkenburgh died unexpectedly five years later. His former assistant, J. Lee
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Correll, was then hired to take Van Valkenburgh's place and remained employed by the tribe
until his death in 1980. The work headed by these two men covered some 35,000,000 acres
encompassing an area the size of New England. Using Navajo informants to locate old Navajo
sites, rasearch teams combed sections of land on and off the reservation. Their primary focus
was the period of Anglo-American contact (1848-1868), which ended with the signing of the
Navajo Treaty. While the major investigative thrust was on this 20-year period, the research
recorded Navajo sites and structures dated before and after this period.

.Archaeological field work undertaken between 1951 and 1963 located and recorded
2,300 sites. These ranged from a single unit or sherd area to a complex of 23 hogans and
associated auxiliary structures. A total of 3,647 tree-ring specimens which contained timbers
suitable for dating, were collected. To assist the Tree-Ring Laboratory at the University of
Arizona in processing the Navajo specimens, some 1,000 cores of living trees were aiso
obtained. Of these, 506 were cataloged at the Laboratory to establish regional chronologies.
This enabled 40 per cent of the tree-ring samples to be dated. Altogether, dates were obtained
" for 406 of the 2,300 sites.

Each tree-ring specimen submitted tothe Laboratory for analysis was labeled with a site
designation based principally on: 1) primary and secondary drainage systems; 2) structure and
position of the structure from which it was obtained; 3) date of collection and collector; and 4)
where deferminable, the method of felling (whether burned or broken off, cut with a stone or
axe or at more recent sites, sawed). Organization of the tree-ring data is presented in Table
2. : '

: TABLE 2. Tree-Ring Data Analyzed for Navajo Land Claims Case

Not Pro- Numbaur of
Claims Biator end Submitiod 1o Lob My b coseed Qo
North 297 . 237 60 1456
East 770 724 42 346
South 839 797 42 229
West 1,741 1,283 458 482
TOTALS 3,647 3 041

PPN . . e ok Mk Mot e B mb & m el ke soa ew e o ¢ 4 en e A et e i i s etk E s $4RiAe & 4 i ek b iam bk b e 1asvis mbame rafo Ga sieme =
—— - LT T A e reme

itis of interest that the area containing the earliest tree-ring dates is notinthe northern
or eastern sectors, as might be expected. Instead, the earliest tree-ring dates are found in the
southern sector, about nine miles north of Quemado, New Mexico. Three specimens from this
area date to the late 13003‘1387inc 1393inc., and 1394inc.). Two dates from the fourteenth
century were also recorded at sites in Chaco (Canyon, New Mexico (1360vv and 1398vv).
Remarkably, no proper field work has ever been undertaken to test or determine the
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implications of these early dates.
In the general vicinity of Quemado, a collection of 34 Navajo hogan sites dating between
1350 to 1699 was uncovered. Eight site types were discerned: 1) forked-pole hogan sites; 2)
large sites with cribbed log hogans; 3) small sites with cribbed 1og hogans, 4)stone foundation
sites; 5) windbreak and shelter sites; 6) isolated sweathouse; 7) antelope corrals; and 8)
“miscellaneous. The bulk of these sites yielded tree-ring dates prior to'1700. A forked-pole
hogan site (S-ULC-C2-B) yielded the earliest tree-ring dates of 1387, 1393 and 1394 A.D.

J Lee Correll standing b, thesouth side entranceto windbreak #1, located at Cebolleta Mesa, New Mexico (1957,
Navajo Land Claims photograph).

Some scholars have bnan reluctant to accept these dates. David Brugge, however,
makes this suggestion: %

The structures themselves are obviously not that old, since they have produced many
other tree-ring dates which are later in tirme, but the possibihity that they were builtin
part with wood salvaged from earher structures at the site or nearby cannot be
immediately discounted. -

"\
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Two hdgans with George Garcia and Mariano Herrera in pictureg; located at Wild Horse Spring, New Mexico (1953;
Navajo Land Claims photograph). .

=y

Brugge also notes that archaeological research to date has failed to identify other early Navajo
sites for which there is. doumentation in Spgnish accounts. ®!

Indeed, even for the first century of settlement in New Mexico, . . . . the Apachean
occupation is amply documented for lands all around the diminished Pueblo domain .
.. (but) no sound archaeological evidence of this occupation has ever been reported.

J. Lee Correll believed the Quemado sites were all Navajo, and he listed them as such in
the first f his six-volume treatise, Through White Man's Eyes: A Contribution to Navajo
History. 2 Brugge, on the other hand, was not convinced and recommended more excavations
to determine clearly whether all or part were Navajo sites or those of some other Athapaskan

group.
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It is important to remember that the Navajo Land Claims mvestlgatnon was concerned
with a very limited time span. Investigators did not need to show evidence of early Navajo entry
into the Southwest; the merits of the Navajos’ case against the federal government rested
solely on evidence collected from sites occupied between 1848 and 1868. Nevertheless, the
Land Claims research findings do have significant implications for early Navajo history.

Correll records five fourteenth -century dates based on tree-ring analysis of sites
ihvestigated during the Land Claims case: * .

: /

1) 1350vv
2) 1387inc
3) 1393inc
4) 1394+

5) 7398v_v

1)1421+

2) 1424+inc
3) 1432vv
4) 1447+

5) 1448+

6) 1451+

7) 1462+inc
8) 1464+inc
9) 14689vv
10) 1474inc
11) 1478+inc
12) 1484+
13) 7497+X

- Chacra Measa, northwastern New Mexico;

- Mariano Mesa, eight miles north of Quemado, New Mexico;
- Mariano Mesa: - :

- Mariano Mesa,

- Chacra Mesa.

He identifies fufteenth century tree-ring dates from Navajo archaeologlcal structures as -
follows: '

»

- Mariano Mesa,

- Mariano Mesa: }
- Chacra Mesa '
- Mariano Mesa,

- Mariano Mesa,

- Mariano Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa,

- Chacra Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa;

- Mariano.Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa;

. Gobernador Canyon.

Twenty-two sixteenth century tree- -ring dates from Navajo archaeologncal features are-

1) 1504+

2) 15610inc
.~ 3) 1510inc
4) 1521+

5) 1535+

6) 1535+

7) 15641+inc
8) 1541+ /20
9) 1542+inc
10 1543+
11) 1544+
12) 1652vv
13) 1553+inc

recorded in Correll’'s document:

- Mariano Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa,

- Mariano Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa,;

. Escondido Mesa, south of Quemado New Mexico;
- Goburnador Canyon;

- Mariano Mesa;

- Vicinity of Atarque, Nuw Mexico;

- Vicinity of Counselor, New Mexuco,
- Chacra Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa;
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14) 1558inc .

16) 15669+inc
16) 1572++v
+17) 1578+inc
18) 1681+inc
19) 1587+inc

20) 1588+
21) 15690+inc
22) 1695++vv

- Mariano Mesa;
- Escondido Mesa,
- Chacra Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa,;

- Escondido Mesa; /
- Chacra Mesa.

Other seventeenth caniury dates listed by Correll ,include:

1) 1601+inc
2) 1620+
3) 1622+inc

- Mariano Mesa;
. White Canyon, Lower San Juan River, Utah;
- Allegro Mountain, South of Pietown, New Mexico;

4) 1622+incG - Upper Orabi Wash, Arizona;
5) 1628inc cG - Alamo Creek, Puertocito, New Mexico;

6) 1630+
7) 1634+

8) 1634vv
9) 1641+inc
10) 1647+

- Canyon Largo; New Mexico;
- Mariano Mesa,;

- Chacra Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa;

- Mariano Mesa;

11) 1653+incG - Mariano Mesa;

12) 1665inc

. Mariano Mesa; N

13) 1656+ /20 - Gobernador Canyon;

14) 1664+
15) 1666inc
16) 1667inc
17) 1668+
18) 1672+
19) 1673+X
20) 1673+inc
21) 1674inc
22) 1675inc
23) 1675¢
24) 1679+
25) 1682inc
26) 1683inc
27) 1683+
28) 1687+inc
29) 1689+X
-30) 1689inc
31) 1690inc
32) 1691+inc
33)1691inc
34) 1692inc
. 36) 1696+G

- Mariano Mesa;
- Tse Chizzi, near Steamboat, Arizona;
- Canyon Largo;
- Gobernado Canyon;
- Upper Oraibi Wash;
- Big Bead Mesa, northeast of Mt Taylor, New Mexico;
- Vicinity of Ataruqe, New Mexico;
- Canyon Largo;

. - Mariano Mesa;

- Canyon Largo;
- Gobernador Canyon;
- Canyon Largo; -
- Canyon Largo,
- Gobernador Canyon;
- Mariano Mesa;
- Big Bead Mesa,
- Canyon Largo;
. Canyon Largo;
- Allegro Mountain;
. Canyon Largo;
- Canyon Largo,
- Mesa Gigante; vicinity of Cafioncito, New Mexico;

s
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36) 1696+ - Canyon Largo;
37) 1699+inc - Mariano Mesa,
38) 1699incG -~ - Canyon Largo.

\

‘).)._
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Hogan remains #1 R.F Van Valkenburgh is on the south side of the vestibule; Jim Dick and George Jim sit at the
southwest side of the hogan. Gobernador-La Jata Canyon, New Mexico (1954, Navajo Land Claims photograph).

The entire area claimed by the Navajo Tribe encompasses a total of 1,409 sites including
4.726 separate structures. Of these, 2,601 are hogans; the most frequertly used dwellings are
forked pole (711) and cribbed log (638) types. Only 35 burials are reported in the Navajo area,
and half {(21) of these are located in the western portion of the reservation.

One investigation conducted for the land claims case uncovered methods used to cut
logs prior to the Navajos' internment at Fort Sumner A total of 236 wood samples were
determined to have been nut by burming, while 66 had been cut with a stone axe.
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Another study concerns the distance between ash dumps and hogan sites, and the size
of the hogan's diameter. * Prior to the Fort Sumner exile, ash dumps were situated closer to
the hogan (15 feet away or less), and hogan diameters were small (10 feet or less). This
typology became part of the basis for ranking undated Navajo sites. Eighty-four per cent of
hogans dated before the Fort Sumner exile are 10 feet or smaller in diameter; for sites dated
after Fort Sumner, this figure drops to 16 per cent. Interestingly, most antelope corrals appear
in sites.dated prior to the Fort Sumner period (97 per cent), while only three (three per cent)
have been dated after this time. % h

A final major component of the land claims research concerns site inventories. These
catalog a number of Navajo culture traits including hogan types (forked stick, cribbed log,
stone, rock shelter and other architectural varieties). Stock corrals, lamb pens; sweathouses,,
game corrals, windbreaks, shelters, pueblitos, fortifications, burials, dam-pothole structures,
dance corrals, eagle crag \,aps, field-ditch, glyphs, granary-storage/loom-weaving shelters,
mescal pits, ovens, rock:game, rock shelters, sherd areas, shrines, smithies, stone
house/cabins, tent sites, trails and unidentified structures were also recorded and classified”

Mogan #1, located In the Carrizo Wash a,ea north ot Quemado, New Mexico. David Brugge pictured (1960
Navajo Land Claims photograph). i
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‘Rock-walled hogan remains located in the Middle Puerco, New Mexnco; with J. Lee Correll in photo (1958; Navajo
- Land €laims photograph)
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Remains of hogan #3 located in Goborﬁador-La Jara Canyon area, New Mexico. J. Lee Correll is'ih center back of
photo (1854, Navajo Land Claims photograph).
|
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Sheiter 05 In Soda Sprlngs Colorado R. F vVan Valkenburgh Is pictured to the rlght wlth George Jim on the left
(1954; Navajo Land Claims photograph). .
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Summary and Evaluation of the Archaeological Record

‘An exatinination of the literature reveals several points of note. It is clear that earlier
investigators, in general, posit a much earlier date for Navajo arrival in the Southwest (¢.1500
or earlier) than researchers who conducted their work during or after the mid-1960s. The
published results of these archdeologucal investigations highlight a second point: Navajo
archm'ology 1s still very 'young' as a discipline and field of endeavor. There has been little
sustained effort that has not been motivated by salvage or land claims concerns. Further, no
professional archaeologists have givers therr full time and attention to field archaeology in the
Navajo fegion, "

The first systematic archaeology in the area began in the late 1930s. The earliest
mvestigators donot indicate site-dates or suggest hypoth(-ws for the origin of the Navayos in
the Southwest. Hall, yn 1944, was the first to-publish an hypothesis on Navajo entry into the
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Southwaest, placing this dé-te atl”a\pproximately 1400 to 1600 A.D or earlier. He'raport,s one site
in Gobernador Canyon datéd at'\1541+20 to 1491+x, Farmer (1942, 1947) surmises that the

Upper Largo area was little used 'until 1400 A.D. Implicit in his hypothesis is the assumption’

that the Navajos came into the aréa about thattime. Riley(1954)sugge§ts the Navajos entered
" the Southwest before: 1500 A.D. and “possibly several hundred years earlier.”

It was not nintil Hester wrote'(in 1962 and 1963) that later dates bacame popular for

Navajo arrival in the Southwest. Hestér postulates a Dinétah Phase (1500 to 1700), but ddes

LI

not find sufficient eviden&e of its existence to prove this period in Navajo history to others. He -

therefore places the date of Navajo arrival in the Southwest during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. Although this was only a “guess’ on Hester's part (based on limited site
samples), his work set a precedent for future studies.

Thus, many researchers claim thattree-ring dates for Navajo sites all concentrate in the
late seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Yet many puzzling exceptions exist. CM-35

~ produced dates as early as 1350 A.D.: Hall records a mid-sixteenth to late fifteenth century
" date; 13 fifteénth century dates and five dates extending into the fourteenth century were

" found by the Navajo Land Claims investigation. It is of interest that not a single archaeologist

who is not associated with the Navajo Land Claims cas® has chosen to use these early dates. .

Instead, the dates are for the most part ignored. The difference between these tree-ring dates,

however, is outstanding. Hester suggests a Navajo arrival date in the Southwest that follows
the arrival of the Spanish (after1540). THis time of entry and that suggested by the Land Claims
case material and Bannister’s CM-35 site diverge by some 200 years. oo
There cén be little doubt that this discrepancy will continue as a majar controversy in the
Navajo archaeological and historical record. The controversy, however, seems to rest on a
. highly questionable premise. Data supporting an early arrival date are based on one oi the most
accurate dating'methods known to date: dendrochronology. lronically this is the same
methodology used to.date many /ater sites as well. The fallacy underlying the rejection of

earlier Navajo sites lies in the assumption that, because there are more abundantdata for later

sites, these sites represent the original and first ones dcchpied by the Navajos on their arrival .

into the region: g 4 _

A more reasomlnble and parsimonious.explanation exists. Assuming the tree-ring dates
for early sites are just as accurate as those for later ones, it appears likely that there would, in
fact, be fewer early (i.e,; fourteenth and fifteenth century) sites than later ones, since the later:

dates reflect a time/period during which the Navajos were expanding their population and
territory. This is precisely what is reflected in the data. ' E

The anthropologist J.O. Brew recognizes this when he writes of the current controversy

surroynding the time of Navajo arrival in the Southwest:

Some years ago the southeastern United States suffered from an archaeological
stampede to date the advanced sites later and later until it began to seem that the
. Temple Mounds must have been built by Mexican Indians who came up with De Sota.
- Similarly, the.arrival of the Athabascans in the Southwest has been getting later and
later until one sometimes finds oneself wondering whether they have‘really arrived
yet. !

Ultimately, prouf of fourteenth century (or earlieri‘Navajo occlpation in the Southwest
will rest on further research. The dating discrepancy’ represents p-unique and tantalizing

puzzle; yet few scholars have taken it up gr attempted to solve it. Indeed, the published record
1




indicates that there nas been an overall decline i the intensity of archaeological research
conducted in the Dinétah area in recent ypars. Few\comprehensive efforts have been made --
except those cases motivated ky salvage or land claims needs -- to clarify Navajo archaeclogy.
The earliest and largest numbér of tree-ring specimens derive from the Guemado area, but
{here has been no intensive excavation of this region to pursue Correll’s investigationthere. A
sacond collection of Navajo tree-ring samples darives from the Gobernador, Chaco, and Chacra
Canyon areus; no excavation has been undertaken to follow these leada. Why? '

One reason may be the lack of perishable goods that characterizes the Navajo-
Athapaskans, making location of their sites more ditficult than trying to find those of more
sedentary peoples such as the Anasazi. Another reason involves an historical lack of tribal
financial commitment 1o such lnny-tarm projects. Budgetary restrictions encourage salvage
archaeology -- short-term projects aimed at getting ciearance to build roads, dams, schools,
ete. -- at the expense of more longitudinal and meaningful research. - i

It is this writer's opinion that the evidence from Quemado and other, early
archaeological sites in the area supports an arrival date of 1100to 1300 A.D. for Navajos in the

" Sonthwest. If the Navajo people are to lvarn more about their history and culture from

archaeologists, the past biacas and neglect ot these early tree-ring 0ates must be abandoned. It
is unfortunate that the millions of tribal dollarc aliocated for the Navajo Land Claims case have
not resulted in publication of most of the findings. It is aiso tragic that the two leaders of that
research effort, Van Valkenburgh and Correll, have died and were unable to continue the
sedrch for the earliest dated Navajo site in the Southwest, as each wanted to dol
Archagoloqyy is not the only, or necessarily best way to determire Navajo origins and
dates for their arrival v the Southwest. It is, nonetheless, one important means of making
these determinations, and bears greater consideration and support by tha Navajo Tribe.

Y 41




S eimmn aea e

\
i
1

. ;-'xl, 42 N / ,

00 Gt AILRE




CHAPTER THREE
The Spanish Period: 1540- 1821

. (Section | by George Hammond ')

"THE EARLY HISTORY OF the Navajos is shrouded in obscurity. When the Spaniards
made the first great exploration of the Southwest under the leadership of Francisco Vasquez
Coronado in 1540-42, the chroniclers of the expedition left no definite record of nomadic
tribes, particularly those west of the:Rio Grande. Instead, the Spanish interest was in settled

- Indian societies displaying great wealth, such as those in Mexico. Atfirst Coronado thought he

had found this in Zuni, then called Cibola, but as the dream quickly dispelled he led his
expedition to the Rio Grande Valley and lived among the Pueblo Indians of that region for two
years. When he heard of gold-rich Quivera to the east he made a great trip to what is now

'Kansas. Thera, he found nothing of value -- only great numbers of buffalo-hunting Indians.

Coronado also sent explorers to the west, one of whorn, Lopez de Cardenas, discovered
the kingdom of Tusayan (modern Hopi land). Finding the people there very poor, de Cardenas
traveled farther west in search of riches and later discovered the Grand Canyon of the
Colorado. The meager accounts of the expedition give no record of the nomadic or wild tribes of
this western region. Indeed, the major surviving account of the Coronado expedition was
written by ar: old soldier, Pedro de Castafieda, some twenty years after the explorers’ return to
Mexico. Neither Navajos ncr Apaches are imentioned by name. Only the Querechos tothe east
of the Rio Grande received some detailed description,

After Coronado's expedition the Spaniards forg"ot\ about New Mexico. The great silver
mines of Zacatecas, discovered in 1545, led to an extraordinary rush of miners, soldiers, and
settlers to this area. By 15680 the mines and settlements had pushed northward into
Chihuahua, where rumors of the settled indians of New Mexico and their big houses were
again heard. Reports had it that they were rich, a veritable 'other-Mexico,” and two small but
important expeditions led by Rodriquez-Chamuscado and Espejo-Beltran rediscovered and re-
explored New Mexico between 1581 and 1588. Both explored the Pueblo area of the Rio
Grande Valley, the Pacos Valley, and west to Zuni. Expejo, hearing of silver mines farther west,
went in search of them, visited the Hopi pueblos, and then struck west to luook forthe mines. He
reported that ten leagues (about thirty miles) west of the puablo of Awatabi (one of the Hopi
pueblos), his party came to the Little Colorado which was ‘settled by warlike mountainous
people.’ This was in the vicinity of modern Winslow. These may have been '‘Apaches-de-

Navajo,’ but there is no further explanation of them. Farther on, probably in the Flagstaff

1}
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region, the explorers ‘found a rancheria belonging to mountaious paople’ who fled before
them, but they waited and parleyed. Since these people had crosses, they have generally been
thought to be Yavapai. >

While returning from Zuni toward the Rio Grande, Espejo and his men had a scrape with
the Acomas anrd certain ‘Querechos’ at modern Acomita, near Mount Taylor. This occurred
when some of Espejo’'s servants fled and one was killed. Peace negotiations with the
Querechos followed, in which it was agreed that the latter would release a Querecho woman
who had been given to the Spaniards at Moqui {but who had fled), in exchange for a Querecho
girl that the Spaniards had seized. When the exchange was to be made, the Querechos tried to
trick the Spaniards out of both women, Shots were exchanged and a Spanish soldier wounded.
The Querecho woman-escaped in the melee.

This incident may be insignificantin itself, but itis importantin thatitis the first recorded
contact between Spaniards and Querechos, who were probably ancestors to the mudern
Navajos. It should also be noted that Espejo got one of the Querechos’ women while among the
Hopis, indicating that the Hopis were also in tuntact with the Navajos, and thei* met larger
numbers of them near Laguna on his retut/n to the Rio Grande. Apparently these Querechos
already occupied the modern Navajo cn?ntry at the end of the sixteenth century

Even though Espejo did not mention meeting any Indians before reaching Hopi, it is
interesting to observe the comment (7 Luxan, the chronicler of the Espejo expedition, who
wrote. \

The Lord willed this that the w/mle land shou/d tremble for ten lone Spaniards, for
there were over twelve thousaﬁd Indians in the Hopi province with bows and arrows,
and many Chichimecos w_hom they call 'Corechos’ (that is, Querechos).

A

At this time the Indians were terrified of the Spaniards -- thair horses, their firearms -- all of
which must have seemed to them as wonders from another world. Itis quite possible thatthese
were Navajos who were keeping out of the way and cancealed, not adifficult thing todo, asthe
Spaniards stuck to the beaten trails.

The Espejo expedition returne:' to Mexico in 1683, raported on the wonderful country
they had visited, and sought royal permission to go back and conquer the land. The king did
order that it be conquered and colonized, but it was Don Juan de Ofate, descendant of a
wealthy and prominent Zacatecas family, who became leader of the expedition and first
governor and founder of the new colony.

The Ofate expedition, which got under way in 1698, established headquarters in
northern New Mexico, first at San Juan and then at San Gabriel where the Chama River
empties into the Rio Grande. Very soon the Spaniards settled down to the pattern of life they
had developed for such frontier regions. The governor, with a few soldier-saettlers, lived at the
capital, and the friars were assigned to the various pueblos to learn the languages of the
Indidns and to convert them to Christianity. At the same time, the governor and his captains
explored in every direction where rumor or hope suggested discovery of the riches that would
satisfy their dreams and ambitions. \ A

All of the Pueblo Indians accepted the new.conquerors and swore allegiance to their God
and King. Only at Acoma, in 1698, did they break this oath, which led io destruction of the
puablo and death or servitude for its people.

¥

\ a4 SSA




Onate’s search for weaith led him in 1601 on a great expedition to Quivira {in the
present State of Kansas), which proved as vain as Coronado’s early journey there. Then, in
1604-05, Ofate headed a great exploration that took him to the Gulf of California. He went by
way of Zuni and the Hopi pueblos, but the records of the expedition, aside from a cursaury
reference to the Cruzados (generally identified with the Yavapais near the San Francisco
Peaks), make no reference to tb,gnomadnc tribes in the region between the Rio Grande and the
Rio Colorado.

While Onate and his captams were so completely absorbed in the discovery of riches,
they gave little or no attention to the ‘wild’ tribes, or at least did not write to the Crown about
them. This is clear from a decree of Viceroy Don Luis de Velasco of Mexico issued on March 6,
1608, while the king and his council debated what to do with New Mexico. There was muth
discussion of abandoning the province at this time. The viceroy wrote that since ‘the Spaniar'ps
and the Christian and peaceful natives in New Mexico are frequently harassed by attack of the
Apache Indians, who destroy and burn their pueblos, waylay and kill their people bytreacher}/,
steal their horses and cause other damages,’ he ordered the governor to send out adequate
patrols to stop such outrages and to defend the friendly natives. Clearly, if the hostile Indians
caused such damages to the Christian and friendly Indians who had the support of Spanis
arms, the situation was very serious. It is of course not possible to say categorically that th
hostile Apaches were Navajos, but it is likely that they were.

This idea is supported by the fact that a major reason for abandoning the capital at San
Gabriel {(modern Chamita, Mexico), where it had been since 1699, and moving itto Santa Fe in
1610, was San Gabriel's exposure to the Navajo attacks. One of the Spanish chroniclers wrote:

San Gabriel tue algunos arios la capital de la Provincia, después, acaso por la
estrechez del sitio, y or ser entonces frontera abierta de los Apache Nabajoes, se
. despoblo, y traslado a donde hoy permanece con el nombre de Santa Fe.

That is, San Gabriel was for a time the capital, but it was abandoned because of its harrow & \d
confined location and because ‘it was then the exposed frontier of the Navajo Apaches, '
wherefore it was abandoned and moved to Santa Fe.’

The Chama River has always been a major route of travel between the Upper Rio Grande
and the lands to the west. From the San Juan River, traders and warriors found it a natural
route to the Rio Grande where most of the Indian pueb. swere located, and it was so used from
time immemorial. Later, when Spanish and American soldiers made expeditions against the

o Indians of northwestern New Mexico, or journeyed to explore Utah or western Colorado, this
was a favorite route. Navajo use of this avenue in the time of Ofate is, however, the first
recorded instance of such travel, but it locates the Nava;os in the Chama River regionin 1600.

In 1609, when Don Pedro de Peralta was sent as governor to New Mexico, he was
enjoined by the viceroy of Mexico to be on guard agamst the hostile natives, since some of the
missions were on the frontier of the Apaches and it was among them that the hostile bands
formed their conspiracies. These Apaches were probably Navajos.

' Peralta’s immediate task as governor was two-fold: to found the new capital at Santa Fe
and reorganize the defenses of the province. The eminent authority on the New Mexico
missions, Dr.- Frances V. Scholes, writes on the subject of defense:




L

ORate had r-duced the Pueblos to submission by the drastic punishment of Acoma in
1599 and by tirmness in dealing with Jumanos on the eastern frontier, but numerous \
complaints had been received concerning his failure to deal in an appropriate
manner with the Apaches and Navahos. Consequen.ly Peralta's instructions \
contained detailed suggestions concerning relations with the Apaches and the !
proper measures for defending the pueblos from attack by these marauders.

The governor was instructed to make no expeditions to the frontier until the settled area had
been established on a sound basis; the Pueblo Indians were to be concentrated into fewer, |
larger villages, and future expeditions among the unconverted Indians were tobe made anly by /
the friars. s
. The decade after 1610 was for New Mexico a period of reaction to the hopeful days of
Onate’s conquest. Only a few soldiers and missionaries remained after 1610 to hold the
province, but by 1617 reintorcements began to flow to the northern outpost in greatér
numbers. There followed a period of great activity in mission building. Churches w?"re
constructed at Pecos and Jemez, among others, The ruins of the Jemez church are still to be
seen near modern Jemez Hot Springs. ' 7

These: Jemez Indians,'who occupied a8 number of pueblos in the Jemez River Valley,
were directly exposed to the Navajo frontier and thus became a sort uf buffer between the
hostile, nomadic Indians and those of the Pueblo area. Fray Geronimo de Zarate Salm/erén,
who went to Jemez as a missionary in 1622, established the mission of San Jose at the g’ueblo
of Giusewa, near the famous hot springs, but there was soon trouble — both internal and
external. In 1623, there was a serious uprising in the pueblo, and this was followed by/Navajo
raids in the succeeding three years. Says Scholes of Jemezin this decade: ‘famine andf‘lavaho
raids reduced them to a miserable state.’ !

It is fortunate that New Mexico had a great chronicler in the seventeenth centlry, Fray
Alonso de Benavides, a man of dynamic energy and vision. In 1625 he reached New Mexico,
empowered to be the custodian or leader of the missionaries and also the representative of the
powerful Inquisition. Imbued with zeal for converting the natives, whether Pueblo, Navajo, or
Apache, he went to work with tremendous enthusiasm and energy. When he returned to
Mexico in 1630, it was to plead for greater support for the New Mexico missions; &5 part of his
campaign he wrote a famous Memorial which was published.in Spain in 1630. In.this
Memorial he described conditions in the province in minute detail, explaining the location of
the land, the origin and customs of the Indians, the condition of each of the pueblos or tribes,

_the work done by the friars, and she acceptance of the Christian taith by the Indians.

After describing Acoma, Zuni, and Moqui (Hopi), Benavides turnad to the nomadic tribes
of the west, the Apaches, 'who alone are more numerous that all the others together, and even
more numerous than the people of New Spain.' Beginning with the southern territory,
Benavides then dealt with individual groups. There were the Apaches del Perrillo, in the
Jornada del Muerto area of southern New Mexico, east of the Rio Grande, the Ciila Apaches, "
who extended ‘for more than fifty leagues along the frontier of the pueblos of New Mexico
toward the west,' and who lived about 14 leagues west of Senecu (i.e., west of Socorro, which
would put them near the headwaters of the Gila River). Following this wa- # deccription of the

> 'magmficient province and tribe of the Navajo Apaches,’ who lived ‘on the frontier of the
settlement of New Mexico,” and whose number was so great ‘that in less thar eight days, on
one occasion, they assembled more ' =~ thirty thousand to go to war, fo .ney are a very
bellicose pedple.’ ) .
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In the past it has been assumed that this was the first recorded account by the Spaniards -
of contact withthe Navajos. The work of Scholes however, which is largely based on Inquisition
records in the New Mexico National Archives of Mexico, and the Ofiate records from the
Spanish Archives of the Indies indicate that there were earlier contacts. The Spaniards
suffered from Navajo-Apache hostility as early as the Ofate expedition when they established
their “'rst outposts in northern New Mexico.

Benavides goes on to say:

Now in the month of September of last year, 1629, our Lord saw fitthat | should pacify
them. With this in view, | founded a friary and church in the pueblo of Santa Clara, of
the Teoas nation . . . Living along the border, they suffered a great'deal from these
Apaches. | was very anxious to make peace between them, because it wouldresultin®
the Navajos’ conversion. . .

He adds a story of meeting some of the Navajos ana converting them, concluding:

During the month of September of last year, 1963, | was taking care of the above-
mentioned Friary of Santa Clara in the pueblo of Capoo, which was the tenth and last
pueblo | founded for the honor and glory of God in those missions. It was most
frequently the victim of attacks from the Navajo Apaches. :

Describing the customs and characteristics of these people Benavides wrote thatthe
Gila Apachses had no cultivated fields, but lived by hunting. The Navajos, on the other hand
were ‘'very skillful farmers, for the word navaho means “large cultivated fields." '

In his Memorial of 1634, Bené vides-emphasized, ‘It must be noted that we are speaking
of the people of that nation {Navajo) vshich is on the frontier of the settiements of New Mexico,
and although the population around here is innumerable, it bacomes greaier as we go toward
the center of their land. . . He then outlined the limits of Navajo territory: the Navajos bordered
the Pueblo area — that is, the Jemez and Rio Grande Valleys — where the Spanishfriars were
laboring among the Pueblo Indians. Benavides recognized however, that the Navajos
increased ‘toward the center of their land.’ o

Following the departure of Benavides from New Mexico, the record again becomes
extremely sketchy for the next 50 years. The absence of records during this periodis due tothe
Indian uprising of 1680 in which the Spaniards were driven from New Mexico, losing 21 friars

and more than 400 settlers, and to the fact that there was nb Benavides in the province to.

champion its interests and relate its history.
Our knowledge of what happened prior to 1700 is based in large measure on the
services of one soldier-captain, Juan Dominguez de Mendoza. This soldier came to New

Mexico in 1642 and remained until the Pueblo Revolt. He was a tough fighter, capable and -

efficieng, and it was he who on many occasions was entrusted with the task'of punishing the
Navajos. No diary of any of these expeditions has been preserved, but in his statement of

sarvices to the king there are references to the campaigns he made against these Indians. -

Normally the authors of Spanish acgounts, whether a scribe at the capital at Santa Fe or
one of the friars, spoke of the Navajos simply as Apaches, the term by which they had been
known from the earliest times and which to the authors was sufficient to identify the cammon
enemy. At that time there could be no confusion in Santa Fe in identifying as Navajos any
'Apaches’ who raided along the Rio Grande settlements, nearly all of which lay north of Tomé
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or Isleta. The Apaches proper, or those that we today call Apaches. were far south and west of
the Navajo country, and while the Apaches doubtless made occasional raids to the southern
Rio Grande area, they were more prone to raid southward into the old Spanish settiements and
ranches of the Fronteras-Janos region in northern Sonora. As for the Jicarillas, who now
reside on a reservation west of the Rio Grande in northern New Mexico, they were, in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, far to the northeast among the Plains Indians. It was
not until pressure of other and more powerful Plains Indian tribes drove them westward inthe
nineteerth century, that some of them became domiciled inithe Chama-Gallina region just
before tlhhe American invasion. In short, it may be assumed that when the Spaniards in the
seventeenth century spoke of- Apache raids on the Jemez or nearby pueblos they referred to |
the modern Navajos. , ?

Though our records for the seventeenth century after the' tnme of Benavidesare meager,

it 1s clear that the Navajos were a scourge to the Spanish settleré‘ andthe Pueblo Indians of the.
Rio Grande Valley. Very éarly in the relations of these semi-nomadic tribes with the Rio Grande
people it became the custom (as it might have been before the épamards came) to raid their
enemies, not only for provisions but for captives. Indeed, each gr\.oup raided the other for this
purpose, as the scanty Spanish records of the period clearly show. The friars, laboring to
convert and civilize the Indians, opposed this practice vigorously but the business was
‘maintained by the governors or had their tacit support since they often kept s‘dch captives as
servants or sold them as a means of personal profit. This became a major source of conflict
between the governor and the head of the friars, as Scholes demonstrates in his two fine
monographs, Church and State of New Mexico, 1610-1650, published in 1957; and a
companion study, Troublous Times m New Mexico, 1659-1670 pubhshed in 1942, 'Scholes
summarizes the issue; ;

! v

‘ .
Expeditions were constantly being organized for the purpose seizing Apache i:aptives
to be sold as slaves in New Spain, with the result that the Apaches naturally made
counter-attacks on the pueblos — as happened during the times of the past governor,
when they hilled forty persons in one pueblo and seized eight pné;oners That these

Apaches were often Navajos there is no question.®

From the few extant seventeenth century records we have a reference in 1639 to the
urgency of keeping up the war against the unconverted Apaches and Navajos. In another report
‘dated 1641, the governor of New Mexico, Don Juan Floresy Valdés, reported that as soon as he
. reachedthe provinceinthat year he undartook a campaign against the hostile Indians since the
' kingdom suffered cruelly from them and that he subjugated the Taos qnd Apache Indians,
broke their strength, and left the province peaceful and secure. These Apaqhos were very likely
Navajos for they lived in close proximity to Taos and were in the habit of taiding in that area.

In 1643, Governor Alonso Pacheco thanked the custodian of the friars, Fray Hernando
Cobarrubtas, for the aid in the many good horses that the missions had lent for a campaign
against the Navaio Apaches, a campaign that had resulted in punishing them effectively-and
veas thus of great service to both God and the King. A half dozen years later in 1663, we find
that the governor, Hernando de Ugarte y la Concha, certified that Juan Domin‘guez de Mendoza
had taken part in two wars against the common enemy, the Apache nation; o't\\e in the planting
season.and the other in the rigor of winter, and that the enemy had sued f\)r peace,
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In 1659-1660 a new period of trouble arose. At that time, Governor Bernardo Ldpez de
Mendizdbal engaged in numerous irregular commericial ventures utilizing captive Indians.
Scholes notes that in general, ‘the Apache-Navaho problems became more acute during the
years, 1659-1661,' partly as a resuit of Indian raids on frontier pueblos and the evitable
counterattacks on the Apache-Navajo strongholds. ‘There is also evidence,’ says Scholes, ‘that
when the Apaches and Navahos came to the pueblos to trade, or to seek food during periods of
drought and famine, uniawful seizures were made.’ For example, when a group of Apaches
came to Jemez to trade peacefully, they were attacked without provocation, several killed, and
thirty women and children taken captive. In all probability, these Indians called Apachesin the
records, were Navajo Apaches. ' ' .

When Gobernador Lépez de Mendizdbal reached New Mexico in 1659 he reported that it
was necessary to punish the hostile Indians of the Apache nation and that he had sent Captain
Juan Dominguez at the head of 800 Christian Indians and 40 mounted Spanish soldiers to lay
waste their fields and destroy their power, a commission he carried out with great success. The
expedition took place between September and November, 1659.

Seven years later, in the spring of 1666, we have reference to a punitive expedition
against Apaches in the Acoma area by this same captain, Juan Dominguez de Mendoaza.
Unfortunately most of the record deals with a dispute between the friars and the captain, but
the Apaches in the Acoma area were certainly the redoubtable Navajo.

Further evidence of the identity of the seventeenth century Apache as the modern
Navajo comes in a letter of Governor Juan de Medrano Messia to Fray de Talabdn, the
custodian of the friars in New Mexico, on June 16, 1669. The governor had just been informed
that the Apaches made a bold attack on the pueblo of Acoma, killing 12 persons including
Captain Don Francisco de Chaves, taking several captives, and seizing 800 sheep and goats as
well as horses and cattle. The danger was the greater, saidthe goVérpor, becausethe Apaches
and the Salineros (of the Zuni region) had joined those of the Casa Fuerte (the Navajo). To
counteract these bold attacks, the governor ordered 50 soldiers and 600 Christian Indians to
assemble at Jemez on July 2 for the campaign against the hostiles.

‘ In a certified statement of July 27, 1671, Governor Don Juan de Miranda, praising
Captain Juan Dominguez's services, wrote that 'during the government of General Don Luis de
. Guzmén vy Figueroz (1648), he continued in the royal service in the campaigns of the Rio
Grande, Navajo, and Casa Fuerte. . . ' The Rio Grande referred to here is the modern San Juan
River, and the Sierra de Navajo the mesas and cordilleras of the Mt. Taylor-Cebolleta
‘'Mountains region. The Sierra de Casa Fuerte, though not specifically identified inthe Spanish
documents, refers to the fortified crags of the Navajos in-the Upper ngo-Gobernador-Gallina
area. Very interesting is the fact that these places where ‘the Apaches had been found are now
clearly and definitely.recognized as being in acknowledged Navajo territory.

" Governor Miranda's statement further clarifies this identification by saying that during
the time when General Hernandode Ugartey la Concha was governor (1649-64), Captain Juan
Dominguez ‘was present at the punishment of the Iindians of the jurisdictions of Casa Fuerte,

. Navajo, and Matansas, where heavy punishments were inflicted until the treason and
confederation of the Christian Indians and the Apaches were discovergd. ..’ Somewhat later,
during the term of Governor Dor: Bernardo de Lépez de Mendizébal (1659-61), Captain
Dominguez was sent on ‘the campaign of the Rio Grande (modern San Juan), where severe
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punishment was again meted out to the Apache enemies, many of whom were captured and
killed. ' In each of these instances, we findthe terms Apache and Navajo used as applying to the
same people and indeed to the same area, the Navajo They are never identified as 'Gila’or any
other kind of Apaches.

On another occasion, when some Apaches were mentioned they are indeed described
as belonging 'to the Apache tribe of the cordilleras of Gila and Siete Rios, captained by El
Chilmo and other treacherous partisans of his. ..’ This was in a letter of Governor Juan de
Miranda, dated at Santa Fe, August 2, 1671, These were the Apaches of the Gila regionand of
the Lower Rio Grande above El Pasq, and they are specifically identified as such, whereas the
rest of the hostile ‘Apaches’ west of the Rio Grande are invariably in Navajo territory. '

If more evidence is needed to show that during the seventeenth century the Spaniards
ymeant Navajos when they spoke of Apaches in northwestern New Mexico, we finditinaletter
of Governor Don Juan Francisco Trevino on September. 24, 1675, in which he wrote, ‘Because
of the atrocities, treacheries, anc robberies which the hostile Apache nation have committed
and continually commit, | have enlisted a force of 40 harquebusiers and 300 Indians armed
with bow and arrow to punish them.’ This force was to assemble at Sia and to go out, in good
military order and discipline, 'to the cordilleras of Navajo, Casa Fuerte, and other places
necessary to inflict proper punishment on the barbarous Apachies.' As we have atready?\hdﬁwr """
the 'Apaches’ in these sierras'were acknowledged Navajos.

Further evidence of the same character is embodiedin a letter of GovernorDon Antonio de
Otermin written at Santa Fe on July 12, 1678 in which he stated, 'The hostile infidel Apache
nation, irreducible and perverse common enemies of our Holy Faith who surround this
kingdom on all sides. . . aim at complete destruction of this province. To counter their ' .
schemes and punish the hostile foe, Governor Otermin organized an expedmon of '50 Spanish
soldiers and 400 Christian Indians to go to the cordilleras of the west along the trails from the
pueblo of Sia, wherd they are to pase muster before me’ and instructed the commander of this ',
force to destroy ‘the grain fields of those who may be found in the jurisdiction of Casa Fuerte,

Navajo, and Rio Grande (San Juan River) and all the other districts until an exemplary reprisal
is accomplrshed Again, this expedmon was directed at the Navajos who were here called
Apaches. / , |

After having carried out this order the commander of the force was to continue tothe . . l...«sxe
cordillera of the Piedra Alumbre and merch through this territory, where | understand the main '
part of the said enemies gather to commit robberies and damages in the jurisdiction of La
Cafada. . . ' This was in the Abiquiu area of the Chama, where the Navajos were notorioys.

In a supplemenrtary letter of instructions to the military commander dated October 26,
1678, Governor Otermin bespoke his determination to inflict ‘punishment and just war on the
infidel enemy Indians, the ~pache nation of the cordilleras of the west,’ adding that they would:

’

" lay in ambush at the Pefion de San Esteban de Acoma where they destroyed some
plantings, killed an Indian, and attempted to destroy the said pueblo and stronghold.
They have committed other ravages in other jurisdictions, atrociously killing the
settled Christians or: the roads and trails; and their audacity and shamelessness have
extended so far that they carried off seven animals from this villa (Santa Fe), there
being nothing safe from the said enemies. _ | , '




, ) .
In this letter Gover'por Otermin gave the object of the expedition as ‘the cordilleras of the
‘wast, Casa Fuerte, Navaho, pefoles, and other places which may be necessar'y. .. Thatthe .
commander, Captain Juap Dominguez de Mendoza, performed his arduous task well is clear
from the governor's commendation of hovember 26 of the same year, 1678, dischayging the
‘captain’'s commission, wh"en he wrote that he ‘burned and destroyed more that 2,500 fanegas
of maize, and it is publiclknowledge that he captured the wives and children of the infidel
Apache enemies, put to royte an @ambush they had prepared on a mesa, burned their .
settlements, and won mq'ny spoils, actions worthy of every reward.’ r ‘
Further identification of this ‘Rio Grande' is provided by Fray Alcnzo de Pasadas, at one
time custodian of the friars in New Mexico, who defined the location of this river in his/nforme
_written in 1686. He spoke of the location of the Kingdom of Teguayo, a mythical kingdom nearly
as famous as golden Clui_\/i| a. Starting from Santa Fe, he explained, on known ground and goinyg
-northwest, crossing (paséndo) the sierras called Casafuerte o Navajo, one reaches “the Rio
Grande, which flows directly west, after traveling 60 lragues, which belongs to the Apache
nation. ..’ ('Pasando las sierras que llaman Casaltuirte o Navajo, se llega al rio Grande, que va
recto al Occidente, distancia de 60 leguas, poséida de la nacion Apacha.’) Beyond this Rio )
Grande, or San Juan, ther'p lived the Yuta nation, and still farther north there was the kingdom
of Teguayo. o R / .
It will be noted thatthe route froem Sante Fe, as described by Father Posadas, crossed the
Sierras ‘que llaman Casaluerte o Navajo’ before réaching the Sari Juan. This seems to show
that the chain of mountains and mesas extending from the Gallina Mountains in the north to
Mount Taylor in the south\wa_s the region spoken of as the Sierras de Casafuerte and Navajo
in the records of the seventeenth century. in the Dominguez de Mendoza records, these names
are applied to separate mountain systems, and not used as synonymous for the same
cordillera. Unfortunately, nn contemporary New Mexico maps of this period have survived, and
the few records that were not desi'roy;ed in the Pueblo Revolt are largely religious s'ources,.’
accumulated by the Inquisition. These do not treat the Indian campaigns. /

Tha mounting tension of warfa,f between Navajos, Pueblos and Spaniards ended final’l/y

_ tribes --.Pueblos as well'as nomads -- combined to drive the white man and all his works out of
New Mexico. Recurring droughts, with the resdilting scarcities ofgoods, and the inability of the -
friars to supply the needs of their. missions or to feed the hungry Indians under their charge,
played a large, part in the uprising as'did the failure of the friars to convert the Navajos and
Apaches. : - B '

Don.Diego de Vargas was the governor who restored Spanish ruleto New Mexico after
the Indians had enjoyed twelve years of liberty. In 1692 Vargas made a successful entry into
Santa Fe and began to make peace with the various pueblos. When he came to Jemez in
Octobiy, 1692, this pueblo, ‘which had many Apaches with them in théir own quarters,’
‘threatensd hostility but finally gave ir peacefully. These Apaches, says Dr*lrving A. Leonard,
'in all probability were Navaho, originally regarded as an Apache tribe . . .The Jemez people are
known to have been on friendly terms with the Navaho, with whom they were allied against the
Spaniards.’ Sl - i

. When Vargas reached the Hopi pueblos, these also accepted him in peace, but there
were many ‘outsiders’ -- Apaches -- who howled and whooped and tried to start a diversion.
But Vargas, showing no fear, had no trouble withthem. The Apa :hes, says Dr. Leonard, 'in this

v
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in the extraordinary outbreak known as the Pueblo.Revolt of 1680;inwhich thavariousindian -~ 7




case as in others above referred to were probably Navaho.’

Without laboring the point further, it seems clear that the Apaches west of the Rio
Grande and north of the Acoma-2uni area in the seventeenth century were the modern Navajo.
They held that region in force, as the constant protests of the Spaniards agamst them during
this century demonstrate.

During the Pueblo Revoit, the Navajos were allied with the Jemez Indians and took part
in some of the fighting against the Spamards In 1694, the Spaniards were warned by the
governor of the pueblo of Sia, ‘that the Jemez and their neighbors the Navahos were about to

. join forces’ to attack. A few months later, in July, ‘the:combined forces of the Keres of Cochiti,
and the Navahos,’ had attacked Sia and several of their number had been killed. In 1696, there
-ara continual referencesmthoVargaadocumentstothe Navajos, allied with Jemez, Cachiti,or = "
other pueblos, for the purpose of resisting the Spaniards. These records show the Navajos in
intimate association with the Pueblo groups, of the Jemez area, suggestive of people iving in
close proximity to each other.

, Governor Vargas' successor was DonPedro Rodriguez Cubero, who served in that office
from 1697-1703. During a large part of his term he was too busy with administration ¢f the
province to pay much attention to the frontiers, though in 1697 he settied certain rebel Kéres
Indians from Santo Domingo, Cochiti, Sia and probably other towns on thé'Rio Cubero(néwRio
San José) about 16 miles northeastof Acoma. Governor Cubero visitad this town in 1699 and it
was named José de |la Laguna, from the lagoon which then existed west of the pueblo.
Governor Cubero also. made some campangns farther west, notably to the Hopi country, but

~ little is known of what occurred. b

The next governor, Don Francisco Cuervo y Valdés, though he ruled only from 1705-
1707, waggd vigorous war against the Navajos and induced them to submit and ask for
missionaries; Within 15 days after he arrived in the province of New Mexieco, ‘he sent a
company of soldiers ig pursuit of two large bands of enemies from the Navajo rancherias who
had stolen some beasts and cattle from the towns of San lidefonso, Santa Clara, and San Juan.'
Evidently such punitive measures were greatly needed, for Captain Aguilar says the puablos
were harassed by ‘the continual invasions made into'them by the heathen enemy Indians of the
Apache nation. . .falling upon them by surprise and subjecting them to constant danger, for
they were not safe even while weeding and working their cornfields.’ :

Aguilar said the pueblos most subject to attack were, from west to east: Zuni, Acoma
Laguna, Jemez, Alameda, and other pueblds.up the river, as far as Pecos. The governor, he .
continued, quickly sent soldiers against such hostile Navajo razxchenas , i

According to Captain Aguilar, Governor Guervo y Valdés made various expeditions '
against the Navajos, 'in all of which he won most happy wctonez As a result of this activity the

“frontiers were pacified and the puebios at peace. Aguilar's report, dated at Santa Fe, January
10, 1706, was supplemented by a report of the governor hnmse} whichprimarily concernedthe

" lack of ministers in New Mexico, especially among the Navajos. In his report the governor
defined the boundaries of the Navajos for the first time in the history of the Spanish occupancy-
of New Mexico. These boundaries, given without solicitation ¢r request from higher authority, ™
establish the bounds of the Navajos as they had probably been for a hundred years before that
time. Indeed, the fugitive reports cited above of the presenge of Navajos at various pomts of
contact with Spaniards and Pueblo Indians during the/ sevénteenth century are 'now
substantiated in this statement of Governor Cuervo y Valdéz

The Navajo province, said the governor, was extenﬁwe and was the dwollmg place of
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many Indians who went under the name of Navajo. Their land, he wrote, extended ‘about one

. hundred leagues from south to north.’ On the norththey were bounded by the Yutas, Carlanas, -

and Comanches. In fact, these tribes lived not only to ‘the north but also to the northeast. The
Utes are readily recognized; they were north gfthe San Juan River. The Carlanas were Jicarilla

 Apaches and at this time roamed to the north and northeast of Taos. The Comanches were

farther east but were constantly exerting pressure on the tribes in New Mexico and forcing
them westward. They frequently came to Taos o trade, and sometimes to raid.
Along the Rio Grande Governor Cueryo described the Navajo boundary as forming a .

. semicirclé through El Pefasco de las Huellas, the San Antonio, Jara, and Culebra rivers, which

are clearly the same as the present streams of those names that flow into the Rio Grande above
the New Mexico-Colorado border. Next heraced the boundary through the Embudo de la
Piedra Lumbre, which i§ the canyon of the Chama River above Abiquiu (and is shown on the
Miera y Pacheco map, p.58-57 of this text).

From the Abiquiu area, Governor Cuérvo placedthe Nava]o boundary atthe old pueblo of'

. Chama (modern Chamita at the confluence of the Chama and §jo Grande rivers). From there it

bordered most of the pueblos with Christianized Indians, including the group from Taos to
Picures, and, on the:Rio Grande River, thé pueblos of San Juan, Santa Clara, San lidefonso, .
Cochiti, and San Felipe, and as far as the towns of ‘Bernalillo and Albuqueique.

The southern border of the Navajo country, said the governor, touched the pueblos of
Jemez, Sia, Santa Ana, and a place called El Nacimiento, a settlament in the region of modern
Cuba. Thence itbordered the Rio Puerco, Cebolleta (on the eastern slope of Mt. Taylor), Laguna,
Acoma, Inscription Rock, the pueblo of Zuni, and the Hopi pueblos.

On the western side, beyond the Hopi pueblo, ‘the dividing line is the large river’ which,
according to report, ‘flows to the sea.’ By the ‘large river’ the governor was referring to the
Colorado Rwer, whose course to the sea had been known at least since Oﬁate made his
expedition to'the Gulf of California in 1604-1605. |

*  'The liné thus extends,’ ﬂvrote Governor Cuervo, ‘from one extreme to the other, about
three hundred leagues.’ This, in modern terms, would be about six.or seven hundred miles, but
it must be remembered that thare were as yet no accurate surveys or maps and the country
beyond the Hopi pueblos, 8o very remote from the Rio Grande settlements, was less well.
known. These boundaries described by Governor Cuervo definitely placed the Gallina and the

. watershed of the Upper Chama River among the areas as then inhabited by the Navajos.

The Navajos, said Governor Cuervo y Valdéz, had waged continual wars against the
province of New Mexico from Ofate’s time to the Revolt of 1680 -- wars which they had &
continued from the Reconquest under Vargas in 1693 until his own arrival in the province as’
governor in 1705, when-he halted them by vigorous military action, This report of 1708 of
Governor Cuervo y Valdés is, in the annals of the Navajos, a document of major importance. In
it the governor recognized a fact that had long been apparent, but not explicitly stated in the
surviving racords, that the Navajos lived on the very borders of the Spanlsh and Pueblo
settlements of the Rio Grande Valley. 7

From the report written early in the eighteenth century (about 1723), summarizing the
most recent events in New Mexico -- especially those relating to the Pueblo Revolt -- we are
informed that Governor Cuervo sent an expedition against the Navajos in July, 1705, under the
leadership of Roque de Madrid, a recognized Indian fighter. At that time, says this chronicler,
most of the Navajos lived ‘on the banks of a river then called Grande, but now called Navajo




(modern San Juan), which rises in the Siarra de las Grullas (San Juan Mountains) about 60
leagues north of Santa Fe, in 38 degrees of latitude.’ From Santa Fe this expedition went by
way of Taos, west to the Chama, and struck the San Juan near the modera Dulce-Lumberton
area. In three engagements Madrid killed 40 or 50 Navajos and captured some wornen,
whereupon the enemy retreated to a pefiol or mesa twodays’ journey south of the river. By this
time the mounts were exhausted, the Spaniai s weary and out of water, and but for a sudder
summaer rain that sent a heavy stream down the arroyo the men would have suffered severely.
The chronicler attributed the rain to the miraculous intervention of heaven, but it was of course
a typical summer rainstorm in the desert. After destroying the cornfields of the Indians and
imposing a temporary peace on the terrified fue, the expedition retuurnedto the pueblo of Siaon
August 19. ‘ '

The prace did not last long. By the fall of 1708 the Navajos were again robbing and killing
among the frontier settlements, On June 9, 1709 they attacked Jemez, desecrated the church,
and caused other damage. The governor, Marques de las Pefluelas, sent two squadrons of
soidiers against them but was unable to inflict punishment ‘because they had a great
advantage iffnumbers.’ This forced the governor io marshal the resources of the province &nd
to pursue the Navajos without respite into their own country. Once again peace was restored.

By 1713, the Navajos were back again, attacking the settlements. Another more
_formidable axpedition led by Cristobal de la Serna who commanded 50 soldiers 200 citizens
and 150 friendly Pueblo Indians was sent against the Navajos. With this force, Captain de la
Saerna was able ‘to punish the Navaho in their own rancherias.’ The route of the expedition
from demez, the point of organization, went south of the Jemez Mountains toward the
headwaters of the l.argo, evidently, and on td the San Juan. As usual, the Navajo cornfields
were destroyed, come of their people captured andkilled, and they were forced to accept peace.

- In March of 1714, the Navajos again broke the peace killing a captain in the pueblo of
Jemez. Another expedition, approximately as large as Captain de la Serna’s of the previous
year. was organized under Maestre do Campo Roque de Madrid and sent against them. He
probably set out by way of the Chama, attacked the Navajos in various mesas and fortified
places -- ‘pefioles y torrecnas’ - - killed a few of the enemy and captured about 30. In addition he
seized about 200 fanegas of corn, quantities of other seeds, 110 sheep and goats, and was still
in the held when a report of the expedition was written.

After 1714, relations betweerf Spaniards and Navajos seem to have improved. Several
soldiers who testified before Governor Codallas y Rabal in 1745 nameJ no other campaign
against this tribe to that date. Evidently a period of peace prevailed during these years, broken
only by Comanche and tte hostilities. These attacks appear, however, to have been directed
primarily against the Jicarillas north of Taos. Ute hostility may have been directed at Taos and
other pueblos which had 1aken advantage of them during trading fairs. One such instance is
recorded for the year 1714, when the Utes stole 14 horses from the Taos Indians, causing
fighting and bloodshed that requirod the intervention of the governor to restore peace.

Batween 1715 and 1720, a new danger to New Mexico appeared on the horizon. This
was the coming of the Comanches, who are first recorded as being in New Mexico early inthe
righteenth century. By 1719, the Comanche threat was sufficient to cause Governor Valverde
to make a long reconnaissance against them, and in 1720, to send a military expedition far to
the northeast. Pedro de Villasur led this campaign and was killed by the Pawnees and his
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troops cut to pieces. The Spanish officials suspected French intrusion among the Comanches
and proposed the establishment of a Spanish presidio at El Cuartelejo, some 130leagues from
Santa Fe on the present Colorado-Kansas border, to protect the old settiements of New Mexico

from a combined Comanche-French danger.

in New Mexico, the governor and his advisors considered it impossible to found a post at

"such & remote spot 80 completely isolated from the New Mexico suttlements and separated

from a base of supply by 300 to 400 miles of hostile Comanche and Jicarilla country. In 1724,
the Utes committed depredations at Jemez and the Comanches attacked the Jicarilla Apaches
at a place called Jicarilla (north of Taos), took half their women and children, burned the place,
and killed ‘all but 69 men, two women, and three bpys -- all mortally wounded.’

The location of the Jicarillas northeast of New Mexico and the proposal to settie them
near Taos was observed by Captain Pedro de Rivera, \L/ho made a significantinspection of New
Mexico in 1726. Rivera definitely opposed the establishment of a presidio among the Jicarillas,
proposing they might s.ttle down with the New Mexicans to'form a barrier against Comanche
power. Seven years later in 1733 a mission for the Jicarillas was actually buiit by Father José
Ortiz de Velasco, the custodian of the Franciscans in New Mexico, on the Rio Trampas, but the
governor stopped their trade (presumably with the Comanches) in hides and the Jicarillas fled.
So wrote Fray Agustin de Morfi in 1782 in his report on New Mexico. In 1748, accordingto a
report by Governor Codallas y Rabal,'the Comanches swept the Jicarillas completely out of
their ancient lands in and bgyond northeastern New Mexico and they were compelled to find a
new home in New Mexico nearer the Spanish settiements.

To counteract the westward shift of this tribe Governor Codallos recommended the
establishment of a presidio:

' atthe point called Jicarilla, distant from the said Puseblo of Taos twenty leagues. This
location is' very convenient as to lands, water, pasturage, and timber. Here were
located, in times past, the Indians of the Jicarilla nation, who were numerous, had
houses, palisade-huts, and other shelters (tenian casas, jacales, y otras chozas)
Thence the Gentile Comanches despoiled them, killing most of them, and the few
that,remained of said Jicarillas have sheltered and maintained themselves in peace
near by the Pueblos of Taos and Pecos, with their families. Said site of the Jicarilla is
the pass (garganta) for shutting off the aforesaid populous nation of Comanches --
and the French, if they tried to make any entzarice to this said kingdom.

+

In sum, pressure from the powerful Plains Indians, especially the Comanches, was the
force that drove the weaker tribes, including the Jicarillas, causing trouble in New Mexico
where the 'softer’ Spanish settlements found it expedieqt to make room for them. From this
time on, the Jicarillas were to share lands in New Mexico with the Pueblo Indians and the
Spaniards, inhabiting the area above Taos, and extended westward to and across the Rio
Grande. Here we find them, in the Taos-Upper Rio Grande-Upper Chama area, at the time of

“the American occupation in 1846.

From the Reconquest of New Mexico under Vargas to the middle of the eighteenth
century, tha Spdniards made strenuous efforts to reimpose their government and religion on
the Hopi pueblos. These Indians, having thrown off the Spanish yoke during the Pueblo
Rebellion, had no desire now to yield their old gods in favor of others. Nearly every governor
from Vargas on made expeditions to Hopl land accompanied by friars, occasionally obtaining
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some promises; but as soon as the soldiers left, the Indians reverted to their old ways.

During this time the Jesuits, having witnessed the failure of the Franciscans to convert
the Hopi, sought permission to do so. A royal cedula dated.February 11, 1719 awarded the
province to them. The Jesuits, whose missions in Pimeria Alta.(southern Arizona) had been
founded by Father Eusebio Kino, argued that they could enlarge their base in Pimeria and
provide a more direct contact with the Hopi through Arizona then could the Franciscans
through remote New Mexico. The latter, who had held the Rio Grande country since Ofiate
planted the first settiements in 1538, opposed this move obstinately. They were finally
successful in retrieving the right to the Hopi missionary field, though not until Father Carlos
Deligado of Isieta reported progress in reducing them to Christianity once more.

This man, Delgado, an elderly, retired friar, had obtained the permission of the custodian
to embark on the Hopi mission. Taking along Fray Pedro Ignacio del Pino of Albuguerque, the
two visited the Hopi pueblos in 1742 and were received in friendship. From the cliffs of these
rocky towns they preached to these people, apparently without making any converts, but they
brought out 441 Tiwe (and other?) Indians who had fied from the pueblos of Sandia, Alameda,
and Pajarito (near modern Albuquerque) during the disturbances following the 1680 Pueblo

_ Revolt.These refugees were resettied at different missions. No details were provided except

that Fray Pino begged the commissary general to settle them in one place where they mightbe
taught and kept in the faith. '

The success achieved by Fathers Delgado and Pino in removing these Christian Indians
from Hopi did not satisfy them for they wanted to establish missions in Hopi land itself. In
September, 1745, Father Delgado made another trip to them accompanied by Friars José
Yrigoyen and Juan José Toledo. On this visit they reported having counted 10,8486 indians, and

. said that the Hopis were glad to have them back. On the strength of these reports the King

restored the Hopi province to the Franciscans of New Mexico,on November 23, 1745. Though
this controversy is in many ways academic insofar as the Navajos are concerned, the reports
made by these friars in which they fail to mention“the Navajos show that at this time the
Spanish had little contact with them, and apparently none with the tribes farther west.

Meanwhile, Fathers Delgado and Yrigoyen, equally anxious to convert the Navajos,
visited the 'Provincia de Nabajoo’ in March, 1744, Father Delgado wrote in his report of their
trip that he first went to San Diego de las Jemez, where Yrigoyen was stationed ‘and which is
near the said province of Navajo.’ In their journey they were well received by not a few people,
including captains and caciques, ‘'who received us with a great show of joy and gladly, listened
to my words of salvation.’ At the request of the Navajos, the friars remained six days so that
others could be assemhled to hear them. Finally, wrote Father Delgado to his superior, ‘all
became Christians and were placed in missions in their own province, which is not far from this
holy custodia (of New Mexico) and very suitable for settiement.’ -

Before leaving the Navajo province, Delgado arranged to have some of the chiefs visit
the governor in Santa Fe at ‘the full of the moon,’ which they did. The governor received them

‘kindly. Delgado reported that they toft him of the friendly disposition of their people and of their

desire to have Christian missionaries among them. As a consequence, Delgado urged the
viceroy to authorize the extension of missions to the Navajos, a people who numbered from
4,000 to 5,000 souls according to his information. Their country extended 60 leagues from
north to south and about 90 leagues from east to west, he wrote, and had many settlements, a




large number of cattle and sheep, many cornfields, some of wheat, a large river (the San Juan)
various waterholes, and was 60 leagues from the villa of Santa Fe,

Some reports of this Navajo mission reached the ears of the King in Spain, which led him
to issue a cedula instructing the viceroy, in view of the conversion of 5,000 Navajos by Fathers:
Delgado and Yrigoyen, to send a detailed report of the episode and, if wh&t they were reported
to have done was true, to ‘attend by all possible means to the increase and extension’ of the
new conversions. This cadula was dated November 23, 1746. Shortly thereafter, the Father
custodian, Fray Juan Miguel Menchero, while on an inspection of the custodia or province of
New Mexico, visited the Navajos and preached to them in 1748, ﬂnding them ‘sufficiently
reduced to be gathered into the fold of our holy Father.’

Father Menchero also visited the Navajos at Cebolleta and converted more than 500
souls. Father Mirabal spoke of them as, Apaches, the term which was then used
interchangeably for the Navajos. In modern times however the Navjos have always lived at
Cebollety and there is nothing to suggest that these ‘Apaches’ could have been anythmg but
Navajos.

‘ When the vuceroy of Mexico weighed the evidence given by the friars and governor of

New Mexico with regard to the feasibility of establishing missions for the Navajos, he
concluded that it should.be done and in 1748 authorized the founding of four missions and a
Presido of 30 men among these people. In response to. this order, Father Menchero started
missions at Cebolleta and Encinal for the Navajos (apparently in 1748),

In 1750, the Navajos of Encinal wished to move to Cubero, where there was 2 more
abundant supply of water, but the Indians of Acoma oppoused the move. The resulting
controversy led the governor to send lieutenant governor, Don Bernardo Antonio Bustamante,
to make peace between the contending groups and to arrange matters so that both Acoma and
the Navajos would be content with their "‘possessions, territories, waters, ana pastures.” The
governor also requested the vice-custodian, Nepomuceno y -Trigo, to do what he could by
personal intervention, but when he reached l.aguna on April 16, 1750, he learned that the
Indians at both Cebolleta and Encinal had rebelled and driven out their missionaries. These
were evidently Fray Juan Lezaun at Encinal and Fray Manuel Vermejo at Cebolleta, who had
labored at these two posts in 1748 but had faaled because the governor sought to explon the
new converts.

When the lisutenant governor andthe vice-custodian.held meetings at the two missians
on April 16-17, 1750, exhorting these Indians to remain true to the faith, they refused, insisting
that “they had been raised like deer, wandering from one place to another,” and that they did
not want to be Christians and to live in a pueblothough their children might some day wish to
live such a life.' They would be happy to live as they had for many years, in friendship and
intercourse with the Spaniards.-Such was their message to the governor’s representatives.

Two important visitations of the missions of New Mexico were made in the eighteenth
century and of both we have some information on the Navajos although itwas notthe Bishop's
purpose to deal with the nomadic tribes. The first of these was made by Bishop Benito Crespo of
Durango in 1730. In a letter to the viceroy, he commented on the Navajos while speaking of
Santa Ana in the Jemez Valley. From Santa Ana "to tha aforesaid one of Santa Clara upstream
is the numerous tribe of Navajos, who show signs of being converted...”Bishop Crespo then
urged the Spaniards to ke alert and seize the first oppartunity to send friars to the Navajos, "“for
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. the mission of Jemez is five leagues from the Navajos and they are trading with all the pueblos
of thatrange.”’ CLearly he was referring to the Jemez range and to the fact that Navajos lived on
the opposite side gf it from the Jemez Pueblo. Archaeologists have found Navajo sites on the
mesas west of Jemez Mour'\tain_s, giving proof of the accuracy of Bishop Crespo’s observation
in 1730. “

In 1760, another bnshop of Durango, Redro Tamardn; made his episcopal visitation to

New Mexico and described each of the missions in some detail. Though he had.little to say of

.nomadic Indians, at Laguna hé spoke of "'the place of the Cebolietas where Father Menchero
founded the two pueblos already mentioned. The inhabitants are Navajoes and Apaches, and
many of them live in those cafiadas...Some of their huts were seen.”

While Tamarén was at Laguna some Navajos apparently came to ask for friars and for
pueblos, expressing a desire to become Christians. The experienced missionaries warned
Tamaron that the Navajos were inconstant, that they always asked for friars for this meant |
gifts, -and whr-n the gifts ceased to flow freely the indians would refuse to observe the

: ¢atechism. The bishop couid only urge the friars to keep on trying to draw the Navajos to their
faith. . .
Shortly after Tamardn's visitation another Franciscan friar, Francisco Garcés, '
approached Navajo country from the west. Garcés was on an exploratory journey which took
him from southern California up the Colorado and via Bill William's Fork to the Havasupai
indians i1 Cataract Canyon (near the south rim of the Grand Canyon). From there he set out
eastward, passing north of the San Francisco Mountains, and at severi-and-a-half leagues --
possibly 20 to 25 mues -- before reaching’the Little Colorado, he found three families awaiting

’ his arrival so that they might accompany him;

because this road was for themvery hazardous, on account of the war that they wage

with the Yab/pms Tejua and Napao, these live in a sierra they call Napac, which

disparts (se disprenda) from that of the Puerto de Bucaréli and runs to the west, rising

at intervals (8 trechos) very high, and maintaining itself even at this season snowy.

This sierra have'l kept continually to the“ right...

Dr. Elliot Coues, in commenting on this passage, identifies the Napao or Napac as the

Navajos, an identification that we believe to be incontrovertible. The Yabipais Tejua wete the
Yavapais. Coues, one of the most learned scholars of Southwestern lore, continues:

The original range of the Navajos extended from San Francisco mountains in Arizona
on the west to the vicinity of Jemez pueblo in New Mexico on the east, and from the
* San Juan mountains on the north to Mt. San Mateo or Taylor on the south.

Father Garcés reached the Hopi puédblo of Oraibi on July 2, 1776 and'remained there
two days. The Hopis refused to admit him to their houses; but he camped in the street until hé
found n expadient to leave. While so encamped a Zuni Indian came to him and explamed that
the Hopns were hostile. that they did not believe he was a padre, and that, in any case, they did
not wish to be baptized, but that he might accompany him and some companions to the pueblo
of Zuni the next day. In making this explanation, he assured Father Garcés that he should have
. “no tear of the Apache Nabajar, for they have come down 1n peace, begging hatchets, dibbles,

\
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and hoes in return for antelope skins.”” In other words, there were Navajos in the vicinity who
might dtmok a party on its way from Oraibi to Zuni. Father Garcés chose to return to California
and so had no direct contact with the Navajos. '

in 1.775, the year before Father Garcés' remarkably journey to the Hopi country, Fray
Sivestre Velez de Escalante had gone to the Hopi pueblos on instructions from Goverror
Mendinueta to inspect that province. He wrote a long report on conditions of theU Hopis,

describing also the tribes which surrounded them.
\ \ ,

The province is bounded on the east by the Navajos. on the west and northwest by the
Cosninas (Havasupai), on the north by the Utes, on the south by the Gila Apaches and on
the southwest with olhers whom they call here Mescaleros and in Mcqui, Yochies, and ’
Tassabuess. .

Co Fudthered headdress figure holding a bow m one hand and a rattle or wand in the other. Navajos have no such
" headdress at present  Thes panel s located in Crow Canyon
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In 1782, when Fray Juan Agustln de Morfiprepared a ‘Geographical Description’ of New

Mexico, he followed substantially Father Escalante’s account of the bounds of the various |

-western tribes. According to Morfu s report,

[*]

This province (Hopi) is bounded on the east by that of Zuni and Navajo, on the west
and northwast by the Cominas; on the .rth by the Utes, and on the south by the
Apaches whom in New Maexico they call Maescaleros and in Moqui Ioch/es and
Tasabues. They are the Gila Apaches themselves and Pimas.

Al

Both Escalante and Morfi based their judgment as to boundaries on such personal information
as they could obtain. Neither of them had been west of the Hopi pueblos at this time and
therefore made their statements on that area based only on heresay evidence.

During the 1770s and 1780s, the Spaniards faced greater threats in Sonora, Nueva
Vizcaya, Chihuahua, and New Mexico from Apache attacks than from any other source. To

cripple or destroy Apache power became, therefore, 8 major objective of government policy.

The viceroy of Mexico instructed the officials of the northern provinces to inaugurate a
concerted drive on this enemy, a drive that achieved its greatest success while Juan Bautista
de' Anza was governor of New Mexico from 1778 to 1788. S
‘ The Apaches lived in southwestern New Mexico, from the Mimbres Mountains
_ westward, and in southeastern Arizona near the headwaters of the Gila River. They made
devastating raids on the older Spanish settlements in northern Mexico, which resuited in
retaliatory military expeditions against them from Tucson, Fronteras, Janos and Velarde (in
Chihuahua; east of Janos) in the spring of 1784, These attacks, carried out with great strength
- and vigor, apparently induced the Gila Apaches to seek protection amongthe Navajos, but the
Spanish Commander General Antonio Rengel, in command of tho northern frontier, ordered
Governor Anza to break up such an alliance and to induce the Navajos to join in the attack on
the Apaches. The Navajos were forbidden to cross the Rio de la Laguna (Rio San Jose), ‘which
separates them from the Gilas,’ and were told that a Spanish force would patrol the region
south of this stream and sflize and punish any Navajos that mightbe found there. As a result of
these moves, 46 Navajos, including seven chiefs, came to the Alcalde of Laguna and
volunteered to make a campaign against the Gila Apaches if reinforced ‘by eighty of our
Indians.’ This request was granted, and the combined Navajo-Pueblo Indian force attacked the
Gilas in the Sierra Azul, ‘the heart of their country,’ (possibly the Datil Mountains). The Gilas
retaliated by attacking the Navajos and hostility Between the two groups, thus fostered by the
Spaniards, continued. Indeed, from 1785 to the end of Spanish rule, it was a cardinal point in
Spanish frontier policy to keep the Nava;os and Apaches hostile toward each other in spite of
any feeling of kinship that might exist between them.

Spaniards and Navajos kept the peace in New Mexico until about 1803 when conflict
once more broke out between them. Don Pedro Baptista Pino, whose Exposition of the Province
of New Mexico.was published in Spain in 1812, described the Navajos as a peaceful people,
engaged in farming and stockraising, but he wrote that war broke out with the Spamards in
1803 and continued until 1805 when peace was re-established.

According to Bancroft, the peace of 1806 stipulated that the Navajos should have no
claim to Cebolleta; that their livestock might not go beyond the canyon of Juan Tafolla, Rio del
Oso, and Mt. Taylor; and that they had to give up some captives, sheep, horses, and cattle. This
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treaty was made after they.had been thoroughﬁ punished, the Spaniards having sent several
expeditions against them and defeating them in their stronghold of Canyon de Chelly. Once
again the Navajos had bean forced to accept peace and limitation of their ter rit0rial range atthe
. point of a gun.

Early in 1808, an interesting conflict over. the right to ownership oftwo canyons located
northeast of Cebolleta and known as Juan Tafolla and Pedro Padilla, arose between the
Navajos and some Spanish settlers from Albuquerque who had settled at Cebolleta, As early as
'1805, the settlers had complained of Navaj® raids on Cebolleta, saying that there were 40
Navajo families nearby who robbed their cornfields in order to support themselves. When in
1808 the Navajos complained that Spanish settlers had gone beyond Cebolleta tothe.Canyons
of ‘Pedro Padilla and Juan Tafolla and invaded Navajo territory, Governor Joaquin Real
Alencaster ordered an alcalde mayor of Albuquerque to make an investigation and to avict the
settlers if the Navajo complaints were justified. To carry out this command, the alcalde mayor

sent Lieutenant Bartolome Baca, who mgrthe Navajo$ on May 31 and June 1-2, and made an

on-the-spot examination of the sntuatnon y

Not only did Lieutenant Baca investigate the above complmnts, he also examined the
situation on the Puerco River where Captains Delgadito and Segundo and some of their Indian
charges met him at a 'spring on the western side of the stream. The Indians showed Baca a
small cornfield at the Rio Puerco which they had planted that year and the year previous, and
complained that now five Spanish settlers from Albuguergue had settled there. Questioned by

Baca as to what authority they had for doing so, the Spaniards said they had permission of their "
lieutenant. When Baca pressed them for the permit in writing, they did not have it. Lieutenant -

Baca explained to the settlers that such grants could be made only by the governor, he then
ordered that they should lose the fields they had planted there and that these should be divided
up among the most needy of the Navajos.

Bpca went next to thA canyon called Juan Tafolla (modern Marquez) in the Sierra de
Navajo/o investigate the Navajo charge that the Spaniards grazed their sheep in this canyon
- and consumed the water so there was not sufficien®water for their fields. Baca called together

the Spanish majordomos and in the presence of the Navajos ordered them not to damage or
injure the Navajo lands in the canyon, under penalty of a fine of 12 pesosahd 12 daysin jail for
the first offense, and if it should be repeated by whatever penalty his superior might require. To
make sure that there should be no trouble, Baca set the Cerro Ghato as a boundary below which
the Spaniards must keep their sheep. (Cerro Chatu is a black, flat-topped volcanic cone
approximately four miles below the town of Marquez in the canyon of Juan Tafolla.) This
landmark 15 still so called by local residents. «
One other Navajo complaint remained: namely that the Spanish settlers from Cebolleta
hindered the Indians from planting their crops in Pedro Padilla Canyon. This little valley, about
two miles wide and three or four miles long, lies halfway between Juan Tafolla and Cebolleta.
“The ..avajos argued that only Ceboileta and its immediate environs had been granted to the
Spamards by the governor and not the poorer lands farther away, a_gd that when the settlers
saw how the Navajo fields in Pedro Padilla Canyon prospered they quit their own fields near
Cebolleta to interfere with those of the Indians. A -
in this difficulty Lieutenant Baca went to Cebolleta and wrote to the alcalde of Laguna,
under whose jurisdiction Cebolleta lay, infogming him of the Navajo complaint. The alcalde

74




M

9

tame to Cebolleta with the pdtent bearing the governor's'approval which showed that the
canyon of Pedro Padilla fell within the grant made to the settlers of Cebolleta. Baca then
informed the Navajos that he would have to report to his superior on the situation as he did not
have the power to make the decision. The Navajos broke out in tears and showed great
emotion, but there the matter rested on June 4, 1808, E

v ‘Since the Nav&jos continued to complain, Lorenso Gutierrez, alcalde of Albuquerque,
made a new investigation on June 9, He recommended that Pedro Padilla Canyon be allotted to
the Navajos, but he ret:dgnized that since it had been-included in the Cebolleta grant he could
only refer the miatter to the governor. He added, however, that this should be done because the
Navajos were sufferidg very badly from the lack of fields in which to raise their food. As to
ejecting the Spanish settlers from the Navajo fields on the Rio Puérco, he held this tobe entirely. . .

¥ legal and proper. A . .

Two weeks later on July 3, 1808, Gutierrez was able to report that Governor Alberto
Maynez had approved all his recommendations with respect toCanyon Pedro Padilla and thatiit .
was to be given to the Navajos even though it lay within the boundaries of the Cebolleta grant; if
the inhabitants had any complaints, they could still be lodged. In the meantime Lieutenant Don
Vicente Lopez was ordered to go to Cebolleta and Canyon Pedro Padilla and in the presence of
the residents of the town to give possession of the said canyon to Captain Segundo of the

- Navajos, pending any other action by the government. If there were any Spaniardswhohad no
othar cornfield whatever but in Canyon Pedro Padilla, they were to be allowed to gather their
harvest, but that was all. Lopez performed his task immediately but when, in the town of
Cebolleta, he informed-the settlers of his commission and asked them to go with him to Pedro’
Padilla Canyon to witness the ttansfer, 6nly four of the 15 who had planted fields there went
along. He found also that th: re was only one Spanish settler who had not planted somewhere f
else, and this was a blind man, Juanico Tafolla. Lopez allowed him to retain his plot until after
the harvest and warned the Navajos to treat him like a brother. There was one sour note in this

‘affair when a Navajo, Juan Antonio. told Lopez in the presence of the settlers that in April.the

~ settlers of Cebolleta, arms in hand, had gone to the canyon.and acted as though they wanted to

~ fight. This frightened the Navajos, Antonio said, and they therefore withdrew and did not plant
their fields. , . , :

*  Thefinal note in the records of this case is contained in a report of José Antonio Chaves,
sent by Alcalde Gutiérraz on June 26, 1808 to investigate another complaint made by Captain
Segundo on ‘behalf of the Navajos. Chavez, in fulfillment of orders, went to the Puerco River

‘where several Navajo families lived. Santiagd>a Navajo (who replaced Captain Segundo who
had remained in Atrisco near Albuguergue), explained the damage to Navajo fields caused by
the settlers’ livestock (ganados). Chaves at once recognized the justness of the charge and -
required the settiers to pay, apportioning the costs as fairly as possible.

The lieutenant says that when this was concluded the Navajos told him they did not wish
to leave or to claim as their own the land they had blanted out of necessity to support
themselves and their families. They begged him to prevent the sheepherders from causing
similar damage apain, especially by leaving anima's to run about loose. Chaves ordered the
Spaniards to keep their cattle at some distance from the Navajo.fields. Judging by the evidence
that could still be seen, it was clear to Chaves that the damage’s were not of recentoccur 3nce,
and he so informed the Spaniards ‘so they might know‘that the complaint$ of the Navajos were
not unjust.” - :




This “"message’’ panel s located where Crow Canyon divides; A cloud figure with lightnin_g appears on the left,
possibly representing Protection Way (Sodozin). The panel appears to say something specific. -

\ S

From this controversy it is apparent that the governor of New Mexico and his officials
recognized the legitimacy of Navajo claims to lands at a place called Atarque on the Rio Puerco,
and to Pedro Padilla and Juan Tafolla Canyons about 15 to 20 [mles west of the Puerco. The
Navajo settlement at Atarque was probably on Salado Creek near the group of settlements later
called La Cueva, San Francisco, Duran,'and Ignacio, all on the Rio Puerco and on the road from
Albuquerque to Cebolleta. o _

After a few more years of peace maintained by a ‘'new’ Indian policy of liberal gifts to the
tribes on the frontiers, the Navajos agaiq’ figured in history in 1818 and 1819, when Governor
Facunco Melgares defeated them in several expeditions, and then, in a treaty of 1819, drelv
new boundaries between them and the,Spa“wiards of New Mexico. This, it was hoped, would
keep the Navajos far enough away from the Rio Grande settlements to prevent trouble in }'he
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This treaty, signed on August 21, 1819, by Governor Mclgares and agroup of five Navajo /
chiefs, gave to the Nava;o tribe ‘the lands it had emoyed until now for farming, grazing, and for
such other uses as it might wish' (condede a /a exprasada tribu Nava/o los terrenos que hast

A ahora han disfrutado para siembras, pasteos y demas usos que les convenga). Further,/it
specified that, to pﬁevem risturbances and to preserve peace, it was agreed to establish limits
within which cattle of the Spanish settiers might be grazed(convience senarlarles hmnes los
ganados de la prowncm) Hence (Sec. 12 of the Treaty):

1

the boundary srra// ramam as it was formerly, without change, to Cafion Largo, the
entrance (boca)to Chaco Canyon, and Bluewater. up to which paint the cattle (bienes)
of New Mexico had in the past generally grazed. (La lines queda establecida sobre e/
pie antiguo sin alteracion hasta el cafion Largo, boca del caflon de Chaca yAgua Azul,

terrenos hasta'donde generalmente han liegado los biences de /a provincia en los
arjos pasados. . .) .

|

By this agreement the government hoped for peace, and the Navajos were adraonished .

to flee-from anything that might disturb it, so they might raise their livestock, cultivate the soil,

and enjoy the fruits of their labors and the protegt:on of the King of Spain. This treaty marked

the steady removal ‘westward of the Navajo boundary, the result of the victory of Spanish arms

, over the Indians through a long period of time. Superior weapons, better organization, a secure

\ source of food supplned from the” Plieblos and from Mexico, thus achieved for the Spaniards

‘; inevitable supremacy over the impoverished Indian. Now the eastern boundary of Navajo C
territory as fixed by Spanish authority described a semi-circle along the Largo and Chaco

T Canyons to Bluewater, 25 miles west of Mount Taylor This was the satuation in New Mexico

| during the last years of Spain’s rule in America.”

!
)

'\ | The Rabal Document’

\ The majority of this chapter has presented evidence from Hammond’s report (written as
| part of the Navajo Land Claims litigation). Much of Hammond’s document sheds:light, a!belt
indirect, on the original Navajo occupation of the Southwest in Dinétah.

Another report, first printed in 1744 .affords one of the earliest, first-hand and written
accounts of Navajo society, culture and daily life. This is the Rabal document. This manuscript
contains testimony from 12 witnesses, most of whom were members of a Spanish expedition
into Navajo country, and may well describe life in the Dinétah area at the tume While the exact
location of sites described in the depositions is unclear, it appears certain that the area which
encompasses the Dinétah region was within the general territory.

The period upon which the 12 statements are based spans the years 1706 to 1743.
Zarate-Salmerén (1626) and Benavides (1630) provide the only other known historical '
referances to the Navajos at an earlier date; these accounts, however, are brief and do not give
a detailed picture of Navajo life at the time. Moreover, the descriptions of Zarate-Salmerdn and
Benavides are not as readily identifiable as references to Dinétah.

In the Rabal depositions, all 12 witnesses mention farming, making basketry and '
weaving as traditional Navajo occupations. According to these witnesses, the Navajos also
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grew corn, beans and pumpkins. Sheep and goats were the most important domestic animals,
witnesses clanm and Navajos possessed very few horsas. Hunting was an nmporta nt economnc
activity. !

The.Rabal document describes women dressed in black woven wool garments, and men
dressed in buckskin. Buckskin was also used as a trade item. Wool blankets were worn by both
men and women. 1

Navajo residences were located on top of mesas for defensive purposes; they had stone
walls with cribbed timber roofs and were covered with earth. Warfare was an ever-present
reality.,.The greatest threat, according to witnesses’ statements, was from the¢ Utes.

Because of its significance as first-hand documentation of Navajo life during the
Spanish coritact per  d, the Rabal testimony is worthy of reproducing in its entirety. Hence, the
remainder of this section is devoted to a reproduction of the complete document as itappeared
in the 1940 Sm:thsoman Miscellaneous Co/lect/ons '

) The Manuscnpt ,
“ORIGINAL DEPOSITIONS SENT TO THE SUPERIOR GOVERNMENT OF THE MOST

* EXCELLENT COUNTY OF FUENCLARA, VICEROY, GOVERNOR, AND CAPTAIN-GENERAL OF - |
THIS NEW SPAIN; BY SERGEANT-MAJOR DON JOACHIN CODALLOS Y RABAL, GOVERNOR -
. AND CAPTAIN-GENERAL OF NEW MEXICO IN CONFORMITY WITH THE ORDER OF HIS -

EXCELLENCE IN HIS DISPATCH OF OCTOBER 3,-1744.

T

UPON j

= vt

THE'CONVERSION OF THE PAGAN INDIANS OF THE PROVINCE OF NAVAJO TO THE .

/BOSOM OF OUR HOLY MOTHER CHURCH.

. DEPOSITION UNDER OATH'OF WITNESS NO. 1 GIVEN BEFORE SERGEANT-MAJOR -
. JOACHIN CODALLOS Y RABAL, GOVERNOR AND CAPTAIN-GENERAL OF THE SAID
" KINGDOM AND THE WITNESSES JOSEPH ROMO DE VESA PHILIPE JACOVO DE UNANUE.

(FIRST WITNESS):

At the town of Santa Fe, on February 27, 1745, test/fymg under oath AntonioMontoia, a
Spaniard, resident of the port of Santa Rosa de Lima * of this jurisdiction, farmer and herder of
large and small stock, said:

L@

He had entered the province of the Navajos on different timesandoccas s, twice from
the Pueblo of Nemes (Jemez), which is composed of Christian Indians, distant about 30 leagues
from the said provirice which lies to th? west, All of which he knows from se¢eing it. He
penetrated the country for three leagues and found a spring of fresh water not sufficient for
irrigation but enough for the use of drinking by people and horses. That from that spring to the
northern limits of the province it seemed to him a distance of 40 leagues, moreor less. nitare
found many mesas, mountains, and on them many rancherias populated by Navajos, who
possess stocks and farms of corn of which much is planted, and beans and pumpkins, all
seasonal crops, and that the natives occupy themselves in raising their stocks and cultivating
their farms and they weave some textiles,* and (dress in) some buckskin and (weave) baskets®

' : . Y
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from srnall shrubs (that) are called “lemitas’’® with which theybarter for other articles with the
other Indians of this kingdom, and also with the Spaniards. ' '

That at that time the Navajos had many horses and small stock {goats, sheep), and that
the first time that the witness entered the province was in the time of Governor Marquis de la
Pefiuela (1707-1712) and said Indians were at war. And during the second expedition wus in
the time of Governor Don Juari Domingo de Bustamante (1722-1 731) at which time they were

‘peaceful, and that up toinow they maintain themselves thus, and that it seems to him that this

peace is forced upon them because they wish to shelter themselves behind the Spaniards
because they are frequently attacked by the Yutas (Ute) and Comanches who are their
enemies.” That according to the limited knowledge that he has of said Indians it seems to him
that they are very fickle. That during the second expedition he saw about 600 Indians with
whom he spske, and many women and children, of which he does not know the number. Nor
dous he know the latitude of the province at the place where he entered it. That the third time
he entered itwas in the year of (17) 43 with the object that a Christian Apache Indian(Jicarilla?)
named Luis took the witness and many other persons and soldiers whom Governor Don
Joachin Codallos allowed them to take as escort for the safety of the people, who were going to
discover some mines because the Indian Luis had offered them that they would find great

treasures, all of which proved false. This expedition was made through a spot on a river called

Chama® where some Spaniards live. And that from there tothe province in an air line there is a
distance of 30 leagues, more or less, all unsettied up to the border of the province. In this
unsettied country there are three rivers® with littie-water and three small springs also fresh;
and that it is very poor soil because it is mountainous and that having penetrated some 10

. leaguas into the province in a northerly direction he saw nn rivers except some water seepages

of running water and also of rain water and that 10 leagues distant there is a large valley long
and wide with good soil where they do most of their seasonal planting. That from this valley to
the Rio Grande (San Juan River) * outside of the province of Navajo there is a distance of five
leaguas more or less, that this water is of no use to them to irrigate their lands; according to
what the witness saw, he also says tliat among adult Indians, women and children he must
have seen 400 inhabitants, all of them in their rancherias and houses of stone and mud upon
the mesa of the mountains, living upon the crops of corn, beans, all of which are raised
seasonally, That he also saw some horses, that there were not many, and a few small flocks of
goats and sheep. And he says that he has heard tell that at the present time the province has
between 3,000 and 4,000 Indians, old and young. That is all he knows and can say.

kN
(SECOND WITNESS):

Santa Fe, February 27, 1745, before the governor of the kingdom, Blas Martin, a
Spaniard, resident of Santa Cruz del Ojo Caliente, "' -farmer and herder of large and small

stocks. He said.

That during the governorship of Don Juan Flores Mogollon (1712-1715) he entered the
province of the Navajo through the town of Nemes (Jemez) which is at a distance of 25 leagues
more or less. He saw a spring of water at the entrance of the province which runs about 50
paces, and that he penetrated about 15 leagues at which time the Indians were at war, that
they retired far away, and that about 30 ware captured, that all their cornfields were burned,
and that he ‘saw no more wator than that of a seepage at a spot called "'la pefia tajada’’ (the
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sheer rock), and that said water is running and that from it some small vegetable farms are
irrigated, that they plant much corn seasonally as well as pumpkins and watermelons and that
they live on the tops of the mesas to guard themselves agamst the Comanches and the Yutas
(Ute), and that they store their supplies underground, in places calleds cuescomates. # That
from the spring Jur Tardy, found at the entrance ofithe province through which the witness
entered, to the Rio Grande (San Juan River), thare is a distance of some 30 leagues from west
to south. And that they plant some corn and pumnkms along the banks of saidriver, thathe saw
it.and that it seemed to him that there must be on themesas more than 200 Chrosuan Indians of
this kingdom.

'- That the second time that he entered was also in tha time of the same governor also in
company by the place calied "'De la Piedra Alumbre,” ™ lying between north and west and
about 20 leagues from this town, from which place to the antrance of the province there is
about 20 leagues more or less: in which district there is a small lake which seemed tc him to be
of rain water. That in some of the valleys they found holes with rain water, that was dammed by
the Indians by sand dikes. And from the lake they returned to this town by way of Nemes
(Jemez), which is at a distance of some 20 leagues from the mentionuvd lake without seeing any
rivers, nor other waters, and that the Indians had some sheep and goats. Thot the third time
that he entered it was by way of the place called Chama, 11 leagues distant from this town,
where some Spanish families live. That some residents of the kingdom and a squadron of
soldiers went along to guard them, which were furnished by the Governor Gaspar Domingo de
Mendoza (1739-1743), owing to the fact that a Christian Apache Indian-named Luis assured
them that in the province there were many veins of virgin silver, which proved false.

That they traveled northward with Luis. That they crossed the Rio Grande (San Juan
River) 15 times from one bank to the other. That from that river they set out for the province of
Mavajo. That it was distant some four leagues in which district they only found rain water, with
some valleys and mesas where they plant their corn, pumpkins, and watermelons. That the soil
is very sterile and without any tree groves. And the witness says that is all he has seen of the
province. That the Indians live on mesas on the highest parts of them to guard against the
Comanches and Yutas (Utes) their enemies. That their small houses are of stones, clay, and
mud. That they weave some cloth of wool, basketry, and some leather (buckskin) which they
bring to sell (because they are at peace) to the Christian Indians of the realm. Andthat it is now
many years since the Navajo Indians have done harm to the Christians of the realm. That he
has heard tell that their province has 4,000 Indians between old and young more or less. That

1@ knows no more.

(THIRD WITNESS):

At Santa Fe, February 27, 1748. Testimony of Antonio Martin, Spaniard, resident of
Santa Cruz de Ojo Caliente, farmer and stockman, 50 years old. He said.

That-he entered the Navajo province in the year (17) 43, with the residents of the realm
and a squad of soldiers furnished by Govorrior Gaspar Domingo Mendoza to protect them,
bacause a Christian Apache Indian named Luis had begged them to goto the province assuring
them that there was much virgin siiver.in a mountain, that the Indian Luis wemwoth them and
having.seached the spot where the silver was supposed to be they found not even a trace of it.

That the entrance to the province was made by way to the place catled Chama, 12 ieagues from °
[y
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this town where some Spanmish families live. That from that place to the beginning of said
province there is 40 leagues more or less, an unpopulated country wooded and with many
mesas. That they found three rivers with little water in that district of 40 leagues, also a spring
of running water, very bad and unfit for drink. That having penetrated the province for 15
leagues more or less they found some pools of rain water which the Navajo Indians impounded
with sand banks to store it in order to drink ity who plant much corn, beans, pumpkins, and
watermelons, all seasonal, and that they live on the tops of the mesas where they have their
httle houses of stones and clay. That they are forced to live ithere by the Yutas (Ute) and
Comanche nations who are their enemies.

That he entered through the said place into the provinte which is to the west and they
arrived at the Rio Grande (San Juan River), which is about 10 leagues from the province, su it
seamed to him. That they do not irrigate the lands which were traveled over by the witness
between the above province and the river, because it flows in a very deep box canyon. That he
has heard tell that the province from north to southchas a distance of 40 leagues between the
inhabitedshouses and the uninhabited lands, without a single river by which to irrigate their
lands. And that from east to west it may have been some 20 leagues. Thatit has seemedto him
that the natives are untrustworthy in what they say, and that their being at peace with the
Christians of the realm is because of its value to them because they are much persecuted by the
Comanches and Yutas (Utas). That he saw in the province about 60 head of small stock close to
a small ranch, that thoy weave some cloth, basketry. . .which they trade with the Christian
Indians of this realm and they also bring some leather (buckskin) (to) sell for other goods. And
that he saw about 300 Indians among men, women, and children. That he has hsard it said that
there may be about 2,000 Indians in the province, that he knews no more than what he has
told. ‘

(FOUKTH WITNESS):

Santa Fe, March 1, 1745, testimony of Juan Zbloia, resident of Santa Cruz, ', 8 leagues
from this town, farmer and stock raiser of both large and small animals. He said:

That during the month of September of 1743 he entered the Navajo province with some
rasidents of this realm and an escort of soldiers furnished for their protestion by Lt, Col. Don
Gaspar Domingo de Mendoza (1739-1743). Because a Christian Apache Indian named Luis$
assured them that in said province there was a mountain of virgin silver, which was found
untrue. And that there are 45 Ieague., from that spot to tHe'valley Where the witness lives, all
uninhabited land with two mediym-sized rivers and a small permanent lake of water, and also
two small springs of fresh running water, which land is wooded with many mesas and valleys,
That they penetrated about five leagues into the province in a westerly direction andfrom there
no-thward in which distance of five leagues they found no river, but some ponds of rain water
and valleys of farm land where seasonal crops of corn, beans, pumpkins, and watermelons are
planted. And those pagan Indians were cultivating the lands with wooden implements '* and
that they live on the tops of the mesas gathered in their little houses of stones and mud. Which
retreats they are obhgnd to defend from the Comanche and Yutas (Ute) Indians whu are the
ones wha make war on them. : ‘ v

And the witness says that the Navajo Indians gave the ones who entered a free passage
and fine reception, and that he saw a group of about 140 men, women, and children more or
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less, and that he also saw a small flock of sheep of some 160 head more or less and some tracks
of cattle which he did not see. And that the Navajo Indians make some cloth of wool and
basketry. That these along with spome leather (buckskin) are used in their barter with the
Christian Indians of the realm who give them other goods. And it has seemed to him that those
Navajo Indians are very domestic (tame). And that it is 20 years more or less since they have
made war ‘upon the Christians of this realm. And he also says that the river which is called
Grande (San Juan River) which is distant from that province about four leagues, and enters
through that place, runs down, very.boxed in, for which reason they arq unable to irrigate the
. lands. And that in regard to the longitude and latitude of the province he i unable to tell
because he did not travel over all of it. That he knows nothing uolse.

E
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(FIFTH WITNESS):

Santa Fe, March 2, 1745. Testimony of Pedro Sanches, Spaniard, resident oi Santa Cruz
(12), 7 leagues distant from Santa Fe. He said:

That he was a farmer 50 years old. That during the month of September 1743, he
entered the Navajo province with somb residents and soldiers, owing to the story of a Christian
Apache Indian named Luis who said that there was a mountain of virgin silver,\vhich proved
faise. That from Santa Cruz to the Navajo province there is a distance of 4Q-leagues all
uninhabited country, wooded and with many canyons, and two medium-sized rivers, and three
pondsof rain water. That he penetrated the province westward for five leagues. Thatthere isa
large river outside the province four leagues. That they do not irrigdte the lands with this water
in that place because the rivers run in hox canyons. And that those pagan Indians plantall their
crops of beans, corn, pumpkins, and waterrnelons as seasonal. Fhattheylive on thva tops of the
mesas in little houses of stone. And that the reason for their living in those mountains is
because the Yutas (Utes) and Comanches make war upon them. That he saw some small flocks
of small stock and he also saw tracks of cattle although he saw none of the animals. That those
Indians wesave some cloth and make basketry, which they bring to sell to the Christians of the
realm. That he saw about 200 Indians old and young, that they seemed to him to be very
friendly Indians, and that they hage been at peace now for many years. That he has heard it said
that the province extends some 0 leagues from north to south. That e knows no more.

(SIXTH WITNESS): SN |

Santa Fe, March 3, 1746. ‘Testimany of Don Bernardo de Bustamante, native of Castile,
resi_dent of Santa Fe. Me said:

That in the month of September 1743, he entered the Navajo province with an escort of
soldiers with the consent of Lt. Col. Don Gaspar Domingo de Mendoza (1739-1743), governor
of the realm. That it was the instance of a Christian Apache Indian named Luis who told them
about @ mountain of virgin silver, but it proved false. That it was at a-distance of 80 leagues from
Santa Fe. That they penetrated it betwaeen north and west about 30 leagues up tothe place told
them by the above Indian. That from the district of Santa Fe to the borders of the province where

thay entered they encountered five rivers, three.sf them with considerable water, and the two

of small size. And that in none of them could he see that any land was irrigated by them. That
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said land is wooded with some valleys and ponds of rain water. And that the said 30 leagues of

the Navyajo province are sandy.and rough with many mesas and valleys, and that in the latter

the pagan Indians plant their seasonal crops of corn, beans, pumpkins, and watermelons. And
that the largest of the fivae rivers is about 12 leagues distant from the province, and that the
others are much farther away.” Yhat these Indians live in ranches on the tops of the mesas in
huts made of timber, stone, and mud. That they are forced to those retreats by the war made on
them by the Yuta [Ute) and Comanche pagans. That he saw about 600 Indians between men,
women, and children, who seemed to hiin very docile, and that itis now about 20 years more or
less that they have been at peace with the Christians of the realm, but that it seems to himitis

for their own convenience and to free themselves from the said Comanches and Yutas (Utes).
That the province beginning at the Castillejos which are to the west are 12 leagues distant from

the town of Nemes (Jemez) up to 20 leagues from the town.of Zuni between north and west.
That he has heard tell that the.province has a length of about 70 leagues. And that they do not
fhave river water to till their 'lands And that he has heard that in the province there may be
about 4,000 Indians, men, women, and children, that it has a length of 40 leagues from north to
south. That those Indians have some small stock and'they wear woolen cloth and (make) .
basketry which they trade to the Indians of the realm. They also bring™ some leather (buckskm) \
which is all that he can say. O,

(SEVENTH WITNESS):

Santa Fe, March 3, 1745. Testimony of Don Manuel Saens de Garbisu, lieutenant of the
company of the royal palace and presidio and native of the kingdum of Castile, resqunr of this

town. He said: . N _ . ‘

suldiors and some residents.of the realm with consent of Governor Mendoza (1739-1743)
owing to the pleadings of a Christian Apache Indian named Luis who told that in the Navajo
province there was @ mountain of virgin silver, which proved false. That on leaving the town for
the land of the pagan Indians they reached the Rio Grande (San Juan River), thuscalledbythe .
Navajos. That in that province after entering some six leagues more or less from that spot they !
sent a friendly Indian from tkte town of Santa Ciara (Pueblo) of ti.is realm, who was along with
the Spaniards, to enter the provihce of the Navajos with the purpose of getting supplies for all of
us, and who returned gfter 3 days after leaving with 40 Navajo Indians with some supplies of
tortillas and pumpkms,sand that the following day in the afternoon they left the said place for
the province which they entered from the noath to the west about 30 leagues more or less, in '
which dist {u they found no rivers but some little springs of not much water and ponds of rain
water. He s&d that the land of these 30 leagues is one of many mesas and valleys up to the
borders of the province. In which valleys they plant their seasonal crops of corn, beans,
pumpkins, and watermelons. And the witness having climped to the topof one of the mesas, he
saw that those Indians have built their little houses in stofes (courses) of stone, timber, and
mud, and they dress in the same kind of clothes as the Christian Indians of the realm. That he
saw soma small stock which are maintained on the mesas. That it seemed to him that he saw
about 700 head of. shaep. And that the reason for their living on the tops of the mesas is tn
protect themselves from the Yuras (Utes) and pagan Taguaganas '* who live close to them. That
since he has besn in the realm some 9 years he has seen them at peace with the Christians.

That gt the beginning of September of the year 1743 he left the town with a squad of e
I
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That they weave woolen cloth and make much basketry which they come to trade to the
Christian Indians. That he saw about 400 of those Navajo Indians large and small and that he
has heard tell that thare are from 3,000 to 4,000 of these Indians'in the province. That it also
seemed to him that those he saw were very gentle that they greeted the Spaniards well, Thatis
all he knows. -

(EIGHTH WITNESS):

Santa Fe, March 4, 1745. Testimony of Annﬁyfo de Vlibani, resident of this town,
Alcalde, mayor and captain of war in it. He said.

L

That in the year 1706 while Don Francisco Cuerboy Valdes (1705-1707) was governor
of this kingdom the witness entered the Navajo province With some civilians and soldiers to
subdue said Indians who were at war. That the expedition was made. by the Pueblo of San
Lorenzo de los Pecuries (Picuris) of said realm which is at a distance from Santa Fe of 18
leagues. That they penetrated to a spot in the province called ""Los Pefioles’’ which seemed to
him to be in the center of it and at a distance of some 40 leabues from the pueblo where they
entered from east to west. In which district there are no inhabitants and the land is all full of
mesas and gullies of sandy and loose ground and that they found no rivers but some springs of
running water and pools of rain water. That clear to the spot of 'Los Pefioles’’ he savv about 200
Indians and that he does not doubt that on the tops of the mesas where they have their houses
of §tone, timber, and mud there might be many more. That he also saw some small flocks of
sheep of which they were able to obtain about 50 head and then continued their journey
through the province. They leftit through the Pueblo of Cia(Zia), which is to'the west, and that it
seemed that the province had a length from east to west of about 70 leagues and a width of 30
leagues from north to south. That said province has no river that can irrigate the lands which
thay plant in seasonal crops. The witness says that in the month of October 1 716, he entered a
second time with the cdptain of the presidial company, Christobal de la Arna, with 40 soldiers
and some civilians through the town of Nemes (Jemez) of this reaim, 20 leagues distant from
this town owing to the many raids made by said Indians upon the Christian Indians with whom
they wore at war. That from the Pueblo of Nemes (Jemez) to the border of the province where
they entered there must be about 16 leagues of uninhabited land with many mesas and
canyons, without rivers, with some small springs of running water and pools of fresh running .
water. And though during this occasion more than 400 men entered they never lacked water tg
drink. That they penetrated into the province about 20 leagues to a spot called ''Los Pefolitos’’
where they had a batfle with pagan Indians, that they killed six and took from them about 200
head of sheep. That he saw some Indians in flight over the mesas and that he returned through
the same spot which they had entered. That in.all the country of the province they raise much -
corn, beans, pumpkins and watermeions, all seasonal. And that since he has known them at
~ peace which is 29 years they have done no harm to this realm. That they are the very tame
Indibns and peaceful, that they make much woolen cloth of black wool, and basketry, with a
which thay trade with the Christian Indians of the realm. And he says that in the time of 43
~ yuars since he settled.in this kingdom thoy havo not lacked food except during 2 years because
it did not rain as it happenaed all over the reaim. '’ That is all he knows.

¢
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(NINTH WITNESS):

Santa Fe, March 4, 1745, Testimony of Juan José Moreno. native of the kingdom of
Castile, resident of this town. He said.

That in the month of September 1743, he set out from this town with some citizens and
an escort of soldiers by permission of Governor Mendoza at the pleaa&g of a Christian Apache
Indian named Luis who told them stories of a mountain of virgin silver which existed in the
Navajo province, but which proved untrue. From this town they went to a place called Aviqui
(Abiquiu) inhabited by Spaniards of this kingdom and 15 leagues from this town. From that
place they yent on a straight line due west to that province. That it took them 10 daystqreach
its borders. In which district they found six middle-sized rivers and some without fords because
of their very boxed-ir. nature by numerous mesas, and they also found a tank of fresh rain water
and all the country was uninhabited. That they penetrated the province about 25 leagues to the
south more or less. In which country they found some small springs of running water with
ponds of rain water and many valleys, in which the Inflians plant corn, beans, pumpkins, and
watermelons as seasonal crops., The said Indians live on the tops of the mesas to protect
themselves against the pagan Yutas (Utes) who make war on them, and their houses are of
stone, wood, and mud. That they saw about 250 Indians among men, women, and children.
That they went out to meet said Spaniards. That they gave them a warm welcome. That he
knows them to be very peaceful Indians and domestic (tame). That they’ took them (the
Spaniards) to the rancherias and fed them with much atfection. That in conversation with the
Indians the Spaniards were asked by the fotmer why they had gone to those places because
they had never seen similar people. To which the reply was made that the Indian Luis was
taking them to show them a mountain of virgin silver that he said was in that province or its
vicimity. To which the pagan Indians replied that there was no suci silver nor did they have any
information that there was any. As in truth all that Luis had told themturned out false. And the
witness says that according to the little knowledge he has of mines, in all the country that that
he traveled in that province he saw no trace of minerals. That he left the province with the other
people and two Navajo Indians who volunteered to show them the way out. That he also saw
some small flocks of sheep in the province, also some horses that they have. Thatitis some 22.
years that he knows that they have been at peace with those in this kingdom duri?kg\which time
they have made no raids. That they weave woolen cloth and some of cotton (probably traded) **
and make baskets from small shrubs all of which they use to trade with the Spaniards and
Indians of this realm for other articles which are given to them. That he has heard it said that
the province has a length of 60 leagues from north to west and a width of 25 leagues more of
less. That he has also heard it said that there must be about 3,000 Indians in that province
among men, women, and children, more or less. That is all he knows.

*

(TENTH WITNESS):
Santa Fe Testimony of Alfonzo Rael de Aguilar, resident of this town. He said:
That on three different occasions he has entored the Navajo province. The first was at

the time of Governor DonJuan Flores (1712 1715). Thatthey set out from this town with about
500 men botwaen soldiers, civilians, and Indhans. That they made the oxpedition into the




province throuah the Pueblo of Nemes (Jemez) in this kingdom about 24 leagues distant from
this town. From which place all those people entered the Navajo .province because those
Indians were making war on those of this kingdom. That they penetrated said province about
30 leagues, in'which territory he saw no rivers, only some seepages of rain water. That said
country is all mesas and valleys in which the Indians plant their seasonal crops of corrt, beans,
pumpkins, and watermelons. He said that they raise large crops of those producis. That he saw
about 150 Indians more or less. That they killed and captured some of them and that they took
P from them about 300 head of sheep. And that their ranches are composed of this kind of stock.
That said Indians live in the valleys when the Yutas (Utes) do not make war on them, and that
when they are hard pressed in these places they liveron the tops of the mesas where they have
their dwellings. That he left the country with tha rest of the expedition through the place named

La Piedra Alumbre some 18 lsagues from this town. And that inthe country he traversed in that
province he saw no rivers, but he has only heard tell of a river, which they call Grande {San

Juan River), near it. That said province must have a length from west to north some 70 leagues

and width from east to south of some 40 leagues. And that it seems to him that the last two
expedi.ions he made in the time of the same Governor Don Juan Flores Mogollon(1712-1715),
That from that time to this he has known those Indians to be at peace. And that they have made
no raids on the realm. On the other hand he has known them to be very docile and tame Indians
and who have much affection for the Spaniards. That to the latter and to the Indians of the
réalm they sell them woolen cloth and basketry Which tHey make in their province; they also
bring some buckskins and that they barter all those for other thingsthat are giventhem. That he
knows no more, ¥ :

i

(ELEVENTH WITNESS):

Santa Fe, March 4, 1745, Testimony of Juan Bigil, Span/ard resident of this town. He
sard:

¢ [

That at the time of the governorships of Don Juan Flores and Don Phelis (Feliz) Martinex

(1712-1717) he entered the province of the Navajos with some citizens, soldiers, and Indians of
the realm owing to the Navajos being at war. The first expedition being made through the place
called "'La PiedraAlumbre,” thatis 18 leagues from this town, from which place to thé province

there are 15 leagues of uninhabited country without a river but some water holes of rain water.,

‘That he penetrated that province almost 30 leagues to the westward. . . .Wooded country with
many gullies without any rivers but with some pools of running water in which valleys the
Indians plant corn, beans, pumpkins, and watermelons as seasonal crops, and that in most of
the mesas there were many Indians dweiling. And that he saw some small flocks of sheep. That
said Indians live in the tops of the mesas in their' small houses of timber, stone, and mud
because the Yutas (Utes) make war on them. That they came out through the same place that
thoy entered. That he does not know that there is any river in said province except one called
Rio Grande (San Juan River) at some distance from it. That from west to east itmay be some 40
leagues and from north to south about 16. And that in‘all the province there may be some 4,000
Indians more or less among men, women, and children. That the sacond time he entergd was

through the town of Nemes (Joemez) which is to the wost and that on this occasion they
N ' o ! . '

76 | ) ‘




-

) .,

o
it

penetrated the province about 40 leagues. Which country 1s wooded and with many canyons
where they plant as has been told above. And that they killed and captured some Indians and
sheep. Andthatthe Navajos have some horses although only a few, that they are unable to feed

them because of the war made upon {them) by the pagan Yutas. And that he and the rest left the,

province through the place which they had entered.-He knows because he has seen that since
the year 1722 they have been at peace with the inhabitants of the kingdom, and he holds them
to be docile and domestic. That the men dress in buckskins and the women in cloth of wool

" which they make in their country, and also basketry which is brought to trade with the
Christians of this realm. That all he has said‘is public and well known in this kingdom. He said

he is b4 years old. |

(TWELFTH WITNESS):
Santa Fe. March 6, 1745. Testimony of Antonio Tafoia..+esident of this town and ensign

of the royal presidio. He said:

That owing to the fact that the Navajo Indians were at war, he and some civilians,
soldiers, and Indians to the number of 400 had entered on this expedition through the
mountain called "De los Grullas’ (the sandhill cranes) " to the north distant from this town
some 30 leagues. That they penetrated it some 18 leagues more or less. Inwhich distance they
found a rnedium-sized river, and some small springs of running water and some pools. That it is
all a land of mesas and canyons in which the Indians plant their corn, beans, pumpkins, and
watermelons. That it seemed to him to be dry soil and sterile. That they encountered some
small ranches on the tops of the mesas. That at different times he saw on the tops about 500
Indians between men, women, and children. That the Christian Indians of those of the
expedition from this realm killed an Indian. And that said Navajos fled to the mountains.
Whereupon all the members of the expedition returned to this town through the place known
as "el cerro de los pedernales’” ® (the mountain of the flints) near the town of Aviquiu

_{Abiquiu), which is a Spanish town of this realm about two leagues distant from the former

place. That the secondtime he entered the province was in the tirne of Governor Chacor{1707-
1712) because the Indians were also at war. And on said occasion there were about 500 men,
among cwilians, soldiers, and Indians, which expedition was made through the place called

“La Piedra Alumbre,” 18 leagues from this town, where they saw some 25 Navajos and
following them they killed about 10 or 12 and the rest got away fleeing to the mountains. That
they encountered two medium-sized rivers before reaching the province. That they penetrated
It about 25 leagues. That they have their habitations on the tops of the mountains to protect
themselves from the pagan Yuta (Ute) Indians who war against them. That he saw a small flock
of sheep having heard it said that they have such stock in many parts of the province, that there
may be in it same 4,000 Indians between men, women, and children. Thatits lengthis about 70
lwayues west to north and about 30 from east to south. Thatit1s about 30 years that he knows
the Navajo to be at peace during which time they have not made araid into this realm. Thatthey
are tame and quiet That they came out of the province through the same spot they entered it.
That those Inchans and therr women dress the same as those of this realm, and that they weave
cloth of black wool and bddk(,“y with which theyt (,ome to trade with the Christian Indians for
other things that the latter give them. And that the above 1S wlmt he knows "
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Evaluation of Historical Records
and Their Significance for Dinétah M

It is difficult to ascertain whether the Spanish explorers and later, missionaries' or
settlers actually encountered Navaio habitants of the Dinétah area. Early reports sometimes
refer to journeys north and west’of existing pueblos on the Rio Grande (in the general direction
of Dinétah), and exchanges there with Navajos. On the other hand, none of these reports uses
the name "'Dinétah’ as an area which they visited or with which they had contact.

There is again disagreement regarding the date when Navajds were first contacted by
Spaniards. Hammond ifffof the opinion (and this author concurs) that the Querechos were
Navajos, and that the term "‘Apache" in early Spanish references includes Navajos. |f one
“accepts Hammond's account of Espejo’s (1681-1583) reports, he first saw Navajos near
Winslow, Arizona or in the scrape his soldiers had with certain ’Querechos’’ near Acoma.

The chronicler Luxan notes that on Espejo’s trip to Hopi they traveled east of the
Colorado River and there observed: "Its shores are settied by warlike, mountain people.”
Later they reached Mormon Lake where they declared: “Yhis region is inhabited by mountain
people, for it is atemperate land . ... We found a rancheria belonging to a mountain people who
abandoned it and fled from us, as we could see by their tracks.” * Still later, near Acomita,
Luxan reported: :

The people of Acoma and the neighboring mountain people rebelled...kept shouting
at us from the hills night and.day. . . Half of our men with all the servants went to the
rancheria and set fire to the shacks. We destroyed also a‘very fine field of corn
belonging to the natives. . . On the aftérnoon of the following Sunday there were
peace parleys between us and the Curechos.

Espejo himself wrote:the following account, referring to the Acoma area: o

The mountain dwellers, who are called Querechos, come downto serve the people in
the towns (Puelilo), mingling and trading with them, bringing them salt, game such

‘as deer, rdbbits, and hares, dressed chamois skins, and other goods 1 exchange for
cotton blakkets and various articles accepted in payment.

- s

Zarate-Salr eMﬁfirst mentions the Navajos by name in 1628. He was followead by Fray
Alonzo Benavides in 1630 and 1634, who presents considerable information about them.
Whether there may have been an earlier mention of the Navajos by Coronado or some other
explorer prior to Espejo is less certain. Castefiado, writing 20 years after Coronado’s 1640
expedition, mentions the “‘Querechos’* as a group of Indians residing to the east of the Rio

Grande , |
It seems probable that Espejo did contact Navajos inthe late 1600s, although notin the
Dinétah area. The argument that the Navajos were not contacted until the seventeenth century
.. Iike that for a late Navajo arrival date in the Southwest -- rests on negative evidence. No

expedition reported seeing any Navajos; hence, this logic reasons, there were no Navajosinthe .
¢ ragion at this time. '

.

This argument is too simplistic, and fails to consider the extent and nature of Spanish
contact with native Southwestern populations at the time, Numerous Spanish encounters
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with Indian peoples were violent onas that ended in bloodshed (as is illustrated in the Rabal
testimonies and Hammond's account-—Z It is not unreasonable to asume that the Spanish
reputation for violenc® preceded individual parties of explorers, missionaries and settlers, and
that Spanish offenses and atrocities were\well known by all native peoples in the area. It makes
perfect sense for these people, particularly if their subsistence base required a hunting-and-
gathering, nomadic lifestyle with little investment in permanent settlements, to stay out of the
depredating path of the Spaniards, * The fact that many early chronlclersfatledto see Navajos
means only that -- not that there were no Navajos to be seen. The Jattter assumption is a

mistaken one which many scholars delight in takmg

The Spanish historical accounts do, however, present evidence of Navajo occupationin
the Southwest during the early 1608s. Most contemporary archaeologists nonetheless,
refuse to accept a Southwestern Navajo occupation at that time. Their reasons for this
presumably lie in the relative lack of supportive archaeologlcal data, yet several Navajo sites
bear coterminous dates with those in the Spamsh records. Wilson and Wairen, for example,
cite the earliast positively dated Navajo site as 1690. * Schagfsma * reports:archaeological
sites in the Chama River Valley dating to the 1600s, and buttresses his account with the
historical records of Navajos living in'the region at that time. Many archaeologists continue to
demure and do not recognize the Chama Valley ruins as representing a Navajo occupation.

Despite this controversy, the Spanish data contained in. .1ammond s account afd the
Rabal document are revealing of the Navajos’ territorial range “at the time, and the
interrelationships between various tribal and non-native groups in the Southwest, Implicitin

these data is an estimate of the length of time the Nayajos may have been in this region. The’

‘Spanish accounts describe the Navajos as traders, and as warlike. Both act/wt/es require
numbers. The Navajos observed by Espejo, Zarate-Salmerdn and ot ers must have been in the
reglon for many years to accumulate a population -- and a terrttortal range -- sufficientto carry

* on'the activities of war and trade.

Although the Dinétah area and much of Nava;o country lie north of the early Spanish
routes, it seems clear that Navajos (“Querechos” or “Apaches’) were at various times
residents or visitors (as members »f trade and/or raid parties) in areas crossed by Spanish
expeditions. Much can be learned about early Navajo culture and social organization from the
historical accounts.presented by Hammond and the Rabal witnesses. By extrapolation, our
knowledge of the Dinétah area and its Navajo inhabitants is also increased. “
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‘connection to, a
- Butit is both intgresting and informative to examine this history within the Navajo perspective,

CHAPTER FOUR

Navajo Life In Dinétah
chording To Legends and Stories

THE PREV IOUS CHAPTERS HAVE dealt with a presentation of Navajo history -- its
Ld ompltcattons for the Dinétah area -- from a chiefly non-Navajo viewpoint.

as it has beep recorded in native myths and oral narratives. From such ar analysis, 8 more
complete ptc{ure of Navajo life in Dinétah emerges. :

One wvery important record of Navajo oral history is contained in two volumes by
Katherine Spencer. In Reflection of Social Life in the Navaho Origin Myth,' Spencer éxamines
various aspects of Navajo culture portrayed in origin narratives, and compares those .
deacrtpttons v.rth ethnglogic data. A later publicaticn entitied Mythology and Values: An .
Analysis of Navaho Chantway Myths,? concerns the relation between myth-associated chants
and value themes evidenced in daily Navajo life.

Spencer’s material is used in this chapter with Washington Matthews study of Navaho

- Legends® and contemporary accounts of Navajo individuals. Together, these mythologicaland

oral historical narratives supply a picture of early Navajo behavior and social life. It is, of course,
impossible to determine with specificity the period of time covered in myths. Nevertheless,
mythological data describe a lifeway that was either brought into the Dinétah area, or practiced
by thé first inhabitants there.

One further note is required regarding the nature of Navajo myths and the suuject of
mythology in geqneral These terms are perhaps mtsnomers for they convey the meaning that a
myth is a kind if fairy tals which has little or no basis in fact. To the contrary, it is this writer’s
belief that myths and legends are the native equivalent of htstortc?I documentation, and that
they provide dan accurate cultural- historical record of early periods in Navajo history.
(Spencer's publjcations clearly support the fundamental accuracy of oral narratives -- myths --
in describing prehistoric Navajo life. ) \ ;

It is unfoftunate that a so-called “pre-literate” peoplejsuch as the Navajos, who have
carefully recorded their history from generation to generation through the use o(%eligious
narratives, should have these accounts labeled inferior and unworthy of consideration for their
historical accurtcy It is a tragic irony to dismiss this oral documentation in favof of written
adcounts which are very ofter biased ‘and inaccurate because the writers have little
axperiantial famoltanty with their subject matter.* 7

W i /
Al ' ° .
; ‘ ' ‘

R ey 91 !




Legend: ' !

@ U.S. G & G. Survey Triangulation Station
® U.S. G. & G. Survey Reference Mark
® Disturbed Area
» Tower
w \Wire Fence
++¢ Proposed Fence
= Log Fence
x Large Pothole
+ Small Pothole
»e -Hogan
© Sacred Tree
A Cairn
™ Window Rock
woee Trail
v Road
(& Prayer Area
=p Race Course

. ":1?" Can?p Area
} ]
Feet 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000

dad S L -
1" = 2,000 ft. | 1 mile 3

' /

-

Huerfano Masa, showing elevation and major culturpl areas.

J2

ErlC P AVAILRLE "




Description of Early Navajo Economy

Statements in the Navajo origin legends recorded by Spencer and Matthews referto a
subsistence base combining hunting, gathering and horticulture.® Domestic animals are not
mentioned prominently in origin myths, although small and large game animals such as
rabbits, prairie dogs, porcupines, teer, antelope and mountam sheep were apparently humed
These provided the major clothing source, as Matthews notes in his Navaho Legends

They had as yet no horses, domestic sheep, or goats. They rarely succeeded in killing
deer or Rocky Mountain sheep. When they secured deer it was sometimes by still-
hunting them, sometimes by surrounding one and making it run till it was exhausted,
. *and sometimes by driving them over precipices. When a man got two skins of these
larger animals he made a garment of them by tying the forelegs together over his
shoulders. The woman wore a garment consisting of two webs of woven cedar bark,
one hanging in front and one behind, all wore sandals of yucca fi ber or cedar bark.
They had headdresses made ol weasel-skins and rat-skins, with the tails hanging
down behind. These headdre§ses were often ornamented with colored artificial
horns, made out of wood, or with the horns of the.female mountain sheep shaved
thin. Their blankets were made of cedar bark, of yucca fibre, or of skms sewed
togethet. ™ '

, """ This description of early Navajo technology is provided by Matthews:*®

Each house had, in front of the door, a long passageway, in which hung two
curtains--one at the outer. the other at the inner end -- made usually of woven cedar
bark. In winter they brought in plenty of wood at night, closed both curtains, and
made the house warm before they went to sleep. Their bows were of plain wood thin,
the Navahos had not yet learned to put animal fibre on the backs of the bows. The/r
arrows were mostly Meds tipped with wood, but some made wooden arrows.

Turkey is frequently mentioned in the origin stories, and is linked with the ‘beginning of

agriculture. Turkey emerged with the people from the lower world; shaking out his wings, he

~ spread corn and cther seeds into the present world. With the advent of agriculture, according to
Matthews, the Navajos began to extend their settlements:*®

The bottom-land which they farmed was surrounded by high bluffs, and hemmedin
up-stream and down-stream by jutting bluffs which came close to the river. After a
time the tribe became too numerous for all to dwell and farm on the spot, so some
went up in the bluffs to live and built stone storehouses in the cliffs, while athers in
the Tsinadzlp:/ went below the lower promontory to make gardens. Later yet, some
moved across the San Juan and raised crops on the other side of the stream.

Wild vegetable products including seeds, grasses, fruits, cactus pears, roots and herbs,
wera gathered in add'tion to cultivated foods. The latter included corn, beans, squash, melons,
pumpkins, gourds, tobacco and cotton.

A division of labor existed which prescribed that women gathered seeds and grasses

while men engaged in hunting. Men dlso proided the primary manpower for farming. During
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the sepai ation of the sexes, men planted new fields whnch grew better each year, but women
neqlected those left to them, allowing the fields to become overgrown with weeds. Women
were expected to keep house for the men, clean the camp and hogans, care for children, make
cipthing, nrepare and cook the food, assist men in thé fields, carry water, gather fuel (wood) for
the fire, weave, and make pottery and baskets. Men were expected to clear the fields, plant the

orn hunt both small and large animals, and protect the family.

Chiefs and Councils

i

/ Various origin storias relate that activities concerning order within the group, measures

/' for the welfare of the group, or reiations with other groups were regulated by "‘chiefs,” by
i councils of the peaple, or by a combination of both.* In the lower world there weré four chiefs
;’ - Wolf, Mountain Lion, Otter'and Beaver -- who directed the lives of the people. In anotner
" place, the four directions had chiefs -- Water Monster, Blue Heron, Frog.and White Mountain

Thunder.

Panel showing o bow and arrow to the left, a deer with something protruding from its mouth, and a large masked
fiqurer with horns and earrings on the nght.
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Four chiefs initially dominated the present ("'Glittering’’) world; occasionally one of
these leaders assumed a prime role while other, younger chiefs weare subordinate. Four chiefs
were again recognized when Changing Woman selected them to lead the people from the
western ocean to Dinétah, providing each with a cane of precious material.

“
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Deer (7) igure standing above a tablito hgure  On the right is a feather headdress figure (Crow Canyon).

Characteristic of a chief's functions were his morning talks to his people during which
he exhorted them to rise sarly, perform tasks dutifully and behave according to ideal values. A
chief sometimes summoned a council of the People to discuss a present need or danger. The
chiefs looked after their constituents’ welfare and served as a means of contact with strange
groups. s
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intergroup Relations and Social Organization
k]

All people in the lower world, according to recorded oral narratives, spoke the same
language. Only after their emergence into this world did people split into diverse language
groups '

Puebloan people are mentioned throughout Navajo origin stories. ‘They first appeared in
the lower-world where they lived with the Navajos; in fact, according to one origin myth,
Puebloans joined Navajo males during the separation of the sexes (since the Pueblos emerged
from the lower world with ‘the Navajos). After the killing of monsters by Monster Slayer
(Naayéé' Neezghdni) and Child Born of Water (76 Bdjishchin/), Navajos and Puebloans
separated, the Navajos taking the best seeds and leaving the pooraest for their former
neighbors. Another account indicates that Changing Woman created Pueblo people and other
strangers, and later sent them to a different place because they spoke their own language.
Navajo oral narratives state that some of the Pueblo ruins were inhabited during this time.

< The origin stories do not stress the matrilineal aspects of Navajo social organization SO
evident today Spencer states: . . . .in no part of the complete origin myth is matrilineal
organization emphasized.!' The myths do mention marriage with strange and alnen people and
the formation of clans from the descendants of these individuals.

Summary of Mythological and Ethnological Data

The following table on pp. 87-88, adapted from Spencer's Reflection of Social Life'in the
Navaho Origin Myth, summarizes the areas of concurrence and disagreement between
various origin myths and ‘ethno'logic data.''

Part of & wooden fence. located on top of Dzitna’vodifii. toward the south
[
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TABLE 3 .

C rréspondencés and Discrepancies Between Navajo Origin Myth and Ethnologic Data

"

R pp

Cultural Area

-
Correspondences Prasent in
Origin Myth and In Ethnological
Data

Dllcuponcln Present In
Ethnological Data But Not In

v Myth

Prasent In Myth But Not In
Ethnological Data

Economy

Three elemants of economy are
hunting-gatharing, égriculiure,
domestic Ammals in present day
economy. second and third are
predominant, in myth first and
second are predominant with
third mentioned but not
functioning D

\d

Weaving mentioned in myth but
not an important part of
economy .

Silverworking part of econoiny

Cultivation of cotton

Division of labor by sex, men
engage 1n hunting and wartare.
women undertake household
duties, some crafts

Clan speciahization in crafts -

Women working in leather

w—h—

Property and Inheritance Personal propdrty individually Matrihineal emphasis 1n Clan ownership of land
i owned. L ] Inheritance.

Courtship Intiative taken by boy's famuly,
’ mother's Brother has important
voice 1in dehberation of girl’s

\ farmily .
Martriage lncpst prohibition includes Marriage as a contractual
siblings, arrangement between two

¢ Clansmen tamilies.
1] "
Polygsmy. Marriage ceremony

Four-night taboo on intercourse
after murriage

Marriage preferences for spouses
related in certain ways and clan
preferences

o

, Husband and Wife

Recognttion of marital discord
Husbands responsible to wite's
paople for his treatment of her

o

Women representad as principal
oftender in mantal discord and
infidehty

Mutilation as punishment for
aduitery

[
. Parents and Childran Mother has primary care. tather
has responsibilities, particularty ”
In teaching :
* ™
Sibhngs Companionship of sibhings of | Respect relationship between - Y'°|“"°"b°' "’°h'bl;|“°” 0’; )
same sex with respect towarde| $iblings of opposite sex with contact bewteen siblings o
ol der prohibrtion on contact opposite sex and ther half-
, si1sters Grandparents and
Grandchildren
Grandparents, and Use of grandparental terms to Maternal grandparental terms
Griandenddeen strangors usually applied to strangers
Joking relationship with
paternad granrdparents
Muther s Brothar Special postion of mother’s
brother typicat of matriliny
Crosy Cousmie , Joking ralgtiodship (coyote .
only symbol of this in myth)
Afhnn! Holatives Mother in:law tabou Violation of mo(hm-ln'lavy
. : taboo
Kinship ; Desite tu trce or establish “Archoie’ fminmily terminology Double kinship terms used
kinghip bond with strangurs {svine of thase not foudd In addryss
Clan tarnunology used primanty tmyth) ' "
P
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TABLE 3 (continued)

Cultural Area

Correspondencee Present In
Qrigin Myth and In Ethnological
Data

Discrepancies Present In
Ethnological Data But Not In
Myth

Present In Myth But Not In
Ethnological Data -
!

Birth

Procedures at birth
Pollen and water used In placu of
mother's milk.

[

"“Medicine men'’
accouchaurs.

acting as

Childhood and Puberty’

Training of boys by racng.
playing with weapons, atc. Girl's
puberty ceremony

-~
Ceramonial imitiation for boys
and girls

\ Clan and Clan Group

Clan and clan group exogamy
Some tnterchangeabihity of
clans within clan group Clan
pets

Matrihineal clan descant
Clan marriage prefer¢nces
Clan functions in social control

n

Certain clans of move impor-
tance than others

Clan specialization in crafts.
Clan lands . ¢

Clan chiaf.

(hmls mm Coun( s

L]

Achivities of chief or peace
teader 1n direct work, dealing
with disputes. representing «
group 1n external affarrs
Ceramony  at nduction  of
headman

Naachid primanly a Ceremony
rather than a political gathering.

Distinction  between war and
peace leiders

Subdivisions within clans.

. Wartare

Raid and reprisal, organized on
local, not tribal bass

Use of nitual .
Takin() of trophies

Usa of horse 1n warfare

Peacetul
Inlgﬂgmup
Relations

Marriage with aliens

Visiting

Spuciic attitudes toward aliens,
e g, disdain for Paiutes, respo(t
101 Pueblos

Trade
Visiting at ceremonies

L

Consciousness of differences in
language. appearance, and
customs @mphasized.
Acceplance by in-group indicated
by use of kinship terms.

Gamas and

Gambhng a favorite pastirme for

Games Showing white influence

Following games

Gambhing women as well as for men such as card gaines, horse racing, Atsd’ ditkdn, thirteen chips. ~ usn
wrestling, ch‘mken pull on the wood, measuring worm,
water basket guessing game,
children’s game tn cornfield.
Siaves Presence of slavery ° S'aves won by gambling.

Cuptive children made slaves

Transvestite
" Fy

Actwmes’ overlapping those of
both mentand women

Heputation for wealth
Present-day tendency to ridicule
nadie.

Sewdal Pracuces

Attjtudes toward sexual abuses

1

Narung

Naming practices not entirely
clear but use of descriptive
namus. leknonymy. and war
names

Food and Animal Taboos

Taboo on eating fish and aquatic
b:rds
Avoidance of bear and snakb

Witcheraft

Devuth

[ UM

Belief in ahd fear of witchceraft
{some present-day belets and
l)mulces occur 1 myth)

Some modern behefs and
practices do not occur 1in myth

Witcheraft used by parents
dgainst own childran

2

Fear of the dead

Dastruction of proporty und
destruction of dwelling

Soine belists regarding afterife.
¢ . returnto emuvgen(&? hole

Some betiefs regarding afterhife,
e . afterworld st bottom of chff

Belief regarding ongin of death
from datly demands of a Iife by sun
and moon

Tosts for death by floating wood
and moccas'n game

Du‘mn'a

l
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Distinguish good and bad dreams.
bad dreams nead ntual trentmant
Dreams censidared as portents
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Spencer’s study of value elements in Navajo Chantway myths reveals a number of
constant and prominent focii in traditional Navajo life. These are listed below.?

’

Healttr and Happiness'® Health is represented in myths as desirable and the restoration
to good health is a primary objective of ceremonies. doth illness and injury are inflicted as
punishment in keeping wijh the warning that punishment would take these forms.

Subsistence. '* Warnings are again given that punishment will take the form of drought
or crop failure, as well as failure of the game supply. :

‘Ritual Knowledge and Power."* Knowledge and property provide access to supernatural
power: Ritual power thus obtained provides the means of maintaining health. Myths include
the warning that violation of ritual rules will bring punishment, with offerings required for
access to ritual power,

Property.'® The same rules apply which are stipulated under "'Ritual Knowledge and
Power.” In addition, there is a stipulation that payment is necessary for sexual rights. and
property is required as a marriage payment. Finally, poverty brings shame, ridicule and
exploitation. .

Family Relations. " Harmony in family relations is represented,as desirable. There are
sanctions against improper behavior between specific categories of kin: a brother-sister incest
taboo and a mother-in-law avoidance vule. Positive families ties,‘includingrespect and esteem

between brother and sister, are also represented.

Sex and Marriage. ™ There is justification for sororai polygyny, but offending women in
adultery cases are punished by mutilation. A woman'’s unacceptable marriage choice brlngs
punishment; all. aberrant marriages cause shame,

Self-Assertion and Responsibility.» The young -mythological hero’'s assertion of
independence is a means to attain adult status; by this process he is transformed into a
responsible member of society. Irresponsibility is disapproved and punished.

(‘\-' ‘e,

Companionship and Loneliness.®® There is’ ambivalence between the desire for
companionship and distrust of strangers. Hospitality is extended to strangers, but usually with
reluctance.

Aggression. *' There is a recognition of the existence of aggression in human affairs.
Trickery and deceit often occur. War occurs in myths, but is disapproved by the Holy People.
Witchcraft is punished.

Stories of Sacred Origin Sites 1in Dinétah

The accounts of native informants extend our knowledge of life in Dinétah beyond that
provided by Spencer’s analysis. Many of these accounts mention a number of sacred, original
habitation sites in Dinétah. One would expect these sitec to play a major role in Navajo stories
and legends since this is the Navajos’ homeland, and the frequency with which sites are

v 89 99




named serves to highlight the area’s-cultural significance. Among the sacred places are
Huerfano Mesa (Dzitna‘ooditii), Gobernador Knob (Ch’ éo/ /’f), LaPlata Mountains (D/é Nitsaa),
Blanca Peak (Sisnaajin/), Hosta Butte (Ak‘idahndst’ én/) Mount Taylor (Tsoodzif), Towered
House (Kinyaa'danii), River Junction (Pine and San Juary;, Fé‘aheedi)), Shlprock (Tsé Bit'a’l),
and Wide Belt Mesa (Sisnddt’eel). The stories which follow of these and other sntes provide
insight not only into the culture history of Dinétah, but also the cultural meaning of this area
and its sites for Navajos living today.

Navajo narratives of Dinétah are varied, but all report on the holy and sacred nature of '

the region. A Navajo man living near Huerfano Mesa compares Dinétah to the Christian Holy
Land. Although this individual did not want his name published, he was willing to have his
story told anonymously.

Most Navajos know very little about the Dinétah country. This is in spite of certain
sacred mountains within the area which medicine men frequently visit even today
(Dzitna’ooditii, Ch'éol’[’]). The reason probably lies in (the fact that) most Navajos have
have never been in the'region and there arg no recent stories circulating a bout the
reservation, as there are regardmg other better known places.

It (Dinétah) needs to be preserved. /n the mfrequent visits | have made to the region,
there have.been noticeable additional evidences of vandalism. People do not realize
they are walking on sacred ground where the very beginning of the Navajo people
tcok place /ong; long ago.

It is a place which needs to be protected for future generations of Navajos. Hopefully
they will be more interested and informed concerning the area.

Another account discusses Huerfano Mesa as the location of First Man’s and First
Woman's original home. The remains of this original hogan are still to be seen on top of the
mesa. It was from here that First Man saw the-cloud (mist) which descended over Gobernador
Knob lying to the east. He and other Holy People investigated this cloud and there, discovered
the infant who grew to be known as Changing Woman.

On this same mesa (Huerfano), Changing Woman grew up, experienced her first
Kinaaldd (puberty ceremony), and raised twin sons, Monstér Slayer and Child Born of Water,

The Twins left Huerfano Mesa to visit th\elr father, Sun, and departed again to kill various

monsters. Few places are as sacred or sng'ﬁ”ff”ognt(m Navajo stories as Huerfano Mesa.

| already mentioned Gobernador Knob, which is to the east. This is the location where
First Man found the baby who became Changing Woman. "

There are deer on top of Dzilnd’ooditii. These are herded even today by First Man. It
used to be that medicine men would visit the mesa. You are supposed to only think
good thoughts while up on the mesa. | don’t think as many medicine men visit the
mesa as used to. It is a very sacred spot to the Navajos.

There are alsn holes in the rock (pot holes) which is located on top of the mesa. They
washed Changing Woman (there) béfore she went to live with her hus band the Sun,
| in the western ocean. Water fsom these places is collected when there are droughts




and little rain.
.

In the many cgnyons in Dinétah there are examples of rock art which the Navajos
made. | believe they were told by the Holy People, who lived with or near the Navajos

@ in Dinétah to make drawings about the masks and other features of ceremionials.
When the Navajos left the Dinétah area they were told not to reproduce any ,
permanent form of a mask or figure. But the Dinétah area is full of carvings in stone *
as well as colored pamungs of many hgures just the same as are usgzd today in our
sandpamungs . _ .

.
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Daitna’oadilii. Vaew from on top of the mesa, Iookmg toward the location of the flrst hogan, whlch is snuated to the
loft of the tugh rock in the right background.

o

| know certain Christians, one of whom went to visit the Holy Land. He brought back
photographs and he was very excited. He told me he walked where Jesus walked.

| believe it is important not only for Christians to be able to visit the Holy Land, but
also for Navajos to visit the Dinétah area. There are remains of hogans and houses
the Navjos lived in long ago. In the Claims Casé, there was a slight interest in
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Dinétah. | remember a white man (Van Valkenburgh?) was active in collecting things
e for the Nayvajo story. . .

No one at Window Roek cares about Dinétah. /dot/bhfanyone hé‘&@een there. It's too
bad to have a place as sacred to the Navajos and as close to them as is Dinétah -- and

rot have them know about it or try to preserve it.

. When | went to D/'nétah there were roads running everywhere, going to each gas
well. It no longer is hard to get into the moswemost section of D/netah There will be a
road nearby..

» . . - N B
The sacred mountains that are found in this world were brought ‘from the
underworld. There were six sacred mountains-which existed in the lower world and

' wh/ch were recrealed when they (Navajos) came into the present {(Glittering) world.

We consider Dzilna'oodilii represents the center of the known world. We have a, -

sacred mountain to the east (Blanca Peak), oné to the south (Mount Taylor). one to the

west (San Francisco Peaks), and one to the north ({.a Plata Mountains). The sacred

mountain to the center is Huerfano Mesa. . : Ie
T s r

b
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Cirdol i/ View from below and to the west This 1s the place where Changing Woman was foundas an infant.
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Dinétah is our home. It is a place where we began and bécame strong. It is a sacred,
and holy place. It is a place that eveNy Navajo ought to know atout, its history and its
stories; whether they all go there or 10t is not asimportant as for all Navajos to know . . -
that near the present resérvation is the place where the Navajos and Holy Peob/e '
lived together -- just as Christians all know about the Holy Land as a-place where
Jesus walked and taught. Some are fortunate and get to go there but many others
know anly about the Holy Land from pictures..So it should be 'ith the Navajos. All
‘should know where it is.and what happene.ithere. Some may be fortunate in actually
visiting the place. It is a very holy place for the Navajos. ’

* Ashihie, a prominent medicine man from Round Rock, relates the following story Qf
Pinétah: ‘ ' '
ra ; . " ’

The Dinétah region is very sacred and very holy to.the Navajo people. It is where the

Holy People lived with and came and taught (helped) the Navajos. | have never been

there. | have only heard many stories told about the area. The stories were mainly told g

to me by Raggedy Lady, who was my grandmother. | grew up with her and she told me

about Dinétah. = ' ' . :

y i

" It is @ place where the Holy People told the Navajos to paint and carve into the rocks

" and canyon walls the various Holy People such as Humpedback God, Talking Godand " -
many others. It is the place where medicine inen are supposedto go and checkto see
the proper way to make the masks and other ceremonial items the Holy People taught
the Navajos to use. - L

¢ 3

-~ -

It is like a church - a very holy place. ‘ )

- Sam Jamaes, a long-time resident-and medicine man from Round Rock, provides these
details on the import of Dinétah in Navajo origin stories: ' '

Dinétah is the location where the Navajos came together. There were four clans that
C..anging Woman formeg by rubbing skin from various parts of her body. These four
clans were made by -Changing Woman at her home in the western ocean after she
had left Dinétah and went to live with her husband the Sur tn a beautiful turquoiss, .
abalone, jet and white shell home. S ' '

It must be remembered that Changing Womag was born and reared in the Dinétah
region. She was reared.on top of Huerfaro Mesa. She had her two sons (Twins) who
also were reared on top of Huerfano Mesa. It was on top of that mesa that the Giant ~
came looking for the boys whose footprints he saw around the hogan. Later, after the
boys had grown they would go and kill the Giant and other Monsters.

Getting back to the four clans that were formed by Changing Woman at her home in
the west;: they were given four canes (magic wands) and four animals as gudrdians to
’ goi.with them on the long and dangerous journey batk to Dinétah.. ~

When Changing Wom;'m left Dinétah to gc to the western ocedn to live, she left
Navajos living in the Dinétah region. In other words, when the four western clans




finally got to Dmétah thay met up with other Navajos who were still living in the
region. The two groups of people met and found'out they spoke the same language
and were the same paople. They were very happy to be united and together again. It
was a. wonderful expenenca, to have two groups of. Navajos come together in
Dinétah.

4

We know thera are also people who speak the same language (Athapaskan speakers)
who'live to the north. It is in our storigs and traditions. Anthropologists tell us there
are people who speak our language who live along the Pacific Ocean and there are
other people who speak our language who live far to the north. This is exactly what
our stories tell us, and we ba//eve our stories/!
1 l

It was while we lived in Dmétah that we became much stronger. Not on/y did we
receive the four original clans from Changing Woman, we received matriy other clans.
The Navajos made.new clans from the various people ‘wé happened to meet and
sormetimes capture. These {nqw clans) became very important to us. All of this took
p/ace in Dinétah -- the forma{zon of the new c:/ans '

.
o

Y, believe it /s /mportant for more Navajos to learn a bout Dinétah. When you ask most
Navajos about Dinétah they cantellyou very little except that itis a holy place. Unless'

we can know the location, where itis and the stories that go with it, we w:// have /ost a .-

vital part of our h/story and tradmonsf v,

)
P - -

Dinétah is not some place that exists an/y In our stories, some p/ace that no one has
seen. Dinétah is a place, a beautiful place, where the Navajos lived and where much

of the rP/at/onsh/p between the Nava/os andthe Holy People took place: It isn°t too far
away. It is a place which has canyons and rocks and bushes andplants andtrees. Itis

a place where our stories began. All Navajos need to know a bout Dinétah.

N

| used to be on the Tribal Council and | Fememb ~r the Councilman from the areatell
me stories about Dinétah. | visited the area with him several times. The Tribe

presently has to choose some land to replace the land lost to the Hopis in their land

dispute. | think it would make sense to ask for the Dinétah area. | believe they can pick.

only so many acres in New Mexico -but they sure should pick the Dinétah region. The
Dmétah area belongs to the Na\/a/o people!

Billy Sam, a medicine man from Many Farms, says of Dinétah: .

Dinétah is a very Holy place for the Navajos. Many of gur early stories took place'in "

that region. One of our most sacred mountains is Huerfano Mesa This was the
. location of First Man and First Woman's hogan after they came into the area from the;
place of emergence in the La Plata Mountains. It was from here (Huerfano Mesa) that

First Man saw the cloud set on Gobernadar Peak. After four days. F/rst Man and First |

Woman went on top and found Changmg Woman who was a small baby. They
brought her hom%and with the help of other Holy People, they raised her, Years were
" on/y days so that in less than twelve days they held Kinaaldé for Changmg Woman

Near the edge of the mesathereisa spnng where the Sun cameto Ohangmg Woman




» Deatna'voditn Thomas Whaeseler, field rasearcuher. s1ts by a pothole where Monster Slayer and Child Borr of Water
. had their baths as babies s
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View from a fortitied mesuy situated on the south side of Crow Canyor.. All the rork art located at the canyon entrance
appenrs un rock walls to the centar of this illustration, along the canyon floor.
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and gave her two boys (the Hero Twins). The boys grew up and explored about the
mesa. One day they found Spider Woman at home and they descended, where they
were given prayers with which to enable themto go safely to see their father the Sun.
When they had finished their visit to their father, they were allowed toreturn to their
home at Huerfano Mesa, where their mother (Changing Woman) still lived.

The Navajo Tribe tried in the 1960's to get those parts of the Huerfano Mesa that
didn’t have radio towers set aside and protec*ed. |don’t believe they were successful.
On top of the mesa there is a race track which one of the Holy People usedto practice
on. They say the hagan of First Man and First Woman is alsv on the mesa.

In the canyons of Dinétah there are many examples of Navajo art which the Holy
People used to show the Navajos how to make the masks and other o bjects. There is
one other place east of Round Rock where this was also done. As far as | know these
are the only two places where the Navajos have the various Holy People done in the
proper way -- the way the Navajos are supposed to remem ber. In all other cases, the
Navajos are supposed to destroy the image of the Holy People (sandpaintings) before
the sun sets. Nothing is to be placed in permanent form.

| have always stood for education. | believe we must learn to use English. But |
strongly feel the schools should begin to teach about Dinétah also. | believe the
schools should teach Navajo culture and history to Navajo students. | believe it is
necessary for the schoals to teach about Dinétah. White peoaple have their Holy Land
which they learn about. Navajos have Dinétah which we should learn about.
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Significance of Navajo Homeland for the Future

Dinétah's significance does not lie only with its past as a cultural and historical center.
This region, so important in Navajo origin stories, has a potentially crucial role to play in the
tribe's future as well. Ruth Roessel, a leading Navajo scholar and specialist in Navajo Culture
Studies, makaes the following observations on Dinétah’s present and future significance:

| think it is too bad that the Navajo people know so very little about Dinétah. Today
there is an awakening on the part of most Navajos in terms of learning about their
roots, their heritage and their culture. | believe in the face of such extraordinary
o interest in Navajo traditions that the Navajo people will be eager to learn about the
holy place where so many of our early stories took place. | also believe that the Na va/a
people will be eager and anxious to again own the land. \

(In Dinétah), there are today many thousands of gas wells that produced in 1979,

billions of cubic feet of gas. It has been estimated that the gas field that encompasses
Dinétah will be exhausted by the year 2000 A.D. or soon thereafter. It would seem

that the Navajo people could obtain the surface use of all the land that is held by the !
federal yovernment, and after the gias and oil field is exhausted, could obtain tull
ownership to all the land.

This request for the federal, urimarily BLM (Bureau o) Land Management) land will
take time. There are Anglo ranchers who have grazing permits to accompany their
* véry limited deeded land held withir Dinétah, Yet, surely the Navajo Tribal Council, "
which has the opportunity to request over 250,000 acres of federal land to
compensate the tribe for the land lost to the Hopi, would rather have the most sacred
" and significant land rather than any land. Why aren’t the tribal leaders actively
campa/gmng for the return of the Dinétah /and?

The return of our original land is a mustin my cons:deranon/ Iwould be happy to take
the Tribal Council on a several-day tour of Dinétah so they could see for themselves
the priceless importance of this land.

- I married a non-Navajo who has oftep told me about the land where Jesus walked
and did his miracles. His aunt and uncle visited the Holy Land, They saw the Sea of
Galilee where Jesus walkad on the water. They saw Gethsemane where Jesus went

“to pray. before he was crucified. They saw the place where Jesus was crucified. It
meant very much to them and to all the millions of Christians who have visited the
Holy Land. It is a place not only where one can feel close to Jesus and God, but also a
place for reded/canon and renewal.

There were wars fought for hundreds of years over thys land. The Crusades had as
their major objective the freeing of the Holy Land so Christian pilgrims could.freely
visit the place.

To me Dinétah is the Navajos’ Holy Land, just as /‘mpartaht and just as vital to-the
Navajos --their past, present, arid future.
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To most Navajos Dinétah is som. land that is far away, unreachable if not unknown.
- JYet it lies only a few milés to the east of their current reservation.

Until the reawakening of the Navajos to their culture and history that began with the
establishment of Navajo Community College, only & few Navajos knew about
Dinétah. There are Navajos living in Blanco Canyon -- actually a part of Dinétah --
who don’t realize a thing about the h{story and.significance of the area to Navajos.

Today the climate is ripe and right for all Navajos to learn once again about Dinétah.
Many Navajos know some of the early stories; cnly afew of them realice the very land
on which these Holy People walked and talked is so close and so real. The Navajos
will never obtain ownership of the four directional mountains -- notBlanco Peak, not
Mount Taylor, not San Francisco Mountain, not La Plata Mountain. However, the
Navajos could obtain their other two sacred mouhtains -- Dzitna’oaditirand Ch'éol’['].

Navajos may disagree on many items: politics, religion, social programs, taxation,
and so forth. But Navajos should be able to agree on fighting to obtain title to Dinétah,
and on its importance to all Navajos.

Datnaondit NView from the top of the mesa, looking south Photograph shows microwave towers andaroadgoing
to the tap
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CHAPTER FIVE

Entry of the Navajos In\io_the Southwest

DINéTAH, BECAUSE OF IS significance as the original Navajo homeland in the
Southwest, raises questions regarding the time of Navajo arrival in the region. In discussing
Dinétah these questions have been dddressed, directly and indirectly, throughout this book.
This chapter synthesizes the data on Dinétah and the time of its occupation by Navajos. Based
on this data, an arrival date of 1300 or earlier is posited.

Washington Matthews, using the Navajos’ own story of their origin, postulates the
inception of certain Navajo clans at approximately 1300 A.D. He states: ' »

Today (A.D. 1884) seven times old age has killed since this pair was rr‘rade by the holy -
ones from the ears of corn. The next old man w{w dies wi//_ma{(_e the eighth time.

In explaining the meaning of this Navajo story, Matthews suggests'that 1 02 years equals one
"old age.” "'This Indian estimate would give, for the existence of the nuclear gens (clans) of the

Navaho nation, a period of from five hundred to seven hundred years,” he says’Thus,

considering the year in which Matthews wrote, a period bétween 1184 to 1384 can be
projected as the time in which the original, nuclear Navajo clans were created. Although
Matthews quite properly points out that these early dates pertain to the origin of nuclear clans
and not necessarily to that of the Navajos in the Southwest, it is significant that his figures are
consistent with an arrival date of 1300 A.D. or earlier. :

Matthews' 700-year figure is supported by other mythological and archaeological data. ..
Navajo myths clearly state that the Chaco Canyon ruins were inhabited by Puebloans who had
as their neighbors, pnor and beiggarly Navajos.® Bannister lists the latest dates for occupation
of these ruins as 1123 to 1124 A.D.,* but Vivian and Matthews state that, "While the Chaco
area may not héve been entirely abandoned about A.D. 1200, the population was greatly
reduced.”’® These researchers continue:®

Sometime in the later part of the thirteenth century there was a mo{)emem into the
canyon of peop/e using classic Mesa Verde pottery of the Montezuma Phase ... . The
impresion is gained that after about A.D. 1300 the Chaco Basin, was /arge/y

abandoned.

This “impression’ is misleading, and distracts from a key question: were Navajos living
in the canyon at the time of its alleged abandonment by Puebloans? For the archaeological
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record to match Navajo mythological accounts, the Navajos must have been in the Chaco area
before 1300 A.D. Correll's five-Navajo tree-ring dates from this time period make this a very
real possibility.” The 1350vvdate for asupposed Navajosite at Chacra Mesa (CM-3b), adjacent-
to CHaco Canyon, further supports a Navajo occupation in Chaco Canyon coterminous with
mythological dates. :

These dates fit with those proposed by some scholars for the migration of Navajo-
Athapaskans into the Plains and later, the Southwest. C.M. Aikens, in his study of Fremont-
Promontary-Plains Relationships, states that:®

The proto Fremont people were of Northwestern Plains. origin, probably
Athapascans. They moved southward and westward into Utah at approximately
A.D. 500, possibly under pressure from Plains Woodlancd expansion into the Plains
from the east. '

, A
. While it is not this author's intention to accept the claim of an Athapaskan migration via the

Great Basin, Rocky Mountains, or Plains, the research of Aikens and others provides further
documentation of thé early date at which Athapaskans entered the Southwest region.

J.L. Haskell notes another study in which “the writer espoused a view which sees
Athapaskans as having filtered into the Gobernador area asearly as the ninthcentury AD.” °
Jack Forbes, whose historical research reinforces Haskell's and Alkens' accounts, contends
that Navajo-Athapaskans were in-partial occupation of New Mexico prior to the extensive
Pueblo movements of.the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. *° Forbes states, ‘There are
thus good reasons for Holding that the Athapaskans were in central New Mexico in the 1200s

. or 1300s.” " Worchester, in his Early History of the Navaho Indians, adds that, “'(T)here are a

number of factors whi&h may link the Navahos with some of the pre-Pueblo groups in the

Southwest in the twelf;t"h and thirteenth centuries.”’ ** He continues: "

How early they (N ava jos) came into their present territory has yet to be determined
exactly, but recently investigations of archaeologists have pushed the date back to
the eleventh and twelfth genturies.

Hence, there exists a substantial body of literature which complements Navajo oral
accounts in supporting a theory of Navajo-Athapaskan migration into the Southwest as early
as 1100 to 1300 A.D. Indeed, such a theory ties together many of the “loose ends” in the
written historical and archaeological record. While some of these remaining questions are due
to a lack of empirical evidence for early Navajo sites, the theory that more such sites exist and
have yet to be uncovered is actually more parsimonious than one which discounts their
existence altogether. Danson recognizes this when he states: '

There is no evidence which would show that the Apache(including Navajos) were not
in this country by the 1]00s or 1200s. There is, on the other hand, no positive
evidence to support their presence. Nevertheless, such a movement is not only
possible, it is one of the few which can answer all the problems raised by the
abandonment of the region, and by the appearance of fortified sites, first in the
mountains and later in the plateau country to the north.
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There is, moreover, substantial support in culture theory for the relative antiquity of
Navajo occupation in the Southwest. Much of the cuitural knowledge we have of early Navajo
life in the region is in the form of rock art and other religious-symbolic representations in the
canyons of Dinétah. It is in these canyons, with their pueblitos and other masonry rock-made
houses, . that many archaeologists believe the Navajos learned, within one to three
generations, the arts of weaving and pottery«inaking, and the Puebloan religious practices
which include masked figures, sandpaintings and elaborate ritual. Many of these same
anthropologists tell us, however, that cultural change occurs most slowly in religious practices
and beliefs about the supernatural. Is it possible, as these theorists suggest, that the Navajos’
learned and adopted a Pueblo-type religious system in a period of approximately 50 years? This

-is the time period in which the first Pueblo refugees began to live permanently among the
‘Navajos (c. 1694) until the time the Navajos left the area (c. 1760 A.D.).

v

The dubious nature of this claim becomes apparent when one examines common
religious practices among the Navajos historically. One of the elements which characterizes
the Navajos is their steadfast religious system. The Blessing Way ceremony is the backbone of
Navajo religion; all other ceremonies stem from or relate to this ceremony. This important
ceremony has changed very little from its inception some 200 years ago. Similarly, the Navajo

‘Night Chant and Mountain Top Chant have ciranged little over the past 100 years. In sum, the

heart and core of Navajo religion have undergone few changes since the first Navajo scholars
(e.g., Washington Matthews, Father Berard Haile) reported their observations of these rituals
in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, ‘

i

Multi storied iortlﬁ\éd\pueblito in the Dinetah area. . . !
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Other aspects of Navajo cuiture (agriculture, sheep herding, wage work) are geared to
adopt and adapt foreign elements into accepted Navajo lifestyles. New ?ehglous organizations
such as the Native American Church have also been incorporated into the traditional religious
system. The'se have not, however, rep/aced the traditional system based on the Blessing Way,

”related stories and native history. Most members of the Native American Church still
" participate in traditional religious practices. The anthropologist Edward Hall notes this basic

cultural consistency, and states that aithough the Navajos are “flexible in their acceptance. . .of
new culture items,” they have maintained their culturalintegrity and “could have ocvupled the

Southwest for the past 900 years.” '°

Given the steadfast nature of Navajo religious practices and the tymcally slow nature of
culture change (particularly changes in relngnous behavior), it is unlikely that the Navajos
learned and incorporated -a Pueblo:type religious system in the short span of 50 years. The
development of the Navajo religious system is clearly’a more complex process -- one which
minimally demands a longer’ period of time in which Navajos and Pueblos were in contact.

Both Spanish accounts and much of the archaeological record corroborate the case for a
longer contact period. The Spanish chronicler Luxan reports seeing Indian peoples who were

like Navajos, in contact with Puebloans as early as 1 583. On alater expedition near Acomita,

Luxan reports seeing Acomas in contact with a ‘‘neighboring mountain people’’ whom he
terms ‘Querechos.” '* As was pointed out in (.hapter Three, the Querechos were very ‘ikely
the ancestors of modern Navajos.

It seems clear, then, that the Navajos were in the Southwest for a period sufficient to
develop the complex religious system which may have borrowed certain elements from
Puebloan cultures. Further, some scholars posit that the Navajos did not borrow as much of
their religious system from the Pueblos as has been commonly assumed, and that the

" development of Navajoritual occurred mdtgenously over- several cemunes W. W Hill. outlmesm.

this view: "’ , . ®

It has been the popular conception that the whole of Navaho culture forms an
attenuated adjunct to that of the Pueblos. | believe that this assumption is false, so far
as material existence and its ritual accompanlments are concerned and is based on
.superhcra/ srm:/ant:es

Using thns theory, a much earlier date for Navajo entry intothe Southwest |squnefeasnble Hill
implies such an early arrival date when he wrices:

It appearsthatthe material and economic culture of the Navaho is fundamentally that
of the Great Basin, but shows a definite influence from Plains culture in some past
time. Upon this fundamental Great Basin culture generalized Pueblo traits form a
superficial layer. -

Other scientific evidence strengthens the theory of arelatively early Navajo arrival date

in the Southwest. In Volume | of Through White Man's Eyes, Correll lists 78 tree-ring dates of

1700 and earlier from Navajo archaeologica! structures. Of these 78, over 50 per cent date’
from the fourteenth through the sixteenth centuries. The work of C. Schaafsma in the Piedra
Lumbre section of the Chama River Valley is also illustrative. The sites located by Schaafsma,
which he labels Navajo hogan occupations, are dated from 164010 1710. ** The dates place the!
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sites among the earliest Navajo habitations. Schaafma’s dates are supported by the
documentary- of Father Geronimo de Zarate, who wrote in 1626. |
o,
g Curious to learnmore about a nation that lived farther away than these Apaches, (we)
inquired at.the Jemez Pueblo about the possibility of securing a guide to visit them.
His hosts replied: 'One had only to go out by way of the River Zama, and that in the
ngtion of the Apache Indian of Navajo there is a very §réat river...andthat the river
suffices for a guide.” . N .

v

Yet Schaafsma found it difficult to convince his fellow archaeclogists of these early
Navajo dates. Their resistance is in some measure due to*the pronouncements of
. glottochronologists such as'H. Hoijer who claim that, “The movements of the Apachean
languages southward appears to have begun. . .about 1,000 years ago and. . .was not entirely
complete until about 600 years ago.”’ ' The history of glottochronology, however, is uneven,

and the statements of its proponents should be viewed in this light. A new science ushered in '

by Hoijer in the 1950s, glottochronologyis seldom utilized today as a single, definitive means of
datingcultural sequences. The linguist Dell Hymes, atone time a student of Hoijer, writes in his
analysis that a 300-year error exists in Hoijer's calculation, and that the dates for Navajo-
Athapaskan languages should be moved back some 300 years. #? Using Hymes' estimate,
glottochronological dates would be within the range of those suggested here for Navajo entry
Into the Southwest. S

After the 1960s, the. archaeological work of Hester and others wads perhaps more
influential in establishing atate Navajo arrival date in the region. Hester states that, "There are
grounds for belief that initial settlement of the 'Dinétah’ region occurred during the 1500s, but
not enough early Navajo sites have been dated to verify this.” ® In effect, Hester implies that
‘Navajos enteréd the Southwest during the sixteenth century; but because there are
mqufhment data to confirm this hypothesis, he cites the first definitive phase of Navajo
archaeology as the Gobernador, dating from the early elghteenth century.

Hester's argument suffers from numerous substantive and theoretical errors, not the

least of which is negligence. He uses none of the Navajo Land Claims data, which reflect

considerably earlier dates. Hester lists only four relatively early dates - 1350w, 1491, 1521,
and 1598 -“representing a period of 300 years. The 40 dates covering the same period of time
obtained in the Navajo Land Claims research are not considered. Hester's failure to recognize
these data may be understandable In Ilght of the fact that when he wrote (1962) some of the
Land Claims matenial remained unpublished  Nevertheless, no one has ever satisfactorily
eliminated these 40 dates. They remain unchallenged.

In addition, Hester's field work was limited to a very small geographical area -- the
Navajo Reservoir District. His research team excavated a total of 10 sites, five of which were
rock shelters. # Thus, the data upon which Hester concludes a late seventeenth to eighteenth
century Navajo arrival date are based on research at 10 sites within a 23 square-mile areal
Other researchers of the Navajo Reservoir District have leaped to similar premature
conclusions, takmg} evidence out of a narrow cultural-geographical context to formu,late
sbroadgr, but, the author believes, erroneous claims.

. Moreover, Hester fails to address negative evidence about which he must have been
aware. His 1962 publication (Early Navajo Migrations and Acculturations), lists Big Bead Mesa
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and Chacra Mesa as dating from the mid-eighteenth century; no account s offered for the eight
Chacra Mesa sites dating from the fourteenth tothe sixteenth ¢ 2nturies. Hester ignores Keur's
documentation of two seventeenth century dates at Big Bead Mesa. ** While he postulates “a
hypothetical period prior to 1500, he does not give this “phase status due to the lack of
archaeological information. The Navajos at this time,” Hester assarts, “were in southeastern
Colorado and northeastern New Mexico,"" ¥ :

Hester does not discuss the issue of Navajo arrival further, nor'does he provide further
documentation fot his claims. While these claims are clearly limited in time and geographical -
range, this fact has not been appreciated by subsequent generations of archaeologists. As a
consequence, Hester's work has had a stifling effect on Navajo archaeology. Uncritical .
scholars -have extracted a late date of Navajo arrival from Hester’'s faint suggestions that
Navajos were not in the Southwest prior to 1500 A.D. -

Hester's contacts with and knowledge demonstrated of Navajo cultm‘e are also Inmlted
and questionable. He states, for é&ample, that the Navajos have'no names for Ute Mountain,
Mancos Canyon, Montezuma Valley, and Shiprock. * Each of these sites has.a well-known
Nava;o name. Respectively they are Dzilnaajini, Té Nits'osibikoh, Diwizhiibikoh (also called --
colloqmally--Mosl) and Tsé Bit'a’l. Hester thenterms a Navajo ceremony a '‘Witch Chant.” He
may be referrmg to the Navajo Evil Way ceremony, but no "Witch Way'’ exists in Navajo
ceremonialism. These errors represent false information and statements, leading one to
question the credibility of Hester's broader claims.

Finally, Hester attempts to extend his archaeological |nterpretat|ons to mclude a theory
of cultural change. The themes of thé Navajo and Anglo-American cultures, he says, .are
incompatible: “Christianity, m onogam'y, a strong political system, a cash economy and their
remforcmg complexes are in direct opposition to Navajo traditional belief.””#® Despite this
seemlng intransigent opposition, Hester claims in the same publication that the Navajos e
virtually revarsed their cultural system, incorporating Puebloan beliefs and behaviors within
the course of a few generations. To his discredit, Hester seems oblivious to this inconsistency.

Hester and others have chosen to ignore Navajo sites dated to the fifteenth century and
earlier. It is this writer’s contention that these sites must not be ignored «r neglected by future
research and inquiry. Correll’s«dated trée-ring samples (c. 1350-1700) from Navajo sites south
of the current reservation near Quemado, New Mexico and those from Chacra Mesa suggest
that these dwellings were made by Navajos who arrived from the north. It is the task of future
scientists to address the questions raised.by these dates. ' '

The tree-ring dates are qualified, of course, by the information which follows them (W,

H, inc., B., etc.). Individual, sometimes idiosyncratic dates without “'clusters’ are a recognized
problem in dendrochronology, one that is properly mentioned by scientists when dates are
misused. These problems are recognized here, but it is also recognized that tree-ring dates
serve an important function as indicators of the time a piece of wood was cut.
Dendrochronological evidence such as that amassed by Correll, when used collectively with
historical documentation (written and oral), reveals possibilities of much greater potential
significance than those garnered from the narrow theoretical and methodological confines of a
handful of sites limited in time and space..For the case at hand, such a collectivity of data
sources forms a strong case for a Navajo entry date into the Southwest of 1300 or earlier!
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Roof of a room in a tortifred pueblito
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Perhaps one of the reasons for the failure of the scientificcommunity to accept this early

- date is the nature of Navajo habitation sites. These are primarily composed of the wood-and-

earth forked stick hogans -- a composition not likely to be wall preserved over many vears.
Those that have been preserved however, afford mtrlgumg and important evidence of early
Navajo habitations. Brugge notes that: % o '

" The remains of several waoden structures have been recorded in the coumry around
Quemado, New Mexico. These have producel tree-ring dateg ranging from 1387 and
1935.

‘While Brugge is uncertain whether these remains are Nevaio, he describes them as of certain
‘Athapaskan origin. According to this account, the Quemado area was used primarily as a
* hunting camp, utilized by Navajo-Athapaskans who probably entered from the rorth. @

A ' L Surnmary
\{ .,
The evitlence from oral and written reccrds is compelling, and suggests that Navajos
may have entered the Southwest as éarly as the twelfth century A.D. Abundant tree- rmq
specimens from ‘the area date to the seventeenth century, and a few date to c. 1350 AD.
Spanish historical accounts reinforce the theory of a Navajo occupation in Dinétah by 1630 and
probably earlier. These sources of informatidn complement and support the stories told by
Navajos of their origins in Dinétah.

The case for a late Navajo arrival dateirito the Southwest rests primarily on asingle data
source, that of archaeology. Often neglecting the oral and written historical record as well as
the work of their fellow scientists, many archaeologists address the Navajos' occupation at
Dinétah within the narrow time from 1700 to 1775 A.D. The support for this time range rests
on negative evidence from only a few excavated sites. Because few Navajo sites have been
positively identified from earlier time periods, itis argu'éd that Navajos did not occupy the area
until a later date.

Not all researchers have been convmced by the ‘‘negative evidence'' hypothesis. The
anthropologist J.0. Brew amplifies the.concern of Hill, Brugge, Danson, C. Schaafsma, Correll,
Forbes, Matthews and. others, including this author, who believe the Navajos to have entered
the Southwest centuries before 1770-1775: ¥

Why there is r/n.s reluctance to permit the Navahos and Apaches to be native sons |
cannot presume to say, but the arguments put forward are singularly unimpressive.
in most discussions and even in print one finds constant reiteration of the point that
there is.no evidence of great antiquity. This, as used in the standard argument, is
tantamount to saying that the absence of evidence is support for one side of the
argument against the other. We have had altogether too much of.rhis sort of thing.
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Dinétah Rock Art and Material Culture
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CHAPTER SIX

Dinétah and Its Rock Art

/

?

IT IS NOT POSSIBLE, in a single publication, to include photographs of every known
petroglyph and pictograph in Dinétah. Thie aim of this book is to present and discuss some of the
area's ragck art from a Navajo perspective. To accomplish this it was necessary to visit the area

repeatedly and photograph in as many separate canyons as possible. Exploring and camping in
*many of the canyons and mesas, | looked for signs of earlier Navajo habitation, whether rock

art, pueblito, fortified crags or forked stick hogans. No pretense is made of * ‘expertise’ in
Dinétah art or material culture. Itis hoped, however, that the material presented in this chapter
will kindle interest and respect for the region -- and not merely exite the interests of those who
wish to vandalize and further destroy this fragile, natural collection of art and history.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hadlock know the Dinétah region better perhaps than anyone else,
and have devoted years of study to its rock art. They have traversed the length and breadth of
Dinétah, photographing, cataloging and writing about the Navajo remains there. In addition,
v}: Hadlocks have championed the preservation of the area while still freely helping others

o wish to learn more about its culture history. For further information on this aspect of the
region, the reader is referred to the Hadlocks’ published and unpublished works {see Chapter
Two and reference section, pp. 167-180).

\l This chapter, then, includes select photographs of Dinétah Navajo rock art, with a
description of each petroglyph or pictograph. The photographs are presented accordmg totheir
logation in the Dinétah area.

l
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Central figure represents a basket surrounded by 10 clouds. Seven feathers are inside. To
tha right of the basket rapresentation is another shield with a bow and arrow, depicting
‘. Monster. Slayer's symbol.
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Closer view of the basket-cloud design.
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Horned Toad and Coyote meet each other and discuss corn and who planted it. Navajo stories quote Coyote as

saying, "You plant the corn and the first corn that ripers is mine.’
[
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Close-up view of masked figure, also shown in the context of a large panel; in photo at right.
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Masked figure (Humped Back or Gambler God) holding a wand and hoop. This figure represents gambling. Talking
God 15 also involved, standing to the left. The ppnel may depict how to catch Eagle, shown in the lower center.
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A tird sits atop clouds  To the left, 40 small marks in a circle represent the traditional Navajo stick game, played by
Eagle
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This panel depicts a large snake with ratties on its tail.
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DELGADITO CANYON

Two hgures appear 1n a side canyon of Delgadito Canyon. Oneis red and white (the white has all but washed away),
the other 1s incised . .
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Panel showing a row of red and white figures with a multi-colorud cloud or rainbow above, right.
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Thig representation of a huntar with bow and arrow shooting a dear (?) also shows damage from a bullet. Snake is |
Hocated 10 the lower night portion of the panel |
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Thus panel in Grow Canyon shows many interesting figures  On the left1s a figure with a horn headdress,; slightly
below and to the right 1s a Humpbeck igure; to the right 1s a figure with a star headdress; a large figure to the right
has a hornad mask; Spanish niders on horses with swords are above, an hourglass figure is to the left and right,
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A panel located further in Crow Canyon shows a buffalo being run into a net and deer with an arrow/spaar shot
through the heart. A man with bow and arrow appears in the lower part of the photograph.

13))

128




o 129 136
6 BEST L2 AVAMLABLE




Close -up of a deer shot through the middle with an arrow or spear.
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This panel from the uppermost portinn of Crow Canyon shows Ghgg ask’idii with a wand (left) and two large “"tablito”
hgures to the nght ‘
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Example of early Navajo rock art showing a corn figure, seed, bear and bird tracks.
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Ghig ask’rdi higure
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A gourd rattle surrounded by a éxt’"m design, found in a small cave in Palluchi Canyon.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
Palluchi Canyon Cache

\V

ONE OF THE MOST interesting and significant finds of wooden artifacts, dating from the
eighteenth century (?), was uncovered by an employee of E| Paso Natural Gas in 1967 This
cache of ceremonial artifacts was found in Paliuchi Canyon in the Dinétahregion. The question
of whether the cache was made by Pueblo refugees or Navajos may never be answered with
certainty. Regardless of .its origins, the collection (now located at the ‘Laboratory of
Anthropology in Santa Fa, New Mexico), represents the most complete ceremonial cache
discovered in the area to date. .

—A-total--of--96-pieces-is-contained_in _the _Palluchi. Ca nyen,wooden collectron. The
photographs in this chapter illustrate some of the variety and depth | of the cache. Of the many

-@xtant Navajo archaeologlcal remains, none demonstrates as compléte arange and duversrty of

perishable articles as does this collection.

My daughter White Shell (Mary) and | visited Palluchi Canyon in May, 1981 to
photograph. the cave in which the ceremonial wooden collectron was uncovered. The small
cave, perhaps two feet in diameter and enghf feet deep, is located gbout 30 feet up from the
lower bench in the south end of the second small canyon, on the left side of Palluch: Canyon.

~ An adult would just fit in the cave if he or she went in feet or head first. The remains of a small

masonry wall are located in the lower left portion of the cave. It appears thatthe cave was very:
dry and thus provided excellent preservation for the ceremonial objects that were found there.
It is interesting to speculate about the,cache. Whose was it? Why was it hidden?
Examination of the items shows certain definite similarities to Navajo cultural ‘items that are
used today, such as the basketry hat, the gourd rattles and wooden twig circles. Otheritems in
the cache do not appear in Navajo ceremonies today (e.g., hand tablitos and the wand/rattle).
Hence, certain artifacts represented in the cache have been culturally retained, while
others have beenlost. Why? There is little doubt that much of the cache consists of items that

. are more Pueblo than Navajo in style and usage -- in particular, the hand tablitos and slat

headdress. No one, will ever be able to answer gll the questions the cache raises, butitis hoped
that as Navajos study the photographs of its contents, our knowledge will be greatly increased.
Sadly, the cache generates other concerns. This unique discovery in Palluchi Canyon

. cau=es one to wonder if other cave sites have been located within:Dinétah, and their cultural

contents removed by collectors or mercenaries. It seems likely, given this find, that numerous
other sites exist about which we know nothing but which revealed to the scavenger articles of
priceless value. : _ i
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This head or altar piece is made of curved wooden slaté, joined to form a flat arched "rainbow." 1t-is fastened by
threer sticks (one 1s missing) doubled over and tied down between each slot. Two slender arched sticks -- peeled and
unpainted - are tied to these cross-pieces above the rainbow The rainbow is painted in vertical bands of red,
turquoise. vellow, white, turquoise and red, separated by narrow black lines  On its back face. slots are alternately
rod and blue  The prece s 24 1 2.nches long by 10 inches tigh, its holder 1s a peeled stick 28-1 2 inches long and
split at edach end for insertion of the rainbow A trace of red paint on one notch matches the slots of a bow
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“ b This roughly carved wooden dance paddie is 19-1/2
! R inchas long. It s parallel-sided and sharply painted at .
. one end; the ooposite end tapers to form a long,
LS wedge-shaped handle with a bluntly curved base.
S < There is a deep groove, 3/4 inch wide by 4-3/4
I inches long, on each face. The paddie is painted ‘
x white. Two zig-zag lines run along its length on both ’
. faces, splitting near the handle to outline the groove.
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’ Reverse side of the same dance paddie.
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This photograph shows a pair of carved wooden holders (?), used in chants to hold
caramorngl objacts  The interiors are roughly hollowed (both ends are open), and
exteriors are shaped and painted. The middie portion of each holder s shouldered, 1.8-
inch 1n diameter  The holders are constricted above and below, then flared outward,
cutting off beyond tha cantral bulges on either end to form straight ims. They are painted
white and have a black band around globular canters with a fringe on one edge, a pendant
of tniangles on the lower adges, & black band around the top nim, pendant triangles below,
a black band around the base rim and fringe above The holdars are 4 4 inches high
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s hand tabhito (above Teft) shows a cloud and rain design, with a rainbow guardian above 1t1s9.3/8 inches wide
by 8 3 4 nches long. and has a rectangular hand-hold cut out abnve the base Oneface has a black “fringed’ band
frarming the top and sides, beneath which 15 a red and blue rainbow The central portion contains large terraced
figures (black lines on white background) with a fringe of rain (?) below Solid black “blossoms’™ project out and
downward from the edges forming o terrace The tabhito s drdled atintervals aound the sides, two of these holes
contan fragmients of cotton cordage The opposie tace of the tablito {right) has o stmitar border and rambow with
twr twe of small black and wihile terraced elements (rinn clouds?) across the central portion
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These oval shaped hand tabhitos are 8-12 by 9 inches, and flattened along the base Each tabhto consists of two
presgs laced togother with vegetal tiber threads A rectangular hand-hold 1s cut out above the base. The same
design appears on both faces, and consists of red and blue bands outhned inblack againsta winte background Two
black bands cross the center whare the two preces of the tabhto are joined The tabhitoas drilled at intervals around

the edyes
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This basket hat 18 used 1n the Navajo Fire Dance and Yeibichai ceremony. The hat has 21 carved and nainted. flat
waooden plumes. some of which are double- or tniple-notched. Some plumes are painted red on both face ;. One face
has a black tip with two black stripes below, the other side has only ablack tip. Still other plumes show black tips on
both faces, with an unpainted band below and ared body The plumes range in size from about three to seven inches
in legngth
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This coiled basket hatis 11-3/4 inches in diameter at
its nim - The bottom 1s removed, forming a flaring
crown-hke headdress. The interior of the hat 18
painted red (over the original geometric basketry
design). The exlerior is coverad with a dull black
substance with micaceous inclusions, upon which 1s
laid @ mosaic design with a band around the top and
hottom rims and a z1g-zag pattern between. Fastened
inside and projecting above the rim are carved
wooden plumes, painted at the top and notched at the
base for tying. The plumes are painted red on cne
face with a black tip and narrow black band beneath.
The opposite sides are variously red, white, or
unpainted, with a black tip and bands. Only four
plumes ramain on this hat, tied to the rim of the
basket. Fragments of buckskin tigs can be dmcerned
where other plumes are missing.

View of the same basket hat, showing exterior.
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A third coilled basketry headdress has a
cdiameter of 13 inches at the nm. The
intarior {shown here) s panted red
Fragments of buckskin ties remain hetweean
the coils for attachment of plumes.

-

The exterior of the same basket hat s black
with a geometric design apphed in red gum
or resin - A black band separates the upper
and  lower rims, double vertical bands
Appedar at intervals between the rims
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Yet another colled basketry headdress has a rim diameter of 11-1/2 inches. Again, the bottom has been removed,
forming a Haring “crown = The exterior is black with a red gum or resin design. Aband circles the top and bottom
rim. with a 21g-zag hne butween bands Fragments of buckskin and veyetal fiber ties appear hetween the basket
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Fragmaents tied with fiber may have been part of a mask, headdress, or ¢
other ritual paraphernalia.

A similar lattice type wooden framework tied with fiber may have been used for the same ceremonial purposes as
the one shown above
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. Thas par of hand tablitos 18 made of single
' rectangular pieces with rectangular hand-
. holds cut out above the bése  Botli'liave a
i geometric design of stepped motifs on gach’
- face panted in red, black and white The
tabhitos are approximately 7by 5-1."2 inches
and Tby 51 4 inches, respectively
Oppostte face of the same pair of tablitos
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On this peor of hand tablitos, one shows a stepped patternan which the central designas higher than the middle
widges A rectangular hand hold has been cat out above the hase One side has two black hnes araund the bordet
desected by smalter black hines

The intenor portion of the design consists of three rammbows (2) sarrounding
contrally placed black cloud 123 The tabhtotothe lefts 7 1 4by3 1 AbyH 3 dinches Theothernis 7hydby b 1 4
IR TR
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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These two hand tablitos are somilar but not |

identical in style They are both rectangular
with hand-holds cutabove the base A small
hole has been drilled in the corners of each
One tablito (left) shows a pattern of red,
yvellow and blue bands set off with black
stripes  This tablito s approximately 7.1 2
by4 1 4inches Theother hasrainbow and
cloud frgures of red, blue, yellow and black,
outhned with black stripes  This tablito 1s
approxmmiatety 8 1 2 by 4 3 4 inches

The opposite faces of the same tablito pair
show segmented patterns of red, yellow and
blue bands set off with black stripes
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This hand tablito has rainbhow guardians on
oither side of a cornstalk Holes are driledin
eachof thefour corners Thetablitoisd 1 2
nches in hameter and 1s exactly the same
as those used o modern Navajo
sandpaintings

The design on the reverse side of the tablhito
shown above can no longer be discerned

n::} )

161

<

fﬁéﬁﬂ .

T

' |

VA LARIE




s aed Lablitos Bove blgck and while desigogs whaehoselude intermre cambow hgures Bach tablite
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The two giecos of thas hand tabhito are tacoed |
tgether with vegetal hber thicads A
ten Langotar hiand-hold s cut out near the s
basu Oneface (bottom), s dacorated with o
black blossoming corn plant () flanked by .
red and blue rectangular glements on o "
white background The other face s
decorated arovnd tha sides with a wide rad .
band and narrow black stripes, two rain ‘
t t
cdoud motifs are positioned in tha contar I
against a whato background  Four small :
holes are doilaed through the upper corners
Al four corners continn fragments of cotton ‘
cordage
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Another pane of hand tablitos has a terraced
design The tablitos consist of two wood
preces hiod together with vegetal threads
One side (top) his o rambow symbaol on top
with o targer cutved raimnhow below thal
rung the length of the tablito A black
terraced ramn cloud appears i the lower
ceoter  The reverse side depiets clouds with
rann descending over a stalk of corn A
ranbow appears on each side The simaller
tablito 15 7 by 8 1 4 inches wide at s
bhroadest pomnt the other w71 4 by 8
mches wede at da broadest pord
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Another view of the gourd rattle shown on p 134 Tha woodan fragments surtounding the rattle are tied with
vogetal fitmry
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Thedargast magk beak s 3 4 inchaos long, the
other 1y 2 2 mches long  The beaks have
plaw inteaors, and are paintod turquoise
over most of the axterior sutfaces  Tiny
holes are dedled around the stringht rims
where the veaks waro once attached to a
sk

Ftas unpainted  “open’ beoak (nght), was
carved from a gourd A line of tiny holes 18
driled around the rough edge whare the
heak ottached to a mask
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This crudely fashioned wooden bow 1s 41-
3-8 inches long. The bark has been
removed from the knotty, curved surface.

Each and of the bow remaing sharpenedto a
pomnt The bow 1s black on the outside, and
the inside 1s pamtad 1n alternate bands of
black and red ' Y
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Flavan sticks are bent into rings, one with an attached crosspiece. The latter is 5-1/4 inchas in diameter.
The ands of the stick are bound to opposite sides of the ring with sinew. Fragments of buckskinare knotted
around this unusual wooden ring. which also shows traces of black and green paint
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Collections Vol 100, Washington, D C. (1940). p 513
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B/but, p 85

29 Edward Twitchell Hall, Jr, Early Stockaded Settlementsyn the Gobamador New Mexico. Columbia Unwersnv Press, New York,
NY (19446)

Wibid . p. 6
Witid., p 81 '
2bid., p. 7 '

MEdward T Hall, Jr, ""Recent Clues to Athapascan Pre-History in the Southwaest. " American Anthropologist Vol. 46 (1944b), pp.
98-106. '

ud , p 98.
bd . p 100
/i, p. 105 .
37Richard Van Valkenburgh, "8ig Bead Mesa - Where Campfires Burnad In the Anciant Days.” Desert Magazine (1945), pp.4-8.
WBibid . p 8

WMaicolm F Farmer, “Upper Largo Navaho -+ 1770-1775." The Kiva, Vol. 122 (1947), pp. 156-23.

AO/bud . p 18

41The primaryperind addressed in this portion of Farmer's article 1s 1700 to 1775 A.D.

42Caroll L Riley, "A Survay of Navajo Archaeciogy.”” University of Colorado Studies in Anthropology (1954)

kg, p 58

44/bid.

48Lge H Marmon and George C. Paarl, A Fortified Site Near Ojo Del Padre: Big Bead Mesa Revisited.”” £/Palacio(August, 1968).
4¢ B1g Bead Meas 13 also referred to as Mesa Chwato

A70p cont., p 142

LL Gwmn Vivian, The Navajo Archaeology of the Chacra Mesa, New Mexico. M.A. Thesis on hla at the University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque, (1960).

49Those traits marked by an asterisk (*) are Navajo developments distinct from Pueblo traits and influence. Those items not 0
marked represent basic Pueblo traits acquired by the Navajos through trade, or brought by Puebloans into the Navajo area.

500p. ¢it., p. 210.

51Poliy Schaafsma, "'Rock Art of the Navajo Reservoir.” £/ Palacio Vol. 69 (1962).

52 ) , Rock Art of the Navajo Reservoir District. Museum of Naw Mexico. Santa Fe (1963).

S3ihd . p 54 '

54 James J. Hester, Early Navajo Migrations and Acculturations in the Southwest. Museun uf New Mexico, Santa Fe (1962).
850l . p 91

36 Jameas J Hester and Joel L. Shiner, Studies at Navajo Per.od Sites In the Navajo Reservoir District. Museum of New Mexi 50,
Santa Fe (1963) \ w

5libid . p B

S8 Bryant Bannister, Tree-Ring Dating of the Archa®elogical Sites n the Chaco Canyon Region. New Mexico. Southwestarn
Monuments Association (1966)

SOfbied . pp 163163
80/bid . pp 154166
Stthid . p 167
821hid

bt 1 2O

bl

1

M Ray L Carlson. Eighteonth Century Navajo Fortresses of the Gobernador District Umversity of Colorado Press. Boulder (1965)
hid  p 2 ) "
f8ibuf . p 106

&
6 Frank W Eddy. Pretustory in the Navayo Reservorr [istrict. Northweostan New Mexico. Mols L and I Mussum of New Mexico.
Santa Fe (19066)

Wihul . p SO/
ROM A Stokan and T L Smiley, “Trae Ring Dates from tha Navajo Lond Clarm | Tha Northern Secior * Tree-Hing Bullntin (19606a)
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10 Tras Ring Dates from the Navajo Land Claim The Eactern Sector " The Tree-Ring Bulletin (1969)
7 * . Tree-Ring Dates from the Navajo Land Claim Ili. The Southern Sector ** The Tree-Ring BulletinVol 27 (1966b)

?David Stahle. "Navajo Archaeology In Light Of LA-2298." Unpublished manuscript on file atthe Universily of Arizona, Tucson
(1973) '

1 John P Wilson and A H ‘Wsrran. "LA-2298' The Earhiest Puablito?” Awanyu (1974).
1Abicd , p 24
5 /bid

78 Wilham J Robinson, Bruce G. Harrill and Richard L. Warren, Tree-Ring Dates From New Mexico, 8-Chaco-Gobernador Area
Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research, Univarsity of Arizona, Tucson (1974).

ibid.p 9

8Curtis Schaatsma, Archaeological Survey and Excavations at Abiquiu Reservoir. Rio Arriba County. New Mexico. School of
American Research, Santa Fe, NM (1975).

.. .. . Navajo Excavations ar"Ab/quiu Re. ‘rvour, Rio Ariba County, New Mexico. School of American Research, Santa Fe,
NM (1976)

Archaeological Survey of Maximum Pool and Navajo Excavations at Abiquiu Reservoir. National Park Service
(1976) : '

. The Cerrito Site (AR-4). A Piedra Lumbre Phase Settlement at Abiquiu Reservoir. School of'American Research,
Santa Fo. NM (1978)

.."Archaeological Studies 1n the Abiquiu Raservoir District.” Discovery (1978).

9 . Navajo Excavations at Abiguiu Reservoir, Rio Arriba County, New Mexico. School of American Hesearch, Santa Fe,
NM (1976), p 206 '

80, ___. TheCerrito Site (AR-4): A Piedra Lumbre Phase Settlement at Abiquiu Reservoir. School of American Raesearch,
Santa Fa, NM (1978), p. 249. .

81E Charles Adams. "Locations of Some Navajo Refugee Period Sites in Southwest Colorado.” Awanyu (1876).
82/bid , p 26 '

83Charlas A Reher. Sett/iement and Subsistence Along the Lower Chaco River. The CGP Survey. Univarsity of New Maxico.
Albuquerque (1977) :

84/bid . p 33

85Harry Hadlock. ~"A Brief Summary of the Archaeolégy of CrowandLargoCanyons.” Coi/ecredPapers In Honor Of Bertha Pauline
Dutton Archaeological Society of New Mexico (1979). N )

88 /b, p 130 '

8/ Amonyg tha éxcellent and complete books prépmed by the Hadlocks are the following Rock Art Survey: Largo Canyon. Vols. | and
I Rock Art and Pretustoric Sites in Encierro Canyon. Rock Art Survey. Crow Canyon, Rock Art Survey: Cebola Canyon, Rock Art
Survey Carrizo Canyon; Rock Art Survey. Blanco Canyon. Rock Art Survey. Jesus and Delgadito Canyons. |

8BAt |past three claims attorneys have represented the Navajo Tribe in this effort.

89 Lae Correll. Raport on the Tree-Ring Data Pertaining to the Navajo Tribe. Unpublished manuscript on file with the Navajo

Tribe. Window Rock, AZ (1968) C/ Dawvid F Brugge. Late Occupation in the Vicinity of Quemado, New Mexico. Unpublished
manuscript on file at the Navajo Land Claims Officp, Window Rock, AZ (1968). pp. 28-33

92 Lee Correll Through White Man's Eyes A Contribution to Navajo History Vol 1 Navajo Heritage Center, Window Rock, AZ
11976)

Ntud

94 N gvajo Land Clairns Case, Burmng and Stone Axe Felling Analysis Unpublished and undatad manuscnipt on file at the Navajo
Land Clarms Office, Window Rock. AZ

% Navajo Land Clinms Case, Ash Dump and Hogan Diainecer Analysis and Hogan Diameters  Unpubhshed and undated
meanuscopt on file at the Navigo Land Claims Office. Window Rock. AZ

48Navajo L~ Claims Case, Game Corrals Anslysis Unpubhshed and undated manuscript on file at the Navajo Land Claims
Othcs Window Rock, AZ

I Navajo | and Claims Casa. Site Inventory Unpublished and undated manuscript on hile at the Navajo Land Claims Office.
Window Rock AZ

M () Hrew. Transition to History in the Puoblo Southwest = American Anthropologist Vol 56 (1954), p 601
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CHAPTER THREE o

‘Thns report has baen adited from an unpublisheddocument prapared by Dr George Hamrond in 1955 for the WHavajo Land Claims

case In quotations from early ascounts (0.g , those of Spanish chronicles), the spellmgs for Navajo and other tnibal names remain
as they are recorded 1n the eriginal text

2hrom W W HIll “Some Navaho Culture Charges During Two Conturies (With a Translaton of the Early Eighteenth Cf,?lmury Rabal
Manuscnipts)  Semithsoman Muscellaneaus Collections. Washington, D C (1940), pp 335 415 (Footnotes to the Raal Document
appear 10 Mt but have bear edited und renumbered here to follow the style and sequence of notes in this chaptor )

ISanta Rusa de Lima s located two miles below Abiquiv, New Maxico, on the right bark of the Chama River (ba/ Hihben, 1937 )

4 This appears to be the varhiost (17061743 group of references to weaving among the Navajos Charles Amsden (1943, p \30)
sty 1780 as the edrhest hwstoric refarence avalable at the time he wrotae Howaver, he was aware of the existence of the present
manuscript. and corractly indars that it contamns an earlior dating

5The word “peaxa’ or “neara’ (transiatad “basket” in this pubhication) has had sevaral varying connotations at different periods
dunng the Spanish occupation of the Wew World (& ¢, “"basket.” "gourd,” or "pottery”) Dr L B Kiddie of Princeton Umvarsity,
wha has condictad eonsidgrable research on Spanish provinciaisms in New Mexico, caretulty checked tha Inumtum tor the
mening of this ward during the period undnr discussion, and determined that the correct tranglation 1s “basket * This s further
substantiated by the tact that the Puebloans have always been superior potters and agriculturalists and would not find it necessary
to augment ther supply of pots or gourds tisrough trade

8 The word “Lomitas’ in the manuscript probably riefars to “Rhus tridobata’” of possibly “Schmalteia baker: ” Both were known by
s name and both wen o utibized by the Nava]os n ths- manufacture of huskpr«, This 1s idded substantiation for the translation of
neara as baskel rather than “gourd™ o “pottecy

Thig corracts the author's statement regarding warfare between the Navajos and the Utes, Comanches and Mexicans (See Hilt
1936)

8Tis 1s not the present Chama but a village of that name, now in ruins, tocated an the north side of the Chama River, a little
downstroam from the confluence with E! Rito Creek

YThege three streams form the headwaters of the Chama Nutrias Creek from the north, Gathnas Creek from the northwest, and
Goyote Creek from the west

10T he San Juan River was known G.aring this penod as the Rio Grande de Navaho The manuscnipt’sreferences tothe Rio Grande
refer to the San Juan River, not the Rio Grande tc the east and south

WThe Santa Cruz del O)o Caliente referred ta here s proba‘ply the present town of Ojo Cahente, tocated on Qjo Caliente Creek

12The word “cuescomatas” :s from the Aztec cuezcomates, “corn bins " For a description of this type of storage pit among the
Navijos see Hitl 1938, pp 43-45

Ihe Piadra Alumbre Grant hes on aither side of the Chama River beginmg abouat 10 mites northwest of the town of Abiquru,
New Mexico The Predra Alumbre proper s at the point where the Rio Puerco enters the Chama River

The present town of Santa Cruz, New Mexico, 16 1o 2ated about 20 miles north of Santa Fe

BEor a descoption of wooden farming imptements of the Navajos, see Hitl 1936, pp 32-36

18 This probably refers to the Comanchas, but may refer to one of the Ute bands

1 The droughts referred to are probaoty those that were general ta the Southwaest between 1727 and 1737

B The reforence to cotton taxtites undoubtedly refers to trade articles from the Puablos The Navajon do not raise cotton, were not
importing cotton from the Spantards at this time, and have always dapended on outside sources for this product

19 The Do los Grullas referred 1o 18 pronably the district of La Grullas in Rio Arniba County, New Mexico {or a part of the San Juan
Mountains in Archuleta and Conejos Counties. southwestern Colorado)

20 Thyg 15 the district lying about 10 miles west of the town of Atnquiu

NGurorge P Hammond, The Retiscovery of New Mexico 1580 1594 Coronado Histonical Fund, University of New Mexico Press,
Albuquerque (1966). p 195

Dbt o 106

. ! LI

249 wan s descaption of a - mountan people ~ who abandoned ther camps and “fled from us © suggests that this s exactly the
tactic taken by the Navajos

5 ahn £ Walson and AH Warran LA 2298 The Farhest Pueblitd®? swanyu (1974) See also Willam - Robinson, Bruce 6
Fentand Buchard U Warron, Tree Ring Dates From New Mesico B Chaco Gobernador Area 1 aboratory of Teee Ring Research,
Hiversaty of Acazong Tucson (1974)
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g g . Curtis Sehraalsma. Archaealogical Survey and Exe uwmuns'mAb/qulu Resaryoir. R Arriba County. val\/‘m/r'u Scehool of
Amarican Research, Santa Fe, NM (1976)

'

'

CHAPTER FOUR \

t Katherme Spencer, Reflection of Social Life in the Navaho Origin Myth University of New Mexico Pruss, Albuquerquo (1947)
< . Mythology and Yalues An Analysis of Navaho Chantway Myths American Folklore Society (1967)
‘Wuéhmmor. Matthows, Navaho Legends Amernican Folklore Society (1897).

4€ . Benawndas’ obviously distorted account, which cites the early Nava)jos as numbering ‘maore thygn two hundred thousand
souls ’

'
5 The Navajos are dassribed throughout much of the ornigin mythology as a wandering peopla who. although they planted corn anda
few othar crops. moved fairly often and covered a large territory .
s Washigton Matthews, Navaho Legends Amerncan Folklore Society {1897), ¢ 137
In his discussion of Natinesthani {'He Who Teaches Himself”), Matthews describastthe clothing of this culture hore “His
sandals, made of yrass andyucca fibre, ware worn through, and the blanket immade of yucca- libre snd cedar bark, which covered hes
vack, wus raggad ~ Md . p 239)

Wibed  p 137 ' . oo

Y lhut . .

wSpencer uses ibe tarm “chiofs,” although s more maaninglul transiation wm'ncli']bo “headmen

HKatt wrine Spencer, Mythology and Values An Analysis of Navaho Chantway Myths American Folklore Socmty {1957)
ikl p BB w7
Yihd

" bl , .
S il : \ o

wibid,

" fbid.

Wb

9bid

Oltud.

2V bt

CHAPTER FIVE ' .
fWashington Matthews. Navayo Leyends, Amencan Folklore Society (1897), p 137 '
id . p 239

3ad . pp 195 208

4Bryant Banmster, Iree Ring Dating of the Archavolegr ) Sites o the Chaco Canyon Region, New Mvw ] Suuthwmu‘ln ‘
Monument Association (1905) n 201

SGordon Vivian and Tom W Matthaews, Kin Klgtso, A Pueblo Il Community In Chaco Canyon, New Mexico  Southwastern
Monumants Association (1966), p 30 .

o

') Lse Correll. Through White Man's Fyes A Contribution to Navajo History, Vol | Navajo Hertage Center, Window Rock, AZ
{(1976). p 1 \

8¢ Melvin Alkang, Fromont-Promontaly-Plaing Relationships  University of Utah, Logan (1966), p 87

l

9 0 Lormg Haskell The Navago i the Eighteenth Contury An Investigation Involving Anthropological Avi haoology i the Son
hian Basin Narthwestern New Mexfco Doctoral Diggsertation. Washington Stato University, (1976), p 33 o

W Jack Forbos  The Farly Wastarnd Apache 1300 1200 . Journal of the West (July 1966), pp 338 339
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" Apage hee Nav the g Spansud Univeesity of Oxslohoma Prass, Noomae (19665 poxx
12Danald Warciwster Early Mistary of the Navaho Indians, Doctorat Disgartation, Uosversity of Californa (1947), p 8
U op 16

Y gwand Danson Archaeological Sucvey of West Cential New Mexico and cast Centeal Arizona Peabody Muskum of
Arctiaealogy and Fthoalogy Hargard Umiversity Cambodge. MA (1957). p 117

e dweand Mol Jr Heceni Clays 1o Athapascan Pre hastory in the Southwast ~ American Anthrogologist, No 46 (1944), p 105

: Wheorge P Hammond, The Hediscowory of New Mesco 1580 1594 Coronado Histonco Fund, Unwarsity of New Moxico fress,
Albuguerque (Y0686) gy 200 201

UONW M The Agracaltunat and Huating Methods of the Navaho Indians Yala Unwersity Precs (11939), p 169
Wikt p 190

wiurns Schaafama, The Cerrito Sita (AR-4) A Piedra Lumbre Phase Settlement at Ab:quiu Reservon  School of Amancan
Rogearch, Santa Fe, NM {1978), p 249

D op o123

gy Hogor T Chironology of the Athapaskan Languages © The International Journal of American Linguistics Vel 22,
Wctater 19%0) ¢ 237

2 el Hymuy A Note On Athapaskan Glottochranology  International Journal of American Linguistics, Vol 23, (1967)
2 s Hestor £ aily Navaga Migrations and Accalturations o the Southwest Mugzeum of New Mmaco, Santa Fe (1962), p 82

Ml 0ot the author s purpose toembrace allthe early Land Cleims dates as accurate, tha factramains however, thatthey have not
hesira Aaddrussed by archaesologists and so are unrefuted

S Lames thesler and Joel Staner, Studies at Novago Period Sttes o the Navago Beservor District Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe
(163 pn 4 )

s Dorothy | Kear Biy Bead Mesa  An Archaeological Study of Navaho Acculturation, 1745-1812  Society for American
Archaootopy 11941) ;) 68

2 Lyveg Hoter Op o0 62
(LYY
2990

wawid Bragyge Late Occupation m the Vicinity of Quemado, New Mexico  Unpuablished manuscnpt on file at the Novew Land
Clawns Gthice Window Rock. AZ (1968) !
VU0 Biow  Traasitan to Histary i (e Pueblo Sauthwest  Ameviean Anthrapologist Vol 56 (1854). pp 599 602

CHAPTER SEVEN

Yt foreot adarduats are credined with fmding thie cave and its contents . Cart Halloway and Cliflerd Abbatt are both mantiones
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